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To the Honowwable WAIT WINTHROP E/4q; 
Y the ſpecial Diſpoſal and Providence of the Al- 
s God, there now comes abroad into the 
1} World,” a little Hiftory- of ſeveral very aſtoniſhing 
1 Witcherafts and Poſſeſſions; which partly 'iy own 
Ocalar Obſervation, and partly my andoubted Infor 
mation, hath enabled me to offer unto rhe publick 
Notice of my Neighbours, It muſt be the SubjeF, 
| and not'the Mamer 'or the Author of this Writing, 
that has made any people defire its Publication ; for 
there are fach obvious 5 in'Both, as would ren» 
4 der me- very unreafonable;/it I ſhould wiſh about 7h 
| or a»y'Compoſtre of mine, 'O'rbat" it were printed in 
4 « Book/! Bar tho? there want not+ Fas/rs in the Dif- 
{ courſe; co give | me Diſcontent enough, my Difplea- 
{ fare at :he-a will be recompenſed by the SatisfaQtion [ 
{rake in my Dedicarion of ir; which I now, no leſs 
{ properly-than cheerfully make uato Your Self; whom 
MI reckon-among the Beſt of:my Friends,and the Able 
Jof my Readers, Your Knowledge has Lualified You 
Jto-make rhoſe Refletions on the following Relarions, 
{which few can Thek, and "tis not fir char all ſhould 
$See. How far rhe Phlatomick Notions of Demons which 
were, it may be, much more eſpouſed by thoſe pri- 
þnitive Chriſtians and Scholars that we call The Fa- 
Pers, than'they ſeem countenanced in the enſuing 
ANarratives ; are to be allow'd by a ſerious Man,your 
ecriptural Divinity, join'd With Your moſt Rations! 
Philoſophy, will help You to judge at an #ncommon 
. A 2 fates 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


rate. Had I on the Occaſion before me handled the} 


Dofrine of Demons, or lanched forth into Specula- 
tions about Magice! Myſteries, 1 might have made 
ſome Ofſtentation, that. I have read ſomething, and | 
ebougbt a little in my.time, but it would nentherſhave | 
been convenient for 'we, nor profitable tor thoſe plain 


Folks, whoſe Edrfication 1 hav= all flong  aioged ar. 
I have therefore here but briefly rowehs every thing 
with an Americas Pen ; @ Pen which ore 

likewiſe has further Entitled You to the utmoſt Ex-| 
prefſions of Reſpeft and Honour from. Tho' I have| 
no Commiſion, yet I am-ſure I ſhall meet with no Cri- | 
mination, if I here publick)y wiſh You al manner of | 
Heypin:f,in the Name! of jbe great Multitudes whom 
Tou have laid under everlaſting Obligations, W heres | 
fore 1 the name of the many hundred: Sx& people, | 


7 


b] 
: 
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whom your ebariteble and sklful Hands have moſt | 


freely diſpens'd your no leſs- generous than ſecrer Me- 
dicines to;- and #3 the name of your whole Countrey, 


which hath long had-cauſe to believe chat you will 


ſucceed Your Honourable Father and Grandfather, 
in /acceſsful Endeavours for our Welfare ; I ſay, 4» 
their Name, | now do wiſh you all the Proſperity of 
them that love Jeruſalerm, And whereas it hath been 
ſometimes obſerved, That the Genins of an Author s 


commonly Diſcovered im the Dedicatory Epiltle,[ ſhall 
becontent if this Dedicatory Epiſtle of mine, bave 


now diſcovered me to be, Sir, 
Your fincere and very bumble Servant, 
C, Mather. 
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HE ol4 Herefie of the ſenſnal Sadduces , denying 
" the Being of Angels either good or evil, died nor 
b| with theth; nor will it, whiles men (abandoning both 
-| Fahb and Reaſon) count it their wiſdom to credit no- 
1 thing but what they ſee and feel, How much this fond 
| Opinion bas gotten ground in this debauched Age is aw- 
| fully obſervable; and what a dangerous ſtroke it gives 
|| zoſertle men in Atheiſm, is not, bard to diſcern. God s 
|: therefore pleaſed ( beſides the witneſs born to this Truth 
"| imnSacred Writ) to ſuffer Devils ſometimes to do ſuch 


? 
3 
: 


things mthe world as ſhall ftop the Mouth of gainſay- 
, and extort a Confeſſion from them. 


' Tt bas alſo been made a doubt by ſome, whether there 
| ave any ſuch things as Witches, 5, e, Such as by Con- 
rraQ or Explicit Covenant with the Devil, improve, 
or rather are improved by himto the doing of things 
; firange in themſelves, and befides their natural 
| Courſe, But (beſides that the Word of God aſſures us 
' That there bawe been ſuch, and gvves order about them) 
no Age paſſes without ſome apparent Demonſtration 
it, For, Tho it be folly to impure every db;ions Acci- 
dint, or unwouted Effett of Providence, to Witch+ 
A} craft ; 


1 ers 
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To the Reader. 


craft ; yet there are ſomethings which cannot - be ex: 
ua $99 wr but muſt be aſcribed hither. — - - - 

' Angels and Men not being made for civil Converſe 
together in ths world ; and all Communion with De+ 
vils being jnterdiffed us; their Nature | 
ritual, and the VVord of God having ſaid ſo litvle in 


alſo being Sp 


that particular concerning their way of Afting ; hence 
F « that we can diſcloſe but alittle of thoſe Myſteries 
of Darkneſs ; all reports that are from themſelves, or. 


their Inſtruments, eing to be eſteemed as Illuſions, or | 


at leaſt covered with Deceit, filled with the Impoſtures 
of the Father of Lies; and of 

der our conſideration being Myſterious, rather Poling 
than Informing us. 


The Secrets alſo of God's Providence, m permitting 


Satan end bis Inſtruments to moleft> Hu Children, not | 


frets which come un- | 


| 


m their Eftates only, but tm their Perſons and their 
Poſterity too, are part of His Judgments that are un- 
ſearchable, and his Ways that are paſt finding out ; 
only this we have good Aſſurance for, that they are a- 
»ong the All things that work together for their good. 
Their Graces are hereby tried,their Uprightneſs is made 
known, their Faith and Patience have their perfect 
work, 

Among the many Inſtances that have been of this 
kind, That which #5 recorded in this Narrative, 5s 
worthy to be commended to the Notice of Mankind, it 
being @ thing in it ſelf full Ml Memorable paſſages, and 
faithfully recorded, accordimp to the Truth tn Matter 
of Fatt, ſcarce any Inſtance being aſſerted in it, but 


hat 
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To the Reader, 


| 2hbat hath the Evidence of many credible Witneſſes, 


did need require, Among others who. had frequent oc- 
caſions to 6 1-99 theſc thmgs, the Reverend Author 
of this ſhore Hiſtory, was {pwrited to be more than ordt- 
narily engaged in attending, and making particular, 
Remarks upon the ſeveral paſſages occurrmy rbere 3 
and bath accordingly writicn very luile beſides what 
Himſelf was a» Eye-witnels of, rogether 1th others 5 
and the reſt was gathered up with much Accuracy and 
Caution, 

It's needleſs for us to inſiſt up-1 the Commendation 
either of the Author or the Work ; the former is known 
in tbe Churches, the latter w:{/ ſpeak ſufficiently for it 
ſelf. All that we ſhall offer to tay the Reader from 
paſſing over to ſatisfie himſelf in that which follows, 1s 
only thus much, V1z. That the {lowing Account wilt 
afford to him that ſhall read with Obſervation, a faur- 
ther clear Confirmation, That, There is both a GOD, 
and a Devil, and Witchcratt : That, There. is no 
outward Affliction, but what God may ( and ſome- 
tires doth) permit Satan to trouble His people with- 
al: That, The Malice of Satan and his Inſtruments, 
1s very great againſt the Children of God : That, The 
cleareſt Goſpel-Light ſhining in a place, will not 
keep ſome from entring Hell;ſh Contracts with Infer- 
nal Spirits : That, Prayer is a powertul and efi-Ctual 
Remedy againſt the, malicious praQices of Devils and 
thoſe in Covenant with them : That, They who will 
obtain ſuch Mercies of God, muſe pray unto Perle. 

7erafnice : That, God often gives to his people ſome 
A 4. dNparent 


| nigh 
To the'Reader! 


apparent Encouragements to theit Faith in Prayer, 
tho? Hedoes not preſently perfe& the Deliverance 
ſought for : That, 'God's Grace is able to ſupport His 
Children, and preſerve their Grace fitm, under 


Soreft and Continuing Troubles ; That, Thoſe who: 


refuſe the Temptation to uſe Doubtful or Diabolical 
Courſes, to get the Afaulrs of the Devil and his 
Agents removed ; chuſling to Recommend all to 
God, and rather to endure AffiiRtion, than to have 
it Removed to His Diſhonour, and the wounding of 
their own Conſciences, never had cauſe to repent of 
it in the end, 

And if theſe Obſervations, together with the ſoleym 
Improvement made of this flupendous Providence, in 
the pertinint and Tudicious Sermons amnexed,may.but 
obtain a due Impreſſion on the Hearts of ſuch as ſhall 
peruſe them, whether young or 0:d ; as therein will be 
their probr, ſo ſhall rbetr Labour turn to the Praiſe 
God, fally ſatisfie the Author for all his Care and In- 
duſtry, and anſwer his ſmcere Airs : for which good 
Succeſs we Commend it to the Bleſſing of God, to be fol- 
lowed with the importunate Prayers of ms, who have 
been Eye and Ear-witnefles of many of the moſt conſi- 
gergble things Related in the enſuing Narrative. 


Charles Morton. 
James Allen, 

Joſhua Moodey. 
Samuel Willard, 
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PREFACE 


T HE grand Principles of Religion are. 1.'The 
knowledge of God. 2. The knowledge of the 
Souls Immortality, or of the future State of Retribu- 
riow, 3. The belief of the truth of the Goſpel of 
Teſus, and the Scripture Records of Supernatural 
Revelation, 

The Firſt 3: paſt all doubt by Natural Evidence, 
to all that are come to the ſober uſe of Reaſon, and 
have not ſinned themſelves into worſe than beſtiality 
or madneſs. | 

The third carrieth its own Evidence, which I 
have opened at large in a Book. called the Reaſons 
of the Chriſtian Religion s and anather called 
The wunreaſonablene(s of Infidelity. 

The ſecond is made more than probable by natural 
Evidence ; but fully aſcertained ro us by Scripture - 
And I find that moſt that doubt .of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity,do alſo doubr of the life of Retribution,cr 
the Immortality of the Soul : And as they that 
believe Chriſt, muſt needs believe the Life ro come , 
[6 they that well believe the Life to come, do the more 

ea/tly 


The Preface. 
eaſily believe Chriſtianity, as finding it, and only it, 
to be Suited to the full revealing and ſecuring our 
bopes of that Immortal State. + As Believers cannot 
be Sadduces, /o they that are no Sadduces have 
& far ſhorter jtep to Faith than others. 

I have therefore long taken it for a great mercy of 
God, to _ Devils themſeſves by Witches, Ap- 
paritiohs, Poſleſhons, ava Temptations, ro be 
made even to Senſe, Convincers of the Sadduces : 
And therefore in my unreatomblenels of Infideli- 
ty, and in the Second part of the Saints Reſt, 7 
recited many Hiſtories to that uſe : And having long 
ſimce gathered many more, 1 delayed the publicati- 
on of them, for the perfetting of the Book by more 


which TI have ſince notice of : But tho they are very * 


Notable, ani have great Evidence, wet one thing 
or other forbids the Publication, The perſons con- 
cerned are yet Alive , and ſome are loth to be 
named, leſt defamed; and ſome their Friends that 
are the Witneſſes are loth ro diſhonour, and ſome 
are Men high and proud whom the Witneſſes dare 
not diſpleaſe. 

” Indeed were not our Sadduces mad with incre- 
dulity, the Hiſtories of Bodin and Remigius aloxe 


(both Fudges ) beſides the rmallei 'malehcorum . 


and all others might 'have fully convinced them. 

T long ago at the requeſt of Dr. Pet. Moulin put 
a ſbort Poſtſcript "to the Hiſtory of the Devil of 
Maſcon,an Inſtance enough to confound theſe Sad- 


duces: But becauſe the Men of that Age, are now” 


Dead, 


The Preface. 


Dead, they believe not the Hiſtory, becauſe ſome 
that have been at Maſcon, never heard of it,. For. 
their fuller .Convittion, ( beſides what 1s Witneſſed 
by: the Honourable and Credible Mr Boyle in his 
Preface, and his Brother the Earl of Orery (to me) 
who kept Mr. Perreauds Son as his Servant many 
years, and was Familiar with his Father, in whoſe 
Houſe all was done.) T hope ſhortly to get Mr. Per- 
reauds. own Book (which my Kinſman W. B. hath 
found) Tranſlated ont of French into Engliſh,where 
they will find many unqueſtionable. publick, atteſt ati- 
ins, and inan additional Treatiſe, with many like 
Inſtances. Among the reſt one Condemned Conju- 
rer had his Contra#t with the Devil, found in Wri- 
ting, in which he bound himſelf, firſt to renounce 
God, and next to Preach that there were no ſuch 
things as Witches, but that poor People ſuffer'd 
as ſuch by the Cruelty of Ignorant Men] that 
ſo' the Magiftrate might be kept from puniſhing 
them, 

I could never yet get the Treatiſe of Witches, 
written by that great Philoſopher Scheggius : Bur 
many others of undoubred Creait I haveread: Mr. 
Increaſe Mather hath already publiſhed many ſuch 
Hiſtories of things done in New-England : And 
this great inſtance publiſhed by his Son, .cometh with 
ſach full Convincing Euidence, that he muſt be a 
very ovaurate Sadducee that will not believe it. 
And hu two Sermons adjoyned, are excellently fit- 
ted to the Subjeft, and ths Blinded Generation , 

and 


and to the bf 1rd rin ae fa i voſor 
we Fav woge 


pyey f 
We cannot ve day 

br Ty 
FE thar prove the ity of Df Ma Se 


or our future Life. 1 a»ſwer, 1: The very being 
a#d appearatice of ſuch Demons wil make it more 
than probable, that our Soulsare as Immortal us they: 
For their Attions and Expreſſions ſhew that they are 
(at leaſt many of them) of no more excellent a Nua- 
tare than our Sduls. 


2. Their proved malignity telleth as, that if olds 
rits ſo naught have a continued Being and Indi 
ation, there us no probability that Godſhould deprive 

its of faithful Godly Men qr of 
—_ ing or Ce taatin? (unleſs Individus- 
tion were our hurt, ) 

3: But the Devils dealing with Witches, puts 
it more out of doubt. Bodin, Remigius, the (n- 
ghiſitors, and all ſuch Treatiſes, tell us, that the 
Devils muſt Engage them. 

Firſt, To 3h he their Souls ( ard were this 
© - 0 more but har they muſt Die, they might be 
[#4 to bave the Souls of alt " 

Secondly, 


The Preface. 


'F Secondly, They muſt Covenant to Renounce God 
and Feſus Chriſt. And he that promiferh - thym: 
perity - is. this World for it, Juppoſeth that 


it 56. ſomewhat - in another World, that they muſe 


hoſe by 3. 


ju Thirdly, T, bey muſt Renounce their Baptiſar, 
that they may loſe the benefits of the BaptiſmalC o- 
wveHant, . | 4 


- Fourthly, Bodin «»d Remigius cl us; ther 
at their Sabbath Meetings, if they do- but name 
God, wr Feſus Chriſt ; all vaniſhes, and the Perſon 
« left alone. . They tell ws ( as proved) of 4a Girl 
that' being firſt Enticed by her Mother (a Witch) 
t0 go with her to their Meetings, when they mere 
both Anointed (which is with the fat of the Fleſh of 
4 Sodden Child) they were carriedinto the Air, and 
the Girl affrighted at ſomewhat, and forgetting her 
Promiſe, cried, O God what ſhall we do? ]} - And 
ſhe was let fall mto a Brake of Bryers where ſhe was 
found Naked and Torn far from Home, and told 
al, | 


I doubt 1 offended ſome lately ar Pinnprs-Hall, 
that will not hear the Lord's Prayer, leſt it Teach 
men to like Forms, by telling them how My. Cot- 
ton Mather in this Book deſcribeth the Witches, 
and deſiring them not to imitate them, but rather to 
learn of Chriſt, when they Pray, to ſay thus, "8c. 

/ than 


*Fhe Preface. 

than of the Devil that \forbiddeth'\ it. . : He tells us, 
-4bar tbe Papiſt Iriſh Witch char bewircbed John 
..Goodwin's Childrex -cauld nor be. drawn to ſay 
( after them ) the Lord's. Prayer : Andthe bewitch- 
ed Children that could read Books before and'aftey, 
would paſs over the Lord's Prayer, and ſay, (They 
ay. 1 muſt not- day it )- 4rid though they 
Cond well while they read * Play Books, or 


the Oxford or Cambridge Jeſts, yet as they were 
Tormented at the reading of be Bible, or any good 
oz. they conld tot. be oy ral; repeat the 


$ Prayer. 


any 'are Ceandaticad: that New-Enpland : 
place of . as ſerious. Piety. as any T1 can hear of 'un- 
arr nay eradbled | ſo much with Witches, 
and with Melanchdlies, and ſelf-murders, as Mr. 
Mather rells_ ms, {think it 15 no' wonder : where 
-will the Devil ſhew moi# malice, but where he's 
hated and, hateth mo#i:; Where will be caft 'bis 
Net, but where 1" the-beſt Prey:::: Thoſe) that he 
\cannot Damn , be will do bis wor#t to trouble, 
Why ſhould be by molefting them, affright thoſe 
from him whom he hath already rakgn alive, and 
keepeth Blindfolded in peace. ' | 


2: And alas, we are , none of 1s" without Sin z 
and.( whatever the Antinomians ſay.) God may 
lyoſe . Satan to Cha#tiſe- a ſinning Child, whom be 
will, not ler him decezve #0 Namnation, | 

| Why 


453-46 AE fk 5 


| The Preface- 
"2 Why. did God 'permit the Libertine Flock, fo 
mole## New-England 3 but to try them, ard pre- 
pere' them for the: Civil and Ecclefiaſtick deliver- 
ance that thereby followed ? It had-been well with 
"$a if the chief Agents bad done us af- 
'perward hert, no "more hurt than they did them 
ther & | ; _ | 


Why did the Quakers here ſo. fiercely Rail in 
' the Streets, and mm ®ur Churches againit the mo#t 
Zealow Miniſters (ſince ſilenced) in 1655.tHl 1660. 
in' as bitter Language as the malignant Drunkards 
and Whoremongers 4d, and yer. do ;,'whew as they 
\ have. ſince then quite" altered their publick Lan- 
guage here ? Andwhy i George Keith and hs 
Other. Quakers: from Penſilvania, now afſ/axlting 
the. Churches in New-England ? The Hunter know- 
e#h. where is the beft Game. 


.\ And 1 muit with ' grief ſay of | Thouſands wn 
this Land, that. while. the Devil: can.\get- them to 
uſe the W, ords and "Forms of Chritianity, again#} 
the. thing, rhe Life and Power, it s jo greatly 
t0bis advantage, that it 1s no wonder- if be quietly 
permit them to go on , without an Expreſs: Renuncia- 
t50n: of them : If he can get men to uſe Chriits Name 
and;.words aganift bimſelf, and: the--Obedience of 
his Laws, as a ſelf-deceiving Ceremony, Spell, or 
Charm, he will g's more this way than by the 
Frigheful way of Witches : He will joyn with them 


in 


in cryin ap thl Hale ahingrigns offices, whe 
avs fo uſe them againit their: Nature pond thei 
Ends. A <4 
Grace, and. Jnpared 


men 'in crying up #he Church, na te ad 
Unity , f —_ be can tear and tread down; 
«nd "Miniftry, an# Unity. 


Is it-net as Sure ard Smooth 4 way to Hell 0 
have ſome called God-Fathers and God-Mothers 
to Yow us +6 God the Father, Son and Holy Gho#t, 
as in our Names, and to Renonnce in our Nantes 
the World, the: Fleſh, and the Devil , and ever 
after'to Love and Serve the World and Fleſh; \aond 
Obey the Devil, againft that God and Saviany, 
and Santtifier that they were Vowed ro ? Is yrs 
cal perfidiouſnef,, an Extenuation of all ſuch Hy- 
pocrites Sins ? O that ſuch Wretches were $ emfble ot 
how far their Chriitian Name and Titles, 
Ceremonies ,"-will be from- Excuſin ehei- Fa 
tying that God, that Chriit, that Holy Spirit-mn 


their Works, whom: they falſly confeſſed and Co- 
venanted with by their Words. 


But T fear Þ make my. Epiſtle r00 knw La fo 
ſhore a Book, 


EY The Preface. 
MM Scope us to tell the Reader, that i in this 
He are Brutified, and live by OE 
; Dh _ Depres If ry, could but ſee the 
Soul in a true. Appati- 


EE: o0ls Believe + £ of great of 
| PT aNCet as will Convince them 
Jo Herd tem wh % 16s 


cuſe, 


A Catalogae of Books Printed for, and = 

 6y Thomas Parkhurſt, at the Bible"an 
Three Crowns i# Cheapſide, near Mer- 
cers Chapel. 


FT HE Preſent State of New-ronyane: Be- 

ing a Narrative of the Troubles with the 
Indians in New-England, from the firſt Planting 
thereof: Bat chiefly of the lace Troubles. By 
W. Hubbard Miniſter of Ipſwich. 

A true Hiſtory of the Captivity and, Reſto- 
ration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandfon » @ Miniſters 
Wife in New-England, Wherein is ſet forth, 
the Cruel and Inhamene Ulſage the underwent 
amongſt the Heathens, for Eleven Weeks time: 
And her Deliverance from them. « Written by 
her own hand, for her private uſe : And-now 
made Publick at the earneſt defire of ſome 
Friends, for the benefit of the :Mlicted. 

An Eſſay for the Recording of Ilhuftrionus Pro- 
vidences ; Wherein, an Account is given of 
many Remarkable and very Memorable Events, 


which have happened in this laſt Age; Eſpecial- | 


ly in New-England. By Increaſe Mather. 
A Brief Diſcourſe of Tuftification, Wherein 
this Do&rine is plainly laid down according _ 
| che 
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Books Printed for Tho. Parkbarſt, 


the Scriptures. As it was Dc«livered fn ſeveral 
Sermons on this Subject. By Samucl Willard, 
A Treatiſe uw K n1ow-edge ani Lou C ompared.. 
In.;two Parts: I. Ot Falfly Pretenced IKnow- 
ledge. 1I. Of True Saving Knowledge 2nd 
Love, 1- Againit Haſty Judging , ard falſe 
Conceits of Knowledge, and tor neceſſury Su- 
ſpenfion. 2. The Excellency of Divine Love, 
and the Happineſs of being Known and Loved 
of God. Written: as greatly needful ro the 
Safety and Peace of every Chriſtian; and of 
the Church. The only certain wav to efcape 
Falſe nw. n0nth Hereſftes , Sects, and Malig- 
nant Prejudices, Perſecutions and Sinful Wars : 
All cauſed by Falſly Pretended Knowledg, and 
Haſty Judging, by Proud Ignorant Men, who 
w not their Ignorance. By Richard Baxter. 
', The Engliſh Nonconfaymity, As under Kin 
Charles II--and/ King Fames Il. Truly State 
and Argued. By. Kichard Baxter, 
: 1 The Scripture Goſpel Defended, and Chſiſt,Grace 
and Free Juſtification Vindicated atainſt the 
Libertiges, who uſe the Names of Chriſt, Free 
Grace and Juſtification, to Subvert the Golpel, 
and Chriſtianity, and that Chriſt, Grace and 
Jaſtification, which they in zealous Tgnorance 
think they plead for, to the Injury of Chriſt, 


the Danger of Souls, and che Scandalizing of 


the Weak, -the- inſulting of . Adverſaries, and 
the Dividing of the Churches: Yer —_ 
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dy diffetencing the wordy Errours of. mnkil 
Opiniacres, from their Practical Piety >: Aid 
the miſtaken Notions of fome Excellent Di- 


Errours; In'two Books; By Richard Baxrag.”: 


| Cain and Abel Malignity; That is,Enmity'1d| 


ſerious Godline(6; that s,, To an Holy ant} Hea# 
venly State of Heart atid Life : Lamented;' Det 


ſcribed, Detected, and unanfwerably pt tO | 


be the Devilith Nature, andthe Miiri« of the 
Devil againſtGod,andChriſt,and the Churehand: 
Kingdoms.and the ſureſt fign of a Stare of Danti® 
nation, By Richard Baxter, of Gildas Sabvianii, 
Prattical Diſcourſes on Sickneſs and Retwtegy | 
In ſeveral Sermons, as'they were lately Preac 
ed in a Congregation in London; By Timot 
Rogers, M. A: 


Chriftian Commemoration ; ahd Imitation . of | 


Saints Departed ; Explicated, and Prefled from 
Heb. 13. 7. Occafioned by the Deceaſe of the 
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Reverend Mr. Henry Hurſt lately Miniftee of 
the Goſpel if Londen, By Daniel Bar geſs. 
Meetneſs for Heaven promioted in ſome brief 


Heditatiens upon Col. 1.12: Diſcovering the Na- | 


ture and neceflity of Habitual and' Actual Meet- 
neſs for Heaven hbere, in all that: hope for Hea- 
ven hereafter. By O. H. 

Two Funeral Sermons of the Uſe and ang 
of Humane Bodies, Preached' on 1 Cor, 6, 13. 
By Edward Lawrence, M. A. - 
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The Introduftion; 


T was once the miſtake of one gone to the 
Congregation of the Dead,concernins the Sur- 
vivers, 1f one went unto them from the Dead, 

they will repent. The bleſſed God hath made 
ſome to come from the Damned, for the Convittion 
(may it alſo be for the Converſion) of ns that are 
yet alive. The Devils themſelves are by Compul- 
ſion come to confure the Arheiſm and Saddnciſm, 
and to reprove the Madneſs of ungodly men. Thoſe 
condemned priſoners of our Atmoſphere, have not 
really ſent Letters of thanks from Hell,to thoſe that 
are on Earth, promoting of their Intereſt; yer 
they have been forced.as of old.to confeſs that Fe- 
ſus was the Holy one of God, (ſo of late,co declare that 
Sin and Vice are the things which they are delight- 
ed in, But ſhould one of thoſe hideous Wights 
appear viſibly with Fiery chains upon him, and 
utter axdibly his roarings and his warnings in one 


| of our Congregations it would not produce new 


Hearts in thoſe whom the Scriptures handled 
in o#r Miniſtry do not affect. However, it be- 
comes the Embaſſadors of the Lord Feſus to leave 
no ſtroke untouchr that may conduce to bring 
men from the power of Satan unto God; and for 
this caule it is, that I have permitted the enſu- 
ns Hiſtories to be publiſhed. They contain things 
ot «ndoubred certainty, and they ſuggeſt things of 
Importance unconceivable, Indeed t Cy are only 
one Head of Colleions which in my rele time of 
ObferyationT have made ot Memorable Providen- 

ces, 


The Introdntion. 


ces, With \Refie#ions thereupon, to be reſerved 
among other effects of my Diverſion from my 
* moreltated and more weary Studies. Burt I can 


with a Contentment beyond meer Patience, give 


theſe reſcinded Sheets unto the Stationer, when 
I fee what pains Mr. Baxter, Mr. Glanvil, Dr., 
More, and teveral other great Names have taken 
to.publith Hiſtories of Witchcrafts and Poſſeſſions 
unto the world. I ſaid, Ler me alſorun after them 
and this with the more Alacrity, becauſe,-I bave 
tidings ready, Go then, my little Book, as a Lackey 
to the more elaborate Efays of thoſe-learned 
men. Go rel Mankind, that there are Devils 
and Hitches ; and that tho' thole night birds leaſt 
appear where the Day-light of the Goſpel-comes, 
yet New-England has had Examples of their 
Exiſtence and Operation; and that not only the 
Wigwams of Indians, where the pagan Powaws 
often raiſe their maſters, in the ſhapes of Bears, 
and Snakes,and Fires, but the Houſes of Chriſtians, 
where our God has had his conſrane worſhip, have 
undergone the Annoyance of Evi! Spirirs. - Go 
tell the world, what Prayers can do beyond all 
Devils and Witches, and what it is that theſe 
HMonFters love to do; and tho' the Demons in the 
Audience of ſeveral ſtanders-by threatned much 
Difgrace to thy Author, if he let thee come a- 
broad, yer venture That, and in this way ſeek 
a juit Revenge on Them for the Diſturbance 
they have given to ſuch-as have caled on the Navhe 


of G O D. Witch- | 
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(r) 
Wuchcrafts and Poſſeſſions. | 
The Fir# EXAMPLE. 


Settion I Here dwells at this time, in the 
ſouth part of Boſton, a ſober 


| * and pious man, whoſe name is 
Fohn Goodwin,whole Trade is that of a Maſon, and 
whole Wife to which a good Repore gives a ſhare 
with him in all the Characters of Yerrze ) has 
made him the Father of ſix (now living) Chit- 
dren. Of theſe Children, all but the Eldeſt, who 
works with his Father at his Calling, and the 
Tonngeſt, who lives yet upon the Breaſt of its 
Mother, have laboured under the direful ef- 
fects of a ( no lels palpable than ) ſtupendous 
WITCHCRAFT. Indeed that exempted 
Son had alfo, as was thought, ſome lighter ronch- 
es of it;in unaccountableſtabs and pains now and 
then upon him 3 as indeed every perſon in the 
Family at ſome time or other had, except the 
godly Father, and the [clin - Infant, who never 
felt any impreſſions of it. But theſe Four Chil- 
dren mentioned,were handled in fo ſad & ſtrange 
a manner, as has given matter of Diſcorſe and 
Wondey toall the Countrey, and of Hiſtory not 
nnworthy to be conſidered by more than all the 
ſerionror the curious Readers in this New-Engliſh 

World. 
'B 2 Set. II. 


CF 


SECT. 171. The four Children ( whereof 
the wa was about Thirteen, and the Towngeſt 
was perhaps about a third part ſo matiy years of 
age ) had enjoy'd a Religious Education, and 
-— n it with a very towardly Ingenuity, 

ey had an obſervable Aﬀection unto Divine 
and Sacred things ; and thoſe of them that yere 
capable of it, feem'd to have ſuch a Reſentment 
of their erernal Concernmentcs as is not altoge- 
ther uſual. Their Parents alſo kept them to a 
continual Employment,which did more than de- 
liver them from the Temptations of 7dlene/7,and 
as young as they were, they took a delight in 
it, it may be as much as they ſhoald have done. 
In a word, ſuch was the whole Temper and' Car- 
riage of the Children, that there cannor eafily 
be any thing-more unreaſonable, than ro imagine 
that a deſign to diſſemble could cauſe them to fall | 
into any of their odd Fits; tho' there ſhould not 
have happened, as there did, a thouſand things, 
wherein it was perfe&ly impoſſible for any «i/- 


ſimulation of theirs to produce what ſcores of | 


ſpeRators were amazed at. TOY 
SECT. 111. About Midſummer, in the 

year 1688. the E1de#+ of thoſe Children, who is 

a Daughter, ſaw cauſe to examine their Waſher- 


woman,upon their miffing of ſome Limen,which 
'twas fear'd the had ſtolen from them and of * 
what uſe this /inner might be to ſerve the Wireb- | 
craft intended, the Thief's Tempter knows ! "This | 
: . Lannaref 
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Laundreſs was the Daughter of an _ and 
a ſcandalous old Woman in the Neighbourhood, 
whoſe miſerable Husband before he died, had 
ſometimes complained of her, that ſhe was un- 
doubtedly a Hitch, and that whenever his Head 
was laid, ſhe would quickly arrive unto the pu- 
niſhments due to ſuch an one. This Woman 1n 
her Daughters defence beſtow'd very bad Lan- 
guage upon the Girl chat put her to the queſtion: 
immediately upon which,the poor Child became 
variouſly indiſpoſed in her health, and viſited 
with ſtrange Fits, beyond thoſe that attend an 
Epilepſie, or a Catalepſie, or thoſe that they call 
The wee of A#toniſhment. 

SECT. IV. Ir was not long before one of 
her Siſters, and two of her Brothers, were ſeiz- 
ed, in order one after another, with 4fe#s like 
thoſe that moleſted ber. Within a few Weeks 
they were all four tortured every where in a man- 
ner {o very grievous, that it would have broke 
an Heart of Stone to have feen their Agonies. 
Skilful Phyſicians were conſulted for their help, 
and particularly our worthy and prudent Friend 
Dr. Thomas Oakes, who found himſelf fo af- 
fronted by the Diſtempers of the Children, thac 
he concluded nothing but an helliſh #irchcrafe 
could be the Original of theſe Maladies. And 
that which yet more confirmed ſuch Apprehenſi- 
on was, That for one good while, the Children 
were tormented juſt in LI ſame part of their Bo: 

3 ICS 
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dizs all at the ſame time together ; and rho' they 
ſaw and beard not one anothers complaints, tho 
likewiſe their pains and ſprains were {wifr like 
Lightning, yet when ( ſyppole ) the Week, of 
the Hand, or the Back of one was Rack't'; fo it 
was at that inftant with t'other too. 

SE C'T. V. The variety of their tortures 
increaled - continually ;- and tho* about Nine or 
Ten ar Night they always had a Releaſe from 
their miſeries, and ate and ſept all night for the 
moſt part.indifferent]y well, yet in the day time 
they were handled wich fo many forts of Ails, 
thac it-wonld require of us almoſt as much time 
to Relate them all, as it did of them to Er- 
- dure them. Sometimes they would be Deaf, 
ſometimes Dumb, and ſometimes Blizs, and of- 
ten, all this at once. One while their 7! ONgues 
would be drawn down their Throats ; another | 
while they would be pull'd out upon their Chins, 
to a prodigious lengeh. They would have their 
Mouths opened unto ſuch a wideneſs, that their | 
Faws went out of joint 3 and anon they would | 
clap together again with a force like that of a | 
ftrong Spring-Lock. The ſame would happen | 
to their Shoulder-blades, and their Elbows, and 
Hazd-wriſts, and ſeveral of their joints. They 
would at times lie in a benummed condition, and 
be drawn rogether as thoſe that are ty'd'Neck & 
Heel: ; and preſently be ſtretched our, yea, drawn | 
backwards, to ſach a degree;that ir was tear'd the | 
þ very : 


SS 1 6: 464i ©® -S © A a+ = =. 7 7 


"_, 2 eWIne 4 


OI”, 


, (55) 

very $kin of their Bellies would have crack'd. 
Theywould make moſt piteous ourt-cries, that 
they were cut with &nives,and ſtruck with Blows 
that they could not bear. Their MNecks. would 
be broken, ſo that their Neck-bonve would ſeem 
diſſolved unto them that felt after it ; and yet 
on the ſudden, it would become again lo /eif, 
that there was no ſtirring of their Heads ; yea, 
their Heads would be twiſted almoſt round ; and 
if main force at any time obſtructed a dangerous 
motion which they ſeem'd to be upon, they 
would roar exceedingly. Thus they lay ſome 
Weeks moſt pitiful Spectacles ; and this while 
as 2 further Demonſtration of Witchcraft in the(e 
horrid Effects, when I went to Prayer by one of 
chem, that was very deſirous to hear what I 
ſaid, the Child utterly /o/+ her Hearing till our 
Prayer was Over. 

SECT. YT. It was a Religious Family that 
theſe Aﬀictions happened unto ; and none but a' 
Religious. Contrivance to obtain Relief, would 
bave been welcome to them. Many ſuper#tirious 
propoſals were made unto them, by perſons 
that were I know not who, nor what, with Ar- 
guments: fetcht from I know not how much Ne- 
ceſſuy and Experience 3. but the diſtreſſed Parents 
rejeged all ſuch counſels, with a gracious Reſo- 
lution, to oppoſe Devils. with no other weapons 
but Prayers and Tears, unto HIM that has the 
Chaming of them 3 —_ Jy hrſt whether Gra- 
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ces werenot the beſt things to enconnter Witch- 
crafts with. Accordingly they requeſted the four 
Miniſters of Bofton;with the Miniſter of Charles- 
town to'keep a Day of Prayer at their thus haun- 
ted houſe; which they did in the company of 
ſome devour people there. Immediately upon 
this Day, the youngeſt of the four Children was 
delivered, and never felt any trouble as afore. 
But there was yet' a greater Effet of theſe our 
Applications unto our GOD ! he 

SECT. VII: The Report of the Calami- 
ties of the Family for which we were thus con- 
cerned, arrived now unto the ears of the Ma- 
giſtrates, who preſently and prudently apply'd 
themſelves, with a juſt vigour, ' to enquire into 
the ſtory. The Father of the Children com- 
plained of his Neighbour, the ſuſpected ill Wo- 
man, whoſe name was Glover; and the bein 
ſent for by the Juſtices, gave ſuch a wretc 
Acccunt of her ſelf, that they ſaw cauſe to com- 
mit her unto the Gaolers Cuſtody. Goodwin had 
no proof that could: have done her any hurt ; 
-but the HZzg had not power to deny her in- 
tereſt in the Inchantment of the Children ; and 
when ſhe was asked, Whether fhe believed there 
was 4 God? her Anſwer was too blaſphemous 
and horrible for any Pen of mine to mention: 


An Expexionent was made, Whether ſhe could 
recite the Lords Prayer; and it was found, that 


repeated 


tho* clauſe after clauſe was moſt carefully | 
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(7) 
repeated unto her, yet when ſhe ſaid ic after 
them-char prompted her, ſhe could nor poſſbly 
avoid making Nonſenſe of it, with ſome ridicu- 


. lons Depravations. This Experiment I had the 


curioſity fince to ſee made upon rwo more, and it 
had the ſame Event. Upon the Commitment of 
this extraordinary Woman, all the Children had 
ſome preſent eaſe; until one (related unto her) 
accidentally meeting one or two of them, enter- 
tain'd them with her Bleſſing, that is, Railing z 
upon which Three of them fell ill again, as they 
were before. 

SECT. VIII. It was not long before the 
Witch thus in the Trap, was brought upon her 
Tryal ; at which, thro' the Efficacy of a Charm, 
I ſuppoſe, uſed upon her, by oze or ſome of her 
Crue, the Court could receive Anſwers from 
her in none but the 1riſh, which was her Narive 
Language; altho ſhe underſtood the Engliſh ve- 
ry well,and had accuſtomed her whole Family to 
none but that Language in her former Conver- 
ſation; and therefore the Communication be- 
tween the Bench and the Bar, was now chiefly 
convey'd by two honeſt and faithful men that 
were Interpreters. It was long before ſhe could 
with any dire& Anſwers plead unto her /ndi&- 
ment ; and when ſhe did plead, it was with Cor- 
feſſion rather than Denial of her Guilt. Order 
was given to ſearch the 01d womans houſe, from 
whence there were brought into the Court, a 

22; vera 


(8) 
veral ſmall Imeges, or Puppets, or Babies, made 
* of Rages, and ſtuff with Goats-hair, and other 
ſuch Ingredients. When theſe were produced; 
the vile Woman acknowledged;that her way to 
torment the Objects of her malice, was by wet- 
ting of her Finger with her Spzcele, and ſtroaking 
of thole lictle Images. The abuſed Children 
were then preſent, and the Woman ſtill kept 
ſtooping and ihrinking as one that was almoſt 

eſt to Death with a mighty Weight upon her, 

ut, one of the Images being brought unto her, 
immediately ſhe ſtarred up afcer an odd*manner, 
and took it into her hand; but ſhe had no ſooner 
taken it, than one of the Children fell into (ad 
Fus, before the wbole Aſſembly. This the Judges 
had their juſt Apprehentions at; and carefully 
cauſing the Repetition of the Experiment, 
found again the ſame event of it. They asked 
her, Whether ſhe had any to ſtand by ber : She re- 
plied, She had; and looking very pertly in the 
Air, (he added, No, He's gone, And the then 
confeſled z that the had Oe, who was her Prince, 
with whom the,maintain'd, I know not what 
Communian. For which cauſe, the night-after, 
ſhe was heard expoſtulating with a Devil,for his 


| 


thus deſerting her 5 telling him chac becauſe he | 


bad ſerved her ſo baſely and falſly, fhe had confeſſed 
al, However to make all clear, the Court. ' 


appointed five or fix Phyſicians, one evening to | 


examine her Fery {trictly, whether ſhe were not 
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craz'd in her Intelleuals, and had not procured 
to her ſelf by Folly and Madneſs the Reputation 
of aWitch. Divers hours did they ſpend with 
her; and in all that while no Diſcourſe came 
from her,but what was pertinent and agreeable : 
Particularly, when they asked her, Whar it;e 
thought would become of her Soul ? ſhe reply'd, 
You ah me a very ſolemn QueHiox, and I cannot well 
tell what to ſay to it. She own'd her elf a' Ro- 
man Catholick ; and could recite her Pater Noſter 
in Latin very readily; but there was one 
Clauſe or two always too hard for her, where- 
of the ſaid, She could not repeat it, if ſhe might 
have all the World, In the up-thot, the Doctors 
returned her Compos Mentis ; and Sentence of 
Death was paſſed upon her. 

'SECT. 1X. Diversdays were paſſed be- 
tween her being Arraigned and Condemned. In 
this time one of her Neighbours had been giv- 
ing in her Teſtimony of what another of her 
Neighbours had upon her Death related concer- 
ning her. Ir ſeems one Hower about Six years 
before, had been cruelly bewitched to Death ; 
but before ſhe died, thecalled one Hughes unto 
her, Telling her that ſhe laid her Death co the 
charge of Glover z That the had ſeen Glover 
ſometimes come down her Chimney ; That ſhe 
ſhould remember rh:s,for within thele Six years 
the might have occafton to declare it. This 
Hughes now preparing her Teſtimony, imme- 

diately 
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diately one of her children,a fine boy,well grown 
towards Youth, was taken ill, juſt in the ſame 
woful and ſurpriſing manner that Goodwins Chil- 
dren were. One night particularly, The Boy 
{aid he ſaw a Black, thing with a Blew Cap in the 
Room, Tormenting of him; and he complain» 
ed moſt bitterly of a Hand put into the Bed, to 
pull our his Bowels. The next day the Mother 
of the Boy went unto Glover, in the Priſon, and 
asked her, Why ſhe tortured her poor lad at ſuch 4 


wicked rate * This Witch replied, that ſhe did 


it becauſe of wrong done to her ſelf and her 
Daughter. Hughes denied (as well ſhe might) 
that ſhe had done her any wrong. Well then,ſays Glo- 
ver, Let me ſee your Child and he ſhall be well again. 
Glover went on, and told her of her own accord, 
I was at your Houſe laſt Night. Says Hughes, In 
what ſhape ? Says Glover, As a Black thing with 
a Blew Cap. Says Hughes, What did you do there ? 
Says Glover with my hand inthe Bed, | tryed to pull 
out the Boys Bowels, but I could not. They parted; 
but the next day Hughes appearing at Court, had 
her Boy with her ; and Glover ries by the Boy, 
expreſſed her good wiſhes for him ; tho? I ſup- 
ſe, his Parent had no deſign of any mighty 
eſpe unto the Hag, by having him with her 
there. Burt the Boy had no more Indiſpofitions 
after the Condemnation of the Womin. 
SECT. X. While the miſerable old Wo- 
man was under Condemaation, I did my ſelf 


tWice | 
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ewice give a viſit unto her. She never denied 
the guilt of the Witchcraft charg'd upon her ; 
but the confeſſed very little about the Circum- 
ſtances of her Confederacies with the Devils; 
only, ſhe ſaid, That ſhe us'd to be at meetings, 
which her Prince and Four more were preſent at. 
As for thoſe Four. She told who they were ; and 
for her Prince, her account plainly was, that he 
was the Devil. She entertained me with no- 
thing but 7riſh, which Language I had nor Lear- 
ning enough to underſtand without an Interpre- 
rerz only onetime, when I was repreſenting un- |. 
to her That and How her Prince had cheated her, 


| as her ſelf would quick'y find 5 the reply'd, I 


think in Engliſh, and with paſſion t0O, Jf it be ſo, 7 
am ſorry for that ! I offer d many Queitions unto 
her, unto which, after long filence, ihe told me, 
She would fain groe me a full Anſwer, but they would 
not give her leave, It was demanded, 7hey ! Who 
s that THEY? and ſhe return'd, that 7hey 
were her Sptrie-, or her Saints. [ for they ſay, the 
ſame word in Iriſh (ignities both. ] And at another 
time, ſhe included her :wo 4//i/rreſſes, as the call'd 
them in that [They,] but when it was enquired, 

thoſe rwo were, ſhe fell into a Rage, and 
would be no more uged. 

I (et before her, the Neceſſity and Fquity of 
her breaking her Covenant with Hell, and giving 
her ſelfto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by an everlaſt- 
ing Coyenanc 3 To which her Anſiver was, that 


—- 
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I ſpokg a very Reaſonable thing, but ſhe could not dg 


&. TI asked her whether ſhe would conſent or de- 
fire to be pray'd for 3 To that the faid, If Prayer 
would do her any good, ſhe could pray for her ſelf. 
And when it was again propounded, ſhe ſaid.She 
could not unleſs ber ſpirits | or Angels |] would give 
her leave. However, againſt her will I pray'd 
with her, which if ic were a Fault it w#s in ex- 
ceſs of Pitty, When I had done, ſhe thank'd me 
with many good words; bur I was no ſooner 
out of her {1ght, than fhe took a Store, a long} 
and ſlender Stone, and with her Finger and Spirele 
fell to tormenting it ; tho' whom or what ſhe 
meant, I had the mercy never to underſtend. 
SECT. X1. When this Wich was going 
to her Execution, ſhe f{aid, the Children ſhou 
not 'be relieved by her Death, for others had a' 
hand init as well as ſe 3 and ſhe named one a-' 
mong the reſt, whom it might have been thought 
Natural Aﬀection would have adviſed the Con-/ 
cealing of, Ir came to pals accordingly, That' 
the Three Children continued in their Fnrnace as' 
before, and it grew rather Seven times hotter than! 
it was. Alitheir former Ails purſued them #41; 
with an adaition of('tis not eafte to tell how many) 
more, but ſuch as gave more ſenſible Denionſtra-! 
tions of an Enchantment growing very far towards 
a + OSSESSION by Ewl Spirits. | 
SECT. X17. The Children in their Firs} m 
would (till cry out upon, ([ They ] and { Jhem 3 Ol 
| as 
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2s the Authors of all their Harm 3 but who that 
[ They ] and [| Them] were,. they were not able 
to declare. At laſt, the Boy obtain d at ſome 
times, a (fight of ſome ſhapes inthe room. There 
were Three or Four of 'em, the Names of which 
the Child wonld pretend at certain ſeaſons t6 
tell; only the Name of One, whowas connted 2 
Sager Has than the reſt, he {till fo ſtammer- 
ed at, thar he was put apon ſome Periphraſis - 
in-deſcribing her. A Blow at the place where 
the Boy beheld the Spettre was always felt by 
the Boy himſelf in the pare of his Body that 
an(wered what might be ſtricken at; and: this 
tho' his Back were turn'd 3 which was once and 


4 again ſo exadtly tried, that there could be no 


Collufion in the Buſineſs. Bur as a Blow at the 
Apparition always hr him, ſo it always help'd 
him too; for after the Agonies, which a P»fh or 


| Stab of That had put him to, were over, (as in a 
1.4 minute or two they would be ) the Boy would 
$ tavea reſpite from his Fits a conliderable while, 
4 and the HZobgoblins diſappear. Iris very credibly 
{ reported that a wound was this way given to an 
$ Obnoxious Woman in the Town ; whoſe Name TI 
{ will notexpoſe : For we ſhould be tender in ſuch 
| Relations, leſt we wrong the Repuration of the 
| Immocent, by ſtories not enough enquired into. 


SE CT. X 111, The Fits of the Children yet 
more arriv'd unto ſuch oriors as were beyond 
the Efficacy of any natural Diſtemper in _ 

Gy 


(14) 
They would Bark at one another like Dogs, and 
again purr like ſo, many Cats. They would 
ſometimes complain that they were in a Red- hoe 
Over, {weating and panting at the ſame time un- 
reaſonably : Anon they would ſay Cold-water 
was thrown upon them, at which they would 
ſtiver very much. They would cry out of diſmal 
Blows with great Cxagels laid upon them; and 
tho' we ſaw no Cudgels nor Blows, yet we could 
ſee the Marks left by them in Red-Srreaks upon 
their Bodies afterward. And one of them would 
be Roaſted on an Inviſible Spire, run into his 


Mouth, and out at his Foor, he lying, and rol- | 


ling, and proaning as if it had been ſo in the 
molt ſenſible manner in the Worid ; and then he 
would ſhriek, that Knives were cutting of him. 
Sometimes alſo he would have his Head fo for- 
Cibly., tho” not vi/ibly, nail'd unto the Floor, that 
it was as much as a ſtrong Man could do to pull 
it up. One while they would all be ſo Limber, 
that it was judg'd every Bone of them could be 
Bent. Another while chey would be fo /+:f, 
that not a Joynt of them could be ſtirr'd. They 
would ſometimes be as tho they were Mad, 
and then they would climb over high Fences, be- 
yond the [magination of them that look'd after 
them. Yea, They would Fly like Geeſe; and be 
carried with an incredible Swiftne/s thro' the Air, 
having bur juſt their Toes now and then upon the 
ground, and their Arms wayed like the Wings 
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| of a Bird. One of them, in the Houſe of a kind 


Neighbour and Gencleman,/ Mr. Wil's) flew the 

tengrh of the Roomabour'2o foor, and flew jſt 

into an\Infants high armed Chair ; (as tis athr- 

mow none ſeeing her teet all che way touch the 
oor. 

SECT. XIV. Many ways did the Devils 
take ro make the Chiidren do miſchief borh to 
themſelves and others ; bur thro' the fingular 
Providence of God, they always fail'd in the ac- 
tempts.. - For they could never eflay the doing 
of any harm, unleſs there were ſome body ar 


. hand thac might prevear ic; and feldom with- 


our firſt{hrieking out, They ſay, 1 mujt do ſuch x 
thing ! Divers times they went to (ſtrike furi- 
ous blows at their tendereit and deareſt Friends, 
or:tofling them down ſtairs when they had 
them at the top, but the warnings trom the 
Mouths of che Children chemſelves, would till 
anticipate what the Devils did intend. They 
divers times were very near Burning or Drown- 
ing of themſelves, bur the Children chemſelves 
by their own pitiful and ſeaſonable cries for 
Help ſtill procured their Deliveraace : Which 
made me to conlider, whether the /iztle 
ones had not their Angels, in the plain {enle of 
our Saviours Intimation. Sometimes, when 
they were tying their own Meck cloths, their 
compelled hands miſerably ſtrangled chem(cives, 
ull perhaps, the ſanders oy: gave Joe reliet 
unco 
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anto them. But if any ſmall Miſchief happen'd 
to be done where they were; as the Tearing or 
Dirtying of a Garme#t ; the Falling of a Cup, the 
Breaking of a Glaſs, or the like z; they would re- 
joyce extreainly, and fall into a pleaſure, and 
laughter very extraordinary. All which things 
compar'd with che Temper of the Children, 
when they are themſelves, may ſaggeſt ſome 
very peculiar Thoughts unto us. | 

SECT. XV. Thzy were not in a conſtant- 
Torture for ſome Weeks, but were a little 
- quiet, unleſs upon ſome incidental provocations gy 
upon which the Devils would handle them like 
T ygers, and wownd them in a manner very hor-: 
rible. Particularly, upon the leaſt Reproof of 


their Parents for an thin ſaid or did; 
moſt grievous w 7 dns Boos Arm Azories 
would they fall into. If any uſeful thing w 

'to be done :o them, or by them, they would have 


all forts of Troubles fall npon them. It would 


ſometimes coſt one of them an Hour or two to 
be wndreſt in the evening, or dreſt in the morn- 
ine. For if any one went to «nty a ſtring, or 
«do 2 button about them, or the contrary; they 
would be twiſted into ſuch poſtures as made the 
thing impoſſible. And at whiles, they would 
be ſo managed in their Beds, that no Bed-clothes 
could for an hour or two be laid upon them; nor 
could they go--to waſh their Hands, without 
having them claſpr fo odly together, there 


Was 
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was no doing of it. But when their Friends 
were near tired with Waiting, anon they 
might *do what they would hnto them. Whar- 
ever work they were bid to do, they would be , 
ſo ſnapt in the member which was to do it, 
that chey with griet ſtil} defiſted from it. If one 
ordered them to Rub a clean Table, they were 
able to do it without any diſturbance; if ro 
Rub a air:y T. abi preſently they would with 
many Torments be made uncapable. And 
ſometimes, tho' bur ſeldom, they were kept 
from eating their Meals, by having their Teerh 
4 fete when they carried any thing unto their 
| Mouths. 

SECT. XVI. But nothing in the World 
would ſo diſcompoſe them as a Religious Exer- 
ſe, If there were any Diſcourſe of God, or 
iſt, or any of the things which are not ſeen and 
| are cternal, would be-caſt into intolerable 
{| Anguithes Once, thoſe two worthy Mini- 
0 ters Mr. Fi:kand Mr. 7 hatcher, beſtowing {ome 
*e acne Counſels on the Boy, whom they then 
wr | tound at a Neighbours houſe, he immediately 
y | loſt his Hearing, ſo that he heard nor one word, 
but juſt the laſt word of all they ſaid. Much 
4 | more,all Praying to God,and Reading of his Word, 
es | would occafon a very-terrible vexation tothem; 
they would then ſtop their own Ears with their 
x | 4» Hands; androar, and {hriek and holla, to 
« | drown: the Voice of the Hronrhes Yea,if any one 
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in the Room took upa Bible to look into it,tho' 
the Children could. ſee nothing of it, as being 
in 2 croud of Spectators, or having their Faces 
another way, yer would they be in wonderful Mi- 
{eries, till the Bible were laid aſide. In ſhort 
No goed thing muſt then be endured near thoſe 
Children, which (while they are themſelves) do 
love every godd thing in a meaſure that pro- 
. Claims in them the fear of God. 

SECT. XVII. My Employments were 
fuch, thac I cou!d nor viſit this afflited Family 
ſo often as I would; wherefore that I might 
ſhew them what kindneſs I coula, as alſo that] 
might have a full opportunity to obſerve the ex- 
traordinary Circumſtances of che Children, and 
that I might be furniſhed with Evidence and Ar- 
cument 2S a Critical Eye-witneſs to confure the 
Sadducifſm of thisDebauched Age; I took the 
Eldeſt of them home ro my Houſe. The 
young Woman continued well at our Houſe, for 
civers days, and apply'd her ſelf to fuch Acti: 
ons, not only of Indftry, but of Piery, as the had 
been no ſtranger to. Bur on the Twentiech of No- 
vember in the Forencon,ſhecry'd out, Ab [They] 
baze found me out ! I thought it would be jo! a 
immediately ſhe fell into her Firs again. I ſhall 
row confine my Story chiefly to Her, from whoſe 
Caſe theReader may ſhape ſome Conjecure at 
the Accidents of the reſt. 
SECT. XVIH: - Yatiety of 7 _ 
Elz 
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ſeizd updn the Girl ; in which befides the fore- 
mentioned Ails returning npon her, ſhe often 
would _ up a Ball as big as a ſmall Egg,into 
the fide of her Wind-pipe, that would near 
choak her, till by ſtroking and by drinking it 
was carried down again. Ar the beginning of 
her Fits uſually ſhe kept odly looking w» the 
Chimney, but could not ſay what ſhe /aw. When 
I bade her cry to the Lord Jeſus for help, her 
Teeth were inſtantly ſet ; upon which I added, 
Yes, Child, look, unto Him, and then her Eyes 
were preſently pulled into her Head, ſo far,that 
one might have fear'd the ſhould never have 
us d them more. When I prayed in the Room, 
firſt her Arms were with a frong, tho' nor ſeen 
force clape upon her Ears ; and when her hands 
were with violence pull'd away, the cryed our, 
[ They | make ſuch a noiſe, I cannot hear a word ! 
She likewiſe complain'd, that Good'y Glover's 
Chain was upon her Leg,and when the eſlay'd to 
BO, her poſtures were exactly ſuch as the chaim- 
ed Witch had before ſhe died. Burt the manner 
ſtill was;that her Toreares ith a {mall while would 
paſs over, and Frolicks ſacceed ; in which the 
would continue many hours,nay,whole days,talk- 


| 1ng perhaps never wickedly, but always witrily, 


beyond her ſelf ; and at certain provocations 
her Tortares would renew upon her, till we 
left. off to give them. Bur the frequently 
told us, that if (ſhe might bur#-fteal, or be 
C3 drunk, 


_— 
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\ drunk , fie ſhould be well immediately. 
SECT. XIX. In her ludicrous Fits, one while 

ſhe would be for Flying; and ſhe would be car- 

ried hither and thicher, tho? not long from the 


ground, yer ſo long as to exceed the ordinary pow | 


er of Nature, in our opinion of it : anorber-while 
ſhe would be for Diving, and uſe the Aion: of 
it towards the Floor, on which, if we had not 
held her, ſhe would have thrown her ſelf. Being 
at this exerciſe ſhe told us, That they ſaid, ſhe 
muſt go down to the Bottom of our Well, for there was- 
Plate rhere, and they ſaid, they would bring her 
ſafely up again. This did ſhe tell us, tho' ſhe had 
ever heard of any Plate there ! and we our ſelves 
who had »ewly bought the Houlſe,hardly knew of 
any 3 but the former Owner of the Houſe juſt then 
coming in, cold us there had been Plate for ma-\ 
pv at the Borrom of the Well, | 
had oncea great mind to have eatena roaſt- 
ea Apple, but whenever- (he attempted to eat it, 
her Teeth would be ſett, and ſometimes, if the 
went to take it up, her rm would be made fo ſtiff, 
that the could not poſſibly bring her to her 
Mouth : at laſt ſhe ſaid, Now they ſay, I ſhall eat 
it, if [eat it quickly; and the nimbly eat it all 
up. Moreover, 
There was one very fingular paſſion that fre- 
quently attended her. An Inviſible Chain would 


be” Upr' about her, and ſhe, in much ' pain | 


and fear , fy out , when | They ] began to 
put 
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| put iton, Oncel did with my own hand knock 


it off, as it began to be faſtned about her. Bur 
ordinarily, when it was 0, ſhe'd be pull'd out 
of her ſeat with ſuch violence rowards the Fire, 
chat it has been as much as one or two of us could 
do to keep her out. Her Eyes were not brought 
ro be icular to her Feer, when ſhe roſe 
out of her Sear, as the Mechaniſm of a Humane 
Body requires in them that riſe,but ſhe was ore 
dragg'd wholly by other Hands ;, and once, when 
T gave a ſtamp on the Hearth, juſt berween her 
and the Fire, the ſcream'd our, (tho' I think ſhe 
ſaw me not) that 1 jarr'd the Chain, and hurt her 
Back. 

SECT. XX. While the was in her Frolicks . 
I wes willing to try, whether the could read or 
no 5 and I found, nor only chat if ſhe went t0 read 
the Bible her Eyes would be ſtrangely twiſted and 
blinded, and her Neck preſently broken, but alſo 
that if any one Elſe did read the Bible in the Room, 
tho' it were wholly out of her ſight, and without the 
leaft voice or noiſe of it, ſhe would be caſt into very 
rerrible Agonies, Yet once Falling into her 
Maladies a little cime afrer ſhe had read the 
59th Pſalm, I ſaid unto the ſtanders by, Poor 
Child ! ſhe can t now read the Pſalm ſhe read a lit- 
tle while ago, the liſtened her ſelf unto ſomething 
that none of us could hear, and made us be fitear 


» for ſome few Seconds of a minute. Whereupon 


ſhe ſaid, But I can read it, they ſay I ſhall! 
C4 50 
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So I ſhew'd her the Pſalm, and ſhe read it all. 


over to us. Then faid I, Child, ſay Amen trot ; 
but that the could not do.I added, Read rhe next s 
but no where elſe in the Bible could ſhe read a 
word,. I brought her a Quakers Book, and that 
ſhe could quietly read whole pages of; only. the 


Name of GOD and CHRIST the ill | 


Skipt over, being vnable to pronounce it, Ex- 


* cept ſometimes with fammering a minute or two, 


or more upon it. When we urgec her to tel! 


what the word was that the miſſed, ſhe'd (ay, 1 


muſt not ſpeak, it 5 They ſay 1 muſt not, you know. 
| what it «s, its G and O and D,, fo ſhed: 
ſpell the Name unto us. I brought her again, 
one that I thought was a Good Beok; and: pre- 
{ently. ſhe was handled with intolerable Torments; 
But when I (hew'd her a Feft-book,, as, the Ox- 
ford teſts, or the Cambridge Feſts, the could read 
them. without any diſtxrbarnce,and have witty del- 
cants upon them too. - Ientertaind her with a 
Book.thas: precends to-prove, That there are no 
Witches ; and that (he could read very well,.only 
the Name Devils, and Hitches, could not be ut- 
tered by ber without extraordinary difficulty. 
I produced a Book-to her that proves, T hat there 
are Witches, and that (ſhe had not power tO read. 
Whenlread in the Room, the Story of Ann 
Cale, -4n my Fathers Xemarkgable Providences, and 
came to the Exclamation which the Narrative 
lays the Demons made upon her, [| Ah ſhe runs ' 
the 
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the Rock! ] it caſt her into inexpreſhible Ago- 


nies; and ſhe'd fall into them when ever I had 
the Expreſſion of, Running to the Rock, afterwards. 
A Popiſh Book alſo ſhe could endure very well; bur 
it would kill her to look into any Book, chat 
(in my Opinion ) it might have been proficable 


| and edifying for her to be reading of. Theſe Expe- 


riments were often enough repeared.and (till with 
the ſame Succeſs, before Wi itneſles nor a few, The 
good Books that were found ſo mortal to her were 


4 chiefly ſuch as lay ever at hand-in the Room, 


One was the Gwde to Heaven from the word, which 
I had given her. Another of them -was' Mr. 
Wilard's lictle (but precious) Treatiſe of 7«/:fi- 
oy Dm Books ehyacaa. by my gy 

allo tried upon 3 particularly, his Mſte- 
ry of Chriſt; and 1K. {ngall Book of his about 
Faith and Repentance, and the day of Fudgment. 

Once being very merrily talking by a Table 
that had this. /aſt Book, upon it, ſhe juſt opened 
the Book, and was immeatately [truck 5 ackwards 2S 
the 


the Floor. I hope Ihave not ſpoil'd 
| it of the Books, by telling how much the 
Devils hated them. I ſhall therefore add, That 
my Grandfather Corrons Catechiſm called Milk, 
for Babes, and . The AſſembliesCatechiſm, would 
bring hideous Convulſions on theChild if the look'a 
into them ; tho' the had once learn'd them with 
all-the love that could be. 

.. SECT. XXL. I was not unſcnfible that this 


Girl; 
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Girls Capacity or incapacity to read, was no 
Teft for Truth to be ready by, and'there- 
fore I did not proceed much further in this fan 
' Buſaveſs , not knowing What ſnares = 
lay for us in the Tryals. 
" Few further Tryals, I confeſs; I did make ; x. 
what the event of 'em was, I (hall nor relate, be; 
cauſe I wonld not offend. Bur that which moſt 
made me to wonder was, That one bringing to: 
her 2 certain Prayer-Book,, the not only could 
Read it very well, but alſo did read a large 
oft over, and calling i it Her Bible, ſhe took in 
it a delight, and r= it a relpe& more than 
into her rorreres, 
at the offer of this | Books ſhe woald come out 
of her firs, and read; and. her Attendantswere 
almoſt under a Tempeartion to uſe it as a Charm, 
to make and keep her quict. Only, when ſhe 
came to the Lords Pr ( now and then oc- 
carring in this Book ) | the” 
pur our, fo that ſhe muſt turn over anew 
and then ſhe could read again Whereas 
there are Scriptures in that Book, ſhe c 
read them rherc, but if I (hew'd her the 
Jame Scriptures in the Bible, ſhe ſhould ſoohy 
er Die chan read tem. And the was likewiſe 
made nnable to-read the Pſalms in an Anci- 
ear meerer, which this Prayer-Book had in the 
ſame Volume with it. There were, I think 
I may fay, no leſs than Multitndes of Witneſ- 


ſes 


wonld have her eyes | 
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to this odd thing 3 and I ſhould not have 


withheld from the World this pare of my Hi- 
ſtory : Bur I make no Reflections on it. Thoſe 
inconfiderable men that are provoked ar it (if 
any ſhall be of fo little Serſe as ro be pro- 
voked ) muſt be angry at the Devils, and not 
at me 3 their Malice, and not my Writing , de- 
ſerves the Blame of any Aſperſion which 2 
true Hiſtory, may ſeem to caſt on a Book that 
ſome ove enough manifeſted their Concern- 
menr Ior. 


SECT. XXJI. There was another moſt un- 
accountable Cirtumſtance which now attend- 
ed her; and until ſhe came to our Houſe, 
I think, ſhe never had ience of it. Ever 
now and then, an vi Horſe would be 
brought unto her, by thoſe whom the only 


. called, them, and, Her Company: upon the 


—_— of which, her eyes would be ſtill 
cloſed up; for ( faid ſhe) They ſay, 1 am « 
Tell-Tale, and therefore they will not let me ſee 
them, Upon this would the give a Spring 
as one mounting an #or/e, and Settling her 
ſelf in a Riding Poſture , (he would in her 
Chair be agirared as one ſometimes Amble- 
ing, ſometimes 'Trorting, and fornetimes Gal- 
loping very furiouſly. In theſe motions we 
could not perceive that the was flirred 


by 
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by the ſtreſs of her Feet, upon the grotnd ; for 


often ſhe rouch'd it not; bur ſhe moſtly con- 


tinued-in her Chair, tho' ſometimes in her: 
hard Trot we doubted ſhe would have been To: 
ſed over the Back of it. Once being angry at 
his dulneſs, when ſhe faid, ſhe would Cut off bis 
head if ſhe had a Knife,] gave her my Sheath,where- 
with the ſuddenly gave her ſelf a ſtroke on the 
Neck, but complain'd, ic wautd not Cut. When 
ſhe had Rode a Minute or two or. three, ſhe'd 
pretend to be at a Randezvoule with Them, that 
were Her Company ; there ſhe'd maintain a Dif 
courſe with them, and asking many Queſtions 
concerning her ſelf ( for we gave her none of 
ours ) ſhe'd Liſten much, and Received An- 
ſwers from them that indeed none but her ſelf 
perceived Then would ſhe return and inform 
us, how [They ] did ons or to bandle her for 4 
day or two afterwards, beſides ſome other things 
that ſhe enquired of:bem. Her Horſe would ſome- 
rimes tbrow her, with much Violence ; but ſhe 
would Mount again; and one of the Standers-by 
QACC imagining [ chem ] that were Her Company, 
to be before her ( for ſhe call'd unto them to 
fray for ber) ſhe ſtruck with his Cane inthe Air 
where he thought they were, and tho' her Eyes 
were wholly ſhut, yet the cry'd out, that he ſrruch, 
ber. Her F ant aſtick Fonrneys were moſtly PEr- 
formed in her Chair withour removiag from.it ; 
but ſometimes would ſhe Ride from her Chair 
an 
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' and be carried odly on the Floor, from one part 


of the Room to another, in the poſtures of a 
Riding Woman. If any of us asked her, # ho 
her Company were ? She generally replied, 7 dor't 
know, But if-we were inſtant in our Demand, 
ſhe would with ſome witty Flout or other turn ir 
off. Once I ſaid, Child, if you can't tell rheir 
Names, pray teli me what Clothes they have on ; 
and the Words were n0 ſoczer out of my Mouth, 

but ſhe was laid for Dead upon the Floor. 
SECT. XXIII. One of the Spectators once 
ask'd her, Whether ſhe could not Ride up Stairs 3 
unto which her Anſwer was, That ſhe believ'd ſhe 
could, for ber Horſe could do very notable things. 
Accordingly,when her Horſe came to her again, 
to our Admiration, ſhe Rode (that is, was 7 offed 
as one that Kode) up the Stairs: There then ſtood 
open the Srudy of one belonging to the Family, 
into which entring, ſhe ſtood immediately upon 
her Feet, and cry d out, They are gone 3 they are 
gone ! They ſay, that they cannot, God wen't 
let 'em come here! She alſo added a Reaſon for 
it, which the Owner of the Srudy thought more 
kind than rrue. And the preſently and perfectly 
came to her ſelf, ſo that her whole Diſcourſe and 
Carriage was altered unto the greateſt meaſure 
of Sobriery, and (he fate Reading of the Fible aud 
Good Books, for a good part of the Afterncon. 
Her Afairs calling her anon to go down again, 
the Demons were in a quarter of a minute as bad 
upon 


(28) 
upon her as before, and her Horſe was Wai 


for her. I underſtanding of it immediarely no 
have her up to the Srxdy of the young Man where 


ſhe had been at eaſe before z meerly to t 
Whether there had not beena Fallacy in what 


had newly happened : but ſhe was now fo rwiſt- 


ed, and writhen, that it gave me much trouble 
to get her into my Arms, and much more to 


my hands, and when I recovered my Hold, the 
was thruſt fo hard upon me, that I had almoſt 
fallen Backwards, and her own Breaſt was ſore 


afterwards, by their Compreſhons to detain her z 
ſhe ſeem'd heavier indeed than three of her ſelf. 


bag 97 hr —_ rh =o an 
, ay1 muſt not go #n!) at we pul 

= in ;- where ſhe was no ſooner come, but ſhe 
could ſtand on her Feet, and with an altered Tone, 


could thank me, ſaying, now 1 am well. Ac firſt 


ſbe'd be ſomewhat faint, and ſay, She felt ſome- 
thing £0 ozt of her; but in a Minute or two, the 
could attend any Devotion, or Buſineſs as well 
as everin her Life ; and both ſpoke and did as 
became a perſon of good Diſcretion. 

I was loath to make a Charm of the Room ; yet 
ſome Strangers that came to vitit us, the Week 
after deſiring to fee the experiment made, I per- 
mitted more than two or three Repetitions of itz 
and it ſtil] ftucceeded as I have declared. Once 
whenl was aflitting'em in carrying of her up,ſhe 

Was 


drag her up rhe Stairs. She was pulled out of } 
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; was torn out of all our hands; and to my ſelf, ſhe 

cry'd out, Mr. M. —One of ther is going to puſh 
| you down the ſtairs, have a care, I remember not 
4 that I fel: any Thruſt or Blow; but I think I was. 
} unacconntably made to ftep down backward two or 
three ſteirs, and within a few hours the cold me 
by whom it was. 

SECT. XXIV. One of thoſe that had been 
concerned for her Welfare, had newly implored 
the great GOd that the young Woman might be 
able ro declare whom the apprehended her felf 
troubled by. Preſently npon this her Horle re- 
turned, onlyiit peſtered her with ſuch »gly paces 
that ſhe fell out with ber Company, and threa 
now to tell all, for their ſo abuſing her. I was 
going abroad, and ſhe ſaid unto them: that were 
about her, Mr. M.—# gone abroad, my Horſe 
wort come back, till he come home, and then I be- 
leve (faid the ſoftly) 1 ſhalt ref him all. I ſaid 

an hour or rwo, and then returning. 

when I was juſt come to my Gare, before I had 
_ the leaſt Sign or Noiſe of my being there, 
ſaid, Ay Horſe is come! and intimated, 
that I was at the Door. When I came in, 
I found her mounred after her fathion, upon 
her Aerial Steed; which carried her Fancy to 
the Journeys end. There ( or rather then ) ſhe 
maintained a conſiderable Diſcourſe with Her 
Company, liſtening very attentively when ſhe 
had propounded any Queiion, and receiving the 


Anſwer 
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Anſwers with impreſſions made- upon her mind | 


' She ſaid; Web: what do you ſay? How many Fitz 
more am 1 to bave ? — pray. can you tell bow long 
it ſhall be before you'are hang d for what you har 
done ? — Tok are filthy Witches to my knowledge, 1 
ſhalt ſee ſome of you go after your Siſter Ton. wou 
have killed me, but you can't, 1 don't fear you. 
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Tow would bavye thrown Mr ic, 


Note, on To mor- Mather down ftairs, but ye 
row,the Miniſters could nor.—HWHell, How ſhalt ! 
of the Town were to * To morrow? Pray, What 
ke'p a day of Pray- do you think of To morrow ?— 


er at ber Fathers Fare ye well — Tou hav] 


Houſe *. brought me ſuch an ugly Horſe, 
1 am angry at you; Tc 
find in my heart to tell all, So (he began her howxe« 
ward-paces z bur when ſhe had gone 2 little way, 
— a little while) he ſaid, O/ Fhove jo 
one Queſtion. I muſt go back agam; CK 
rides. She had that ro Leen divers times 
warning us, that they had contriving to do 
ſome harm to my Wife, by a Fall or a Blow, or 
the like ; and when ſhe came our of her mylteri- 
us Journeys, the would (till be careful concern- 
ing Her, Accordingly ſhe now calls 'to 4wr 
Company again, Hark, you, one thing more before we 
part! What hurt is it you will do to Mrs. Mather ? 
will you do ker any hurt ? Here the liſtened fone: 
tire; and then clapping her hands, cry'd out;' 
O! 1 am glad ant, they can do: Mrs. Mather uo! 


hurt 


s 
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| 6% #2 
ndf bart ; they try, bt they ſay they can't, So the 
"Rf returns and at once, diſmiffing her Horſe, and 
gt opening her -Eyes, ſhe: call'd me to her, Now 
w} Sir, ( {aid the) 74 ref you al, I have learn'd 
11] who they are that are the cauſe of my trouble, there's 
df three of them, ( and the im'd who ) if they were 
f our of the way, 1 ſhould be well, They ſay, they 
fri can tell now. how long I ſhalt be troubled, but 
they won't, Only they ſeem to think, their power 
wil be broke this Week, They ſeem alſo to ſay, 
| that I ſhallbe very ill to Motrow,but they are them- 
+ ſelves terribly afraid of ro morrow 5 They fear, 
that to morrow we ſhall be delivered. . They ſay too, 
that they cann't hurt Mrs, Mather,which Iam glad 
of. But they ſaid, they would kill me to night, if 1 
went to bed before ten a clock, if [told a word, And 
other things did ſhe ſay, not now to be recited- 
SECT. XXV. The Day ollowing, which 
was,I think about the twenty (eventh of Novem- 
ber, Mr. Morton of Charleſtown, and Mr. Allen, 
Mr. Moedy, Mr.Willard, and my ſelf, of Boſton, 
with ſome devout Neighbours, kept another 
Da of Pr ayer, at fohn Goodwin's Houle 3 and we 
all the Children preſent with us there. The 
Children were miſcrably,cortured, while we 
laboured ,in our Prayers;-. but our good God 
was nigh unto.us, in what we call'd upon Him 
for. From this day the power of the Enemy: 
| Was broken ;;and the Children,though Aſlaulcs 
i| after this were made upon them, yet were not 
@ 
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ſo cruelly bandled as before. The Liberty of: 


the Children encreafſed daily more ———_ 
with 


and their Yexarion abated by degrees; till ] 
in.2 little while they arrived to Perfeft Eaſe, 


which for ſome weeks x gnonths they cheerfully ef 
joyed. Thus good it is for ws to draw near to God, 
SECT. XXVI. Within a day or :wo after 
the Faſt, the young Woman had two remark 
able Attempts made upon her, by her inviſible 
Adverſaries. Once, they were dragging her in« 
ro the Oven that was then heating,while there was 
none'in the Room to help her. She clapt her 
hands on the Martle-tree to ſave her ſelf ; but 
they were beaten off and ſhe had been burned, 
if at her Out-crys one had not come in from 
abroad for her Relief. Another time; they put 
an unſeen Rope with a-cruel Nooſe about her 
Neck, whereby ſhe was choaked, until the was 
black in the Facez and though it was taken 
before 4t had killed her, yet there were the 
Marks of ir, and of 'a Finger and a Thumb near 
it, remaining to be ſeen for a while afterwards. 
SECT. XXVIE This was the laſt Moleſta- 
tion- that chey gave-her for a whilez and the 
dwelt at my houſe the' reſt of the Winter, ha- 
ving by an obliging and vertuous Converſation, 
made her {elf enough welcom to the Family. 
But within- about a Fortnighr, ſhe was viſited 
with two 4eys of as Extraordinary Obſefſhons 25 
any we had been the SpeRators of. I thoughe it 
| conye- 
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#4 tion with a Sermon upon the memorable Providen- 


—_—— 
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convenient for me to "entertain any Congrega- 


ces which theſe Children had been concerned in. 
When I had n to ſtudy my Sermon, her 
Tormentors again \eiz'd uapn her ; andall Friday 
and Satxrday, did they manage her with 2 ſpecial 


any. wks was plain, to diſturb me in what I 
a 


was about. In the worlt of her extravagancies 
formerly,ſhe was more dutiful ro my ſelf, than I 
had reaſon to expe, but now her whole carriage 
to me, was with a Saucineſs that I had not been 
us'd to be treated with. She would knock at 
my Study Door, affirming, That ſome below would 
be glad to ſee me ; when there was none that askr 
for me. She would call to me with mulciplied 
Impertinencies, and throw ſmall things at me, 
wherewith ſhe could not give me any hurt. 
She'd beRtor me at a ſtrange rate for the work. 
I was at, and threaten me with 7 know not what 
miſchief for it. She got a Hiſtory that I had 
Written of this Witchcraft, and tho' ſhe had be- 
fore this, read it over and over, yet now 
the could not read ( I believe ) one entire Sen- 
tence of it ; but ſhe made of it the moſt ridicu- 
lous Traveſty in the World, with ſuch a patneſs 
and exceſs of Fancy, to ſupply the ſenſe char the 
piit'upon it, as I wasamazed at. And he par- 
ticularly told me, That I ſhould quickly come to 
diſyrace by that Hiſtory, 
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SECT. XXVIII. But there were many &: 
ther Wonders beheld by us before theſe two 
days were out. Few torture attended her, by 
ſuch as were provoked; her Frolicks being the 
things that had moſt poſleflion of her. I was i 
Latin telling ſome young Gentlemen of the Col 
ledge, that if I ſhould bid her {ook to God, hee 
Eyes would be put out,upon which her Eyes we 
preſently ſerved ſo. I was in ſome ſurpriz 
when I ſaw that her Trowblers underſtood Ls 
tin, and it made me willing to try a little more 
of their Capacity. We continually found, that 


if an Engliſh Bible were in an of the Roon 
ſeriouſly look'd into, changh the | ſaw and hear 
nothing of it, ſhe would immediately be in very 


diſmal Agomes. We now made a Tryal more 
than once or twice,of the Greek New Te 

and the Hebrew Old Teſtament ; and we ti 
tound, That if one ſhould go to read in it never 
ſo ſecretly and filently, it would procure he 
that Anguiſh, which there was no enduring of 
Bur, I thought, at length, I fell _ one infe 
rior Language which the Demons did not ſeem 
Jo wel to underſtand. 

SECT. XXIX. Devotion was now, as for 
merly the terribleſt of all the provocations that 
could be given her. Icould by fio means bri 
her to own; that ſhe defired the mercies of G 
and the prayers of good men, | would have ob- 
tained a Sign of ſuch a defire, by her lifting 

up 
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of up of her hand ; but ſhe ſtirr'd it not: I chen 
vol lifted up her hand my felf, and tho' the ſtan- 
x ders-by thought a more inſignificant thing could 
the! not be propounded, I ſaid, Child, if you deſire 
in} thoſe things, let your hand fall, when 1 take mine 
off away : I took my hand away, and hers continu- 
x ed ſtrangely and ſtifly ſtretched out, ſo that for 
ſome time, ſhe could not take it down. During 
2 two days we had Prayers oftener in our 
Family than at other times z and this was her 
uſual Bebaviour at them. The man that Pray'd, 
uſually began with Reading the Word of - God; 
which once as he was going to do, ſhe call'd to 
him, Read'of Mary Magdalen, out of whom the 
Lordcaſt ſeven Devils; During the time of Read- 
ing, the would be laid as one faſt aſleep 3 but 
when Prayer was begun, the Devils would (till 
throw her oz the Floor, at the Feet of him that 
Prayed. There would ſhe lie and Whiltle and 
Sing and Roar, todrown.the Voice of the Prayer; 
but that being a little roo audible for Them, 
they would ſhat cloſe her Mouth and her Ears, 
and yet make ſuch odd Noiſes in her Throat as 
that ſhe her ſelf could not hear our Cries to God 
for her. She'd alſo fetch very terrible #/ows 
with her Fiſt, and Kicks with her Foot at the 
man that Pray'd 3 bur ſtill ( for he had bid 
that none ſhould hinder her ) her #:// and Foot 
would always Recoil, when they came within a 
few hairs breadthsof him juſt as if Rebounding 
= .FY againſt 
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againſt a Wall ; fo that ſhe touch'd himnot, bye 
then would beg hard of other people to ſtrike him, 
and particularly ſhe entreated them to take the 
Tongs and (mite him ; which not being doney 
ſhe cryed out of him, He b.25 wounded me in the 
Head. But before Prayer was out, ſhe would be 
Jaid for Dead, - wholly ſenſleſs and ( unleſs tog 
{ſevere Trial ) breathleſs , with her Belly (wel: 
led likea Drum, and ſometimes with croaking 
noiſes in it 3: thus would ſhe lye, moſt exactly 
with the ſtiffneſs and poſture of one that had 
beea two Days laid out for Dead. Once lying 
thus, as he' that was praying, was alluding tg 
the words of the Canaariteſs, and (aying, Lord, 
have mercy 'on a Danghter vexed with a Devil; 
there camea big, but low voice from her, ſay- 
ing, There's two or three of them ( or s ! ) and 


the ſtanders by, were under that Apprehenfion, | 


as that they cannot relate 'whether her Month 
mov'd in {peating of it. wWhen Prayer was end- 
ed, the would tevive in a minure or two, and 
continue as Frolickſome as before. She thus con- 
tinued until Saturday towards the Evening 3 
when, after this man had been at Prayer, I char- 
ged all my Family to admit of no Diverſion by 
her Frolicks, from ſuch exerciſes as it was pro- 
per to begin the Sabbath with. They took the 
Counſel ; and tho” the aflayed, with as witty,and 
and as nimble, and as various an Application to 
each of them ſucceſſively as ever I lay, to _ 

them 
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| them laugh, yet they kept cloſe to their good 
Books which then called for their Acrention. 
When ſhe ſaw thar, immediately the fell a- 
ſleep ; and in two or three hours, ſhe waked 
ectly her /elf; weeping bitterly to remember 
( for as one come out of .a dream {he could re- 
member ) what had betallen her. 


SECT. XXX. After this, we had no more 
ſuch Entertainments. The Demons it may be 
would once or twice ina Week,trouble her for 
a few minutes with perhaps a :wifting-and a 
rwinkling of her Eyes, or a certain Cough, which 
did (eem to-be more than ordinary. Moreover, 
both (he at my Houſe, and her Siſter at hore, at 
the time which they call Chriſtmas, were by the 
Demons made very drunk, though they had no 
ſtrong Drink ( as we are fully (ure ) to make 
them ſo. When ſhe began to feel her {ſelf 
thus drunk, the complaig'd, O they ſay they will 
have me to keep Chriſtmas with them ! They will 
diſgrace me when they can do nothing elſe ! And 
immediacely the Ridiculous Behaviours of one 
. drunk, were with a wonderful exactnels repre- 
ſented in her Speaking, and Reeling , and 
Spewing, and anon Sleeping, till (he was well 
again. Bar the Vexations of the Chilaren 0- 
therwiſe abated continually. 
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They firſt came to be always quiet, unleſs up- 
on Provocations. Then they | got liberty "tc 
work, but ot to read: then Enher on, to 
repo, but not aloud.” ' At laſt they were wholy 
detivered ; and for many Weeks remained ſo; 
+ SECT. XXXI. I was not unſenfible, that 
it might be aneafie thing to be roo bold, and g6 
roo far, in making of Experiments : Nor was | 
ſo wnphiloſophical as not to diſcern many oppor- 
runities of Giving and Solving ' many Problems 
which the Pneumarick Diſcipline is concerned its 
I confeſs I have Learne much more than I ſought, 
andTI have been inform'd of ſome things relat: 
to the inviſible World, which as I did not thi 
it lawful to ask, ſo I'do not think it proper to 
tell; yer I will give a touch upon-one Problem 
commonly diſcourſed of; that is, 

Whether the Devils know our Thoughts, or no ? 

-I will not give the Reader my Opiwon of it, 
but-only my Experimens. 'That 
they do nor, was conjectured from this: We could 


cheat them when we /poke one thing, and meant 


another. This was found when the Children | 
were tobe undreſſed,” The Devil would till in } 


ways beyond the force of any —_— wonh- 
derfully cwiſt the part that was to be wndreſt, 10 
that chere was no —_— it. But, if we ſaid, 
wntye his Neckscloth,and the parties bidden,at the 


ſame time, underſtood our intent to be, untye 
his'Shoe; the Neckecloth, and nor the _ 
| cn 


-4 


x EE 28536 —PTTS 


(39) 
ui been made ſtrangely inacceſſible. But on the 
other fide; That they do, may be conjectured 
from this.- I'called the Young Woman at my 
Houſe by her Name, intending to mention unto 
her ſome Religious Expeaient whereby (he might, 
as I thought, much to relieve her ſelf ; preſently 
her Neck was Broke, and I continued watching 
my Opportunity to ſay what I deſigned. I could 
not get her to come out of her Fit, until I had 
laid alide my purpoſe of ſpeaking what I thought, 
and then ſhe reviv'd immediately. Moreover 2 
Young Gentleman viſiting of me atany Study to 
ask my advice about curing the 4rhei/orand Blaſ- 
phemy which he complained, his Thoughts were 
more than ordinarily then infeſted wh ; after 
ſome Diſcourſe I carried him down to ſee this 
Girl who was then moleſted with her unſeen 
Fiendsz but when he came, ſhe treated him very 
courſly and rudely, asking him What he came to 
the Houſe for ? and {eemed very angry at his be- 
|| ing there, urging him to be gone with a NE 
| impetuous Importunity. Perhaps all Devilfare 
not alike Sagacious. 

SECT. XXXII. The Laſt Fit that the 
Young Woman had, was very peculiar. The 
Demon: having once again ſeiz'd her, they made _ 
her prexend to be Dying ; and Dying truly we 
fear'd at laſt ſhe was : She lay, the Tofled, ſhe 
Pull'd juſt like one Dying, and urged hard for 
{ome one to die with her, ſeeming loath co Cm 
alone 


- 
—- 


> w-2v 


Sw WITAAMNL ”T 0 > © = 


(40) 


«lone. She argued concerning Death, in ſtrains 
that quite amazed us; and concludgd , That 
tho' the was loath to Die, yet if God faid ſhe 
muſt, ſhe ff; adding ſomething abcut the 
ſtate of the; Countrey, which} we wonared at; 
Anon, the Fit went over ; and as I gueſſed it 
would be, it was the laſt Fir (he had at our 
Houle. Burt all my Library never afforded me 
any Commentary on [thoſe Paragraphs of the 
Goſpels. which {peak of Demonijacs, equal to 
that which the paſſions of this. Child have 
given me. 

SECT. XXIII. This is the Story. of Goodwin: 
Children, a Story all made up of Wonders ! 1 
have related nothing but what I-judge to be 
true. I was my felt an Eye-wieneſs to a large 
part of what I tell; and I hope my Neighbours 

ve long thought, that I have otherwiſe Learn 
ed Chriſt, than to. Lie unto the World. Yea, 
there is, I believe ſcarce any one particular, in 
this Narrative, which more than one credible 
Witneſs will not be ready to make Oath unta, 
The things of moſt concernmeat in it, were be- 
fore many Critical Obſervers; and the whole 
happened in the 4erropolis of the Engliſh Amerj- 
ca, unto a Religious and Induſtrious Family 


——_—— — 
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which was viſited by all forts of Perſons, that | 


had a mind to latisfie themſelves. I do now 
likewiſe Publiſh the Hiſtory, While the thing 


is yet Freſh and New ; and I Challenge all Men 
to 


I 
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to dete& ſo much as one deſigned Falſhood, yea, 
or ſo mach as one important Miſtake, from the 
Egg to the Apple of it, I have writ as plainly 
as becomes an Hiſtorian, as rr=ly. as becomes a 
Chriſtian, tho' perhaps not ſo proficably as be- 
camea Divine. But 1 am reſolv'd after this, 
never to uſe but juſt one grain of patience with 
2ny man that ſhall go to impoſe upon me, a de- 
nial of Devils, or of Witches. I thall count thar 
man {pnerant who thall ſuſpect, but I (hall COUNnEe 
him down-right Impudent if he Aﬀert the Non- 
Exiſtence of things which we have had ſuch 
pable Convictions of. I am ſure he cannor 
a civil (and ſome will queſtion whether he 
can be an honefg) man that ſhall go to deride the 
Being of things which a whole Countrey has now 
beheld an Houſe of pious people (uttering not 2 
few Vexations by. Burt if the Sadducee, or the A- 
theiſt, have no right Impreſſions by theſe Memo- 
rable Providences 'made upon his - mind ; yet I 
hope, *thoſe that know what it is to be ſober, will 


, | not repentany pains that they may have taken 


in perulting what Records of theſe Witchcrafts 
and'Poſſeſſons, 1 thus leave unto Poſterity. 


POST. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


KJ OU have ſeen the Trowble and the Relief of | 


Fohn Goodwin's Children. After which 


the Demons were let looſe to make a freſh At-/ 


racque upon them, tho' not in a manner altoge- 
ther ſo terrible and afflictive as what they had 
before ſuſtained. All the three Children were vi- 
ited with ſome return of their Calamiries ;but 


the Boy was the Child which endured oft in this 


ew Aſſault. He had been for ſome whule kind- 
ly entertained; with Mr. Baily at Watertown, 
where he had enjoyed a long time of eaſe; the 
Devils having given him but little diſturbance 
except what was for a ſhort while after his firſt 
(ompng _—_ no ſooner _ Home, but 

began to be ill again, w vers Pecu- 
liar Circumſtances a ing of him. There 
was this particularly remarkable; that the Boy 
dream't he had a Bore within his Skin growing 
croſs his Ribs; and: when he awaked, he felt 
and found a thing there which was eſteem'd a 
Bone , by them that handled-it; only every 


one wondered how it ſhould be lodged there. | 


An expert Chirurgeon, Dr. Fobr Clark, , being 
advisd withabqut it, very dexterouſly :0ok. 5 
out z and it prov d not the imagined Bone, 
but 2 confiderable Pin; a Braſs Pin, which 
could not poſſibly have come to 1ye there S, : 
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did - without the Preſtigious Conveyance of a 
Myſterious Witchcraft. Another time 0 '2 


| Lords Day his Father would have taken him to 


Meeting with him ; and when- his Father 
ſpoke of going to ſome of the 4ſſemblies in 

Town ( particularly both the North and the 
South) the Boy would be caſt into ſuch Toy-. 
tures and Poſtwres, that he would ſooner Die 
than go out of Doors 3 but if his Father ſpoke 
of going to others of the Aſſemblies in the Town, 

icularly the L»akers, the Boy in a moment 
would be as well as could be. The Tryal of 
this was more than five times repeated, and were 
it fully related, would be more than Ten times 
Admired 


Our Prayers for the Children were juſtly re- 
newed , and I hope not altogether «nan/wered. 
Upon oze Prayer over two of them, they had a- 
bout a Fortnights eale 3 and their Ails again re- 
turning, Prayer was again awakened ; with ſome 
Circumſtances not proper to be expoſed unto 
the World. God gave a preſent Abatement here- 
upon to the Maladies , of the Children, and 
cauſed their Invaders t& retire 3 fo that by de- 
grees they were fully and quickly Delivered. 
Two days of Prayer obtained the Deliverance of 
two. The Third, namely the Boy, Remaining 
under ſome Annoyance by the Evil Spirits, a 
Third day was employ'd for him, and he ſoon 
found the Bleſſed effects of it in his Deliverance 
allo. 
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There were ſeveral very memorablethings atten- 
ding this Deliverance of the Children, and the 
Vows, and the Pleas, uſed in the Prayers which 
were thereby an{wer'd,but they were all private, 
yea, in a fort, ſecret; Non eſt Religio nbi ommia 
parent; and I underitand, (for I have ſome A&' 
—_—_— with him ) that the Friend of the 
ildren, whom God gave to be thus concern- 

ed and /acceſsful for them, deſires me not to let 
Reports of thoſe things go'out of the Walls of a 
Study, bar to leave them rather for the notice 
of the other World. Ithink it will not be im- 
proper to tell che World, that one thing in the 
Childrens Deliverance was the ſtrange h of 
an horrible old Woman, who was prelum'd to 
havea great hand in their Afﬀi&tion. Before her 
Death and ar it, the Alms-houſe where the lived 
was terrified -with fearful noiſes, and ſhe ſeem'd 


to have. her Death haſtened by diſmal blows } 


received from the inviſible World. But having 
mentioned'rhiss all that I have now to publiſh is 
that rayer and Faith, was the thing which 
drove the Devi/s from ghe Children; andI am to 
bear this Teſtimony anto the World, That the 
Lord 1s nigh to all them, who call apon him in truth, 
and, T hat bleſſed are all they that wait for Him. 


Finiſhed, June 7th, 168g. 
M1 A N- 


| 
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MANTISSA 


ded an Account given us , by the Godly 

Father of theſe Haunted Children ; who 
upon bis Reading over ſo much of our Hiſtory, 
4s was written of their Exerciſe before their full 
Delwtrance, was willing to expreſs bus Atteſtation 
ro the Truth of it; with this further Declara- 
tiow of the Senſe, which he had of the unuſual 
Miſeries, that then lay upon bis Family. *Tis 


i bb the foregoing Narrative , we have ad- 


| in his own Style; bur 1 ſuppoſe a Pen hath not 


commenly been managed with more Cleanly Dit- 
courle by an Hand uſed, only ta the Trowel ; 


' and his Condition hath been ſuch, that he may 


fairly have Leave to ſpeak. 


I'N 
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.._. 


N the Year 1688. about Midſummer, it plex 
ſed the Lord to Viſit one of my Children. 
with a fore Viſitation ; and ſhe was not 

only Tormented in her Body, but was in great 
diſtreſs of 44nd, Crying out, That ſbe was is' 
the Dark concerning her Souls Eſtate, py that ſhe" 
_ miſpent her previous time , She and we think- 


time was near at an end Hearing thoſe" 


Stxieks and Groans which did not only pierce 


the Ears, but Hearts of her Parents ; now. 
was a time for me to Conhider with- as 


and ro look into my own Heart and Li | 
ſee how matters did there ſtand between God 
and my own Soul, and fee yr pat the Lord 


arthey —_ wich me Ta _ nd co jul 
nd cautle to Fo grah © oj woe} 


the Lord. This | 
time, the Lord ſaw good t__ to Dou os the 
Afﬀidction in /miting down another Child, and 
that which was moſt heart-breaking of all, and 
did Double this double Aﬀiction 'was, it was 
a nc and judged by all that ſaw them, that 
e Devil and his Inſtrament$, had a hand in it. 
The conſideration of this was moſt dreadful : 
I thought of what David ſaid, 2 Sam, 24. 14. 
ifhe feared fo to fall into the hands of _ 
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- oh !' Then to think of the Horror of our condi. 


tion, to. be inthe Hands of Devils and Wirches ! 
This our doleful condition moved us to call to 
our Friends to have pity - on us, for Gods: Hard 
had touched us. I was ready to (ay, that no ones 
Afﬀiction was like mine; That my /icrle Houſe 
that ſhould be a little Berhel for God ro-dwell 
in, thould be made a Dez for Devils; that thoſe 
lietle Bodjes, that thould be Temples for- the Holy 
Ghoſt to dwell in, thould be thus harrafled and 


{ abuſed by the Devz/and his curſed Brood. Bur 
'| now this rwice doubled Affliction is doubled again. 


Two-more of my Children are ſmitten down, 


»| oh! The Cries,the Shrieks,the Tortures of theſe 
*| poor - Children ! Do#ors cannot help, Parents 


*| weep.and lament over them, but cannot tale 
1 them; Now I conlidering my Affliction to be 


| more than ordinary, 16 did certainly call for more 


| than ordivary Prayer. I acquainted Mr. Alex 
{| Mr. Moodey, Mr. Willard, and Mr. C.. Macher, 
| the four Miniſters of the Town with it, and Mr. 


Morton of Charleſtown y earneſtly deſiring them, 
that they, with ſome other praying People of God, 

how be earneſt 
with God, on the behalf of us and our Children 
which they ( I thank chem for it ) readily at- 
tended with great fervency of Spirit; bur as for 
my part, .my heart was. ready to {ink to hear 
and ee thoſe dolefal Sights, Now I thought that 


[ had greatly neg! my duty to my, Children, 
Mm 
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-in:not” admoniſhing and - inſtruRing -of :them; 
and that-God was hereby Oy ting ny my frns' 
mind, ' to-$lay my Children; Then 
'thar place in Num. 23.23. Swrely —_ is 
Inchantnient againſt Jacob, neither is there any Di 
aHnabion againſt 40-1 And now I thought Thai 
[broke Coveriant with 'God,not only in-ore rel 
Þur in/»asy, but it: pleaſed the Lord to bring 
boy to'mind in Heb. gr >; an be _ 

td'thitir unrighteouſneſs, anid their Sins and 
$quities will I remember- ro more. The Con(iderati 
on how the Lord did deal with Fob, -and his P+ 
#ience, and the End rhe Loyd made with-\ bir ws 
ſome 4u to me. ' I thought alſo, on whit 
David (aid, that He-had finned, but what hes 
thiſe poor Lattibs done? Bur yer in the 'midſt'd 
my Tumeltgons thoughts within me,it was God 
Comforts that did delight my Soul. Thatin the 18, 


born wh and the rye 
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deſire God with me inthis Fr 
thay. pip knowing hereby chatno harm 
| me: 'But -how this folemn day 
ud, «#4 F aſring being at an End, there was an 
-Entinenr/Ariſwer of it: For one of my Children 
Wes deliveredandone of the wicked — 
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of the Devil diſcovered. and ber own Mouthcon- 
denned her, and fo accordingly, Executed. Here 


was Feed for-Faith, and great encouragement (till 
to hope and quietly wait , for. the Salvation of the 


Lord; the Minifters till counſelling and eacou- 


raging me to labour to be found 1n Gods: way, 


commicring' my cale to him, and not to,ule any 
way not allowed in Gods Word. It was 2 
thing not a httle comfortable ro us, to ſee chat 
the le of God was ſo much concern'dabour 
our lamentable condition, remembring us at - all 
times in-theiw Prayers, which I did look, at as a 
token-for'good 3 but you- muſt think ic was 2 
time of fore: Temptation wich us, for meny did 
lay, (yea, and ſome goad people too ) were. 1t 
their caſe,: that they ——_— ſome Tricks, that 
ſhouidgiveeale co their Children: But I chought 
for us to-forſakerhe Counſel of good 91d men, and 
to take the Countel of che yarng ancs, it might 
enſuare our Sowls, tho' far the preſent ic might 
ofter (ome reliet co our Bodies; which was 4 
thing I greatly feared z and my Children were:nob 
at any.came free for doing any ſuch thing, Ir 


_ was a time of ſore Aftiior, but it was mixed 


with abundance of mercy, for my heart was ma- 
ny atime made glad in-the-houſe of Prayer. The 
Neighbaxrhood pitied us, and. were very helpful 
tus; Moreover, tho''my Children were chus 
in every Limb and Joynt: Tormented by. choſe 
Childreai of the Devil, cbey alſo uſing their 

E 2 'Tohgues 
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Tongues at their pleaſure, ſometimes one 
ſomerimes another z yet the Lord did Seardhes,, 
vent them, that they could nor make them ſeat 


wicked words, tho' they did many times hinder 
them from ſpeaking good one: 3 had they in thele 
Fits Blaſphemed the Name of the Holy God, this 
you may think would have been an heart-break- 
wg thing to us the poor Parents ; but God in 
his mercy prevenred them. a thing worth raking 
notice of. Likewiſe they ſlepr welt a Nights ; 
And the Miniſters did often vifit us, and pray 
with us, and for ns; and their Love and Pity 
was fo great, their Prayers fo earneſt and con- 
ſtant, that I could not but admire at it, Mr: 
Maher particularly 3 now his Bowels fo yearnd 
towards us in this'fad condition, that he not 
'only Prizys with us; and for us, bur he raketh ons 
of my Children home ro his own houſe ; which 
indeed was but a troubleſome Gueſt, for ſuch an 
one that had ſo much work lying upon his hands 
and: heart: He took much pains in this great 
Service, to pull his Chi/d, and her Brother and 
Siſter out of the hand' of the Devil. Let us now 
admire and adore that' Fountain the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, from whence thoſe ſrreams come. The 
Lotd himſelf will requite his Labour of Love, 
Our caſe is yer very fad, and doth call for more, | 
Prayer ;, and the good Miniſters of .this Town 
and Che#lefrown readily came, with ſome other | 

good praying People ra my houſe, to keep un; | 
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ther Day of ſolemn Faſting and Prayer ; which 
our Lord faith this kind goeth ont by. My Chil- 


"dren qo all at home, the rwo biggeſt lying 


on the Bed, one of them would fain have Kicked 
the good men while they were wreſtling with 
God for them, had not I held him with all my 
wer and might; and ſometimes he would ſtop 
is own Ears. This you muſt needs think was a 
cutting thing to the poorParents.Now our hearts 
were ready to ſink, had not God put under his 
everlaſting Arms of Mercy,and helped us ſtill to 
hope in his Mercy, and to be quier, knowing that 
He is God, and that it was not for the Potſheards 
of the Earth to ſtrive with their Maker. Well 
might David ſay, that had not the Law of his God 
been bus delight, he had periſhed in his Afiittion. 
Now the Promiſes of God are ſweet 3 God havin 
promiſed, to bear the Prayer of the deſtitute, an 
not to deſpiſe their Prayer ; and he will not fail the 
Expeftation of thoſe that wait on Him ; but He 
heareth the cry of the poor and needy. Thele FJa- 
cobs came and wreſtled with God for a Bleſſing on 
this poor Family, which indeed I hope they ob- 
tained, and may be now worthy of the Name //- 
ral, who prevailed with God, and would nor let 
Him go till he bad Bleſſed us. For ſoon after this, 
there were twomore of myChildren delivered out 
of this horrible pit, Here was now a double Mercy, 


| and how ſweet was it, knowing it came in Ar- 


ſwer of . Prayer | Now we ce and know , 
p, ir 
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it 1s #0t 4 vai thing to call on the:namie of the Lord, 
For He is a preſent help in the time of trouble 4, and 
we may boldly ſay the Lord has been our helper, 
T had ſank, bur Jeſus put forth-his hand and tore! 
me up. My Faith was ready to fail, bur this was 
2 ſupport to me that Chriſt ſaid to Peter, I have, 
Pray for thee that thy Faith fail not.” And many. 
other Promiſes were as Cordials tO my drooping 
Soul. And the Conſideration of all choſe that 
ever came to Chriſt Jefas for Healing, that He 
healed their' Bodies, pardoned their Sins, 
healed their Sos too ; which I hope in 
may be the Fruit of this preſent Aﬀiiction. It 
God be pleaſed to make the Fruit of this AfMidti- 
on to be to take away onr ſin, and cleanſe us from 
iniquity,and to putus on with greater diligence t9 | | 
make our Calling and Eleftion ſure, then, happy Af. | 
flition ! The Lord (aid that I had need-of this | 
to awake me. I have found a proſperous Conditi- 
on a dangerons Condition. I have taken notice 
and con{1dered more of God's Goodneſs in theſe 
few weeks of Aﬀiction, than in many -years of 
Proſperity. I may ſpeak it with ſhame, fo wick- 
ed and deceirful, and ungrateful is my heart, 
that the more God hath been doing for me the /e/7 
I have been doing for #im. My Returns have | 
not been according to-my Recervings, The May | 
help me now to praiſe Hin in heart, lip, and life. : 
The Lord help us ro ſee by this Viſitation, what 
need we have to get ſhelter under the = - 
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Chriſt, to haſt to the K«ck,, where we may be 
ſafe. We ſeehow ready the Devils are to catch 
us, and Torment our Bodies, and he is as dili- 


wy pent co eniſnare our Souls, and that many ways ; 
ut 


ler us put on all our /piricual Armour, and 
follow Chriſt che Cafrain of our Salvation ; and 


| tho' we meet with the Croſs, let us bear it pati- 


ently and cheerfully, for if Jeſus Chriſt be at 
the one end, we need not fear the Heafe of it: If 
we have Chrii# we haveenough z He can make 
His Rod as well as His Sraff to be a Comfort 4 
us; and we ſhall not want if we þe the Sheepo 
Chriſt. If we want Affiidtions we ſhall: have 
them, and Sanftified A fiiftions are choice Mer- 
CIES. 

Now Learneſtly delire the Prayer of all good 
People; That the Lord would be pleaſed to 
perfe# the Work He hath begun, and make ic 
to appear that Prayer is ſtronger than Witchcraft. 


Tohn Goodwin. 
Decemb. 12. 1688. 


Thisis our Firſt Example ; and it is This . which 
has occafioned the Publication of the Relt. 


E 4 Example 


(54) 


EXAMPLE. 11. 


| Mong thoſe Fudgments of God, whichare x 
great Deep, I {uppoſe few are more unfz 
thomable than this, "That Pjous and Holy Men 
ſuffer ſometimes by the Force of horrid Witch- 
crafts, and Helliſh Wirches are permitted to 
break thorough the Hedge which our Heavenly 
Father: has made about them that ſeek him. 
] ſappole the Inſtances of this Cireful thing are 
Seldom ; but that they are not Never we can 
produce very diſmal Teſtimony. Ore, and 
that no leſs Recent than Awful, I ſhall now of- 
fer; and the Reader of it will thereby learn, 
[ hope, to work out his own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling. 

SECT. I. Mr: Philip Smith; aged about Fifty 
Years, aSon of Eminently vertuous Parents; a 


Deacon of the Church at Hadley, a Member of 
our General Court, an Aſſociate in their Coun- 
try Court, a Sele#-Man for the Aﬀairs of the 
Town, a Liextenant in the Troop, and, which 
Crowns all, a man for Devorion and Gravity, 
and all that was honeſt, exceeding exemplary ; 
Such a Man jn the Winter of rhe Year 1684. 
was' Murdered with-an- hideous Wircheraft , 


which filled all: thoſe parts with a juſt aſtoniſh- | 


ment. This was the manner of the Murder. 
- SECT. II. He wes -eoncerned + Re- 
1eving 
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"| Heving the Indigencies of a wretched Woman in 
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the Town; who being diſſatisfied at ſome of his 


juſt cares about her, expreſſed her ſelf unto him 


in ſucha manner, that he declared himſelf ap- 
prehenſive of receiving -1/chief at her hands ; he 
{aid, he doubted the would attempt his Hurr. 
SECT. III. About the beginning of Far. 
ary he began to be very YValetudinarious, labour- 
ing under thoſe that ſeemed 1ſchiadick pains. As 
his /llneſs increaſed on him, ſo his Goodneſs in- 
creaſed in him ; the ſtanders by could in him ſee 
one ripening apace for another World ; and 
one filled not only with Grace to an high de- 
gree, but alſo with Exceeding Foy. Such 
weanedneſs from, and wearineſs of the World, he 
ſhew'd, that he knew not (he ſaid) whether he 
might pray for his continuance here. Such 4/- 


ſurance had he of the Divine Love unto him, 


that in Raptures he would cry out, Lord, ſtay thy 
hand, it is enough, it is more than thy frail Scr- 
vant can bear ! But in the midſt of thele things, 
he uttered ſtill an hard ſuſpicion, that the- 11! 
Woman who had threatned him, had made im- 
preſſions on him. 

SECT. IV. While he remained yet of 2 


ſonnd mind, he very ledately, but very ſolemnly 


charged his Brother to look well after him. Tho' 
he ſaid he now underſtood himſelf, yet he knew 
not how he might be ; but be ſure (ſaid he) 
ro have acare of me for you ſhall ſee ſtrange things ; 
. here 
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There foalthe @ wonder in Hadley 11 ſpa# not be 
dead when it it thought I am! This Charge he 
preſſed over and over ; and afterwards became 
Delirious. : 

SECY. V. Being become Dehriows, he had a 
Speech inceſlant and voluble beyond all imaging-, 
tion, and this its divers tones and ſundry voices, 
and ( as was thoughe ) in various Languages. 

SECT. VL He cryed out not only of fore 
p4jr, but alſo of ſharp Pins, pricking of him: 
ſometimes in his Toe, ſometimes in his -17m, as 
if there had. been hundreds of them. But the 
people upon fearch never found any more than 
One 


SECT.. VIL In his Diftrefſes he exclaimed 
very much upon the Woman afore- 7 


naming her, and ſome others, and ſaying, Do. | 


you not ſee them, there, there, there they ſtand. 


SECT. VIII. There was a ſtrong ſmell of | 


ſomething like Mzk, which was divers times 
in the Room where he was, and in the other 
Rooms, and without the Houſe 3 of which no 
cauſe could be rendred. The fick-man as well 
25 others, complained of it ; and- once particu- 
larly, it ſo ſeized an Apple roaſting at the Fire, 
that they were forced to throw it away. 

SECT. IX. Some that were about him, 
being almoſt at their wits end,by beholding che 
greatneſs and the ſtrangeneſs of his Calamities 
did three or four times in one Night, go and 

give 
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ve Diſtarbance to the Woman that we have 
en of: \all the while they were doing of it, 
che good man was at eaſe, and ſlept as a weary 
man ; and theſe were all the times they per- 
ceived him to take any fleep at all. 

SECT. X. A ſmall Galley-pot of Alkermes, 
that mg rag vnvar a lookt after, yet 
to the ſurprize' of the people, was quite emp- 
tied, ſo that the ſick man could not have the be- 
nefit of it. ' 

SECT. XI. Several yr that fate by 
him, heard a feratching, that feemd to be on 
the Ticking near his Feet, while his Feer Jay 
wholly ſtill z nay, were beld in the hands of others, 
and his hands were far off another way. 

SECT. XII. Sometimes Fire was ſeen on the 
Bed, or the” Covering, and when the Behol- 
ders began to diſcourſe of it, ic wou)Jd vaniſh a- 


way. 
SECT. XIIL Divers people felt ſomerbing 
often ſtir in the Bed, at ſome diſtance from his 
Body. To appearance, the thing that ftirr'd 
was as big a$a Car : Some try'd ro Jay hold on 
it with their hands, but under the Covering 
nothing could be found. A difcreer and (ber 
Woman, reſting on the Beds Feet, felt as it 
were a Hahd, the Thumb and the Finger of it, 
taking her by the ſide, and giving her a pinch; 
but turning to ſee what it might be, nothing 

was to be ſeen, 
SECT. 
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SECT. XIV. The Door ing by the 
ſick man, and ſeeing himlye #34, he did himſelf 
try to lean on the Beds-head ; but he fonnd the 
Bed to ſhake ſo,that his Head was often knock- 
ed againſt the Poſe, though he ſtrove to hold ig 
ſtills and others upon Tryal found the ſame; 
Alfo, the ſick man lying too near the fide of the' 
Bed, a very ſtrong and ſtout man, try'd to lift 
him a little further into the Bed ; but with all 
His _—_ he cauld nor s tho' trying by and by, 
he could lift a Bed-ſtrad, with a Bed, and mar / 
ing on it, all, mirhany ſtrain to himſelf at all. 

SECT. XV. Mr. Smith dies. The Fury 
that viewed the Corps, found a Swelling on one 
Breaſt, which rendered it like a Womans." His 
Privities were wounded or burned. On his Back 
belides Bruiſes, there were ſeveral pricks, or 
koles, 2s if done with Awls or Pins. 


SECT. XVI. After the Opinion of all had | 
pronounc'd him deed, his Countenance continu | 


edas Lively as if he had been Alive; his Eyes 


cloled as in a {lumber ; and his nether Faw not 
falling down. Thus he remained from Satmr- 


day Morning about Sun-riſe, till Sabbath-Dgy 
inche Afrernoon, When thoſe that took him 
out of the Bed found him till warm, tho? the 
Seaſon was as Cold as had almoſt been known 
in an Age. Onthe Night after the Sabbarh,his 
Countenance was yet as freſh as before ; but on 
Monday Morning,they ſound the Face extreamly 

turfied 
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tumified and diſcolowred ;, 'twas black and blew, 
and freſh Blood ſeem'd ro run down his Cheek 
SECT. XVIL The —_ after he died, 
a very credible perſan, watching of the Corps, 
perceived the Bed to move and /rir, more than 
Once ; but by no means could find out the cauſe 


of it. 
SECT. XVIII. The ſecond night, ſome 
that were ring for the Funeral, do fay, 
That they heard divers Noites in th2 Room 
where the Corps lay 3 as though there hal been a 
great removing and clattering of /rools and chairs. 
Upon the whole, it appeared unquelſtionable 
that Witchcraft had brought: a period unto the 
life of ſo good a man. | 


EBXAMPLE IIL 


T* man of whom we have been writing, is 
not the only good Chriſtiaz whom w1le 
Witchcraft has given Annoyance to. We ſhall 
add a nd inſtance, wherein I ſhall Relare 
ſomething that I do not Approve ; and that is, 
The Urinary Experiment. 1 (uppole the Urine 
muſt be borrled with Nails and Pins, and fuch 
Inſtruments IN it as CalTY 2 (ſhew of Tortxre with 
them, if it attain its End. For I have been told, 
Thar che bare Bortling of Urine with Filings of 
Steel in it, which can be better (tho' ſcarce well) 

accounted 


( 60 ) 


accounted for, has been found infigaificant.Now | 4 
fo uſe a Charm againſt a Charm, or:to.uſe-a De, 
vils *bie!d againſt a Devils Sword, who can with | 
a good Confcience try 2 AY Communion with Hel | :' 
is dangeroxs ; all Relief and Snccour: coming by | 
means whole whole Farce is founded in the Laws | 
ofthe Kimgdom of darkreſs, will be ready to: leave | ; 
a ſting oa the Conſcience of him that obtains it | - 


- SECT. I. There was one Mr. St—-x 
of Norts-hbampton, who upon Complaint of ans- 
buſed Servant uncohim, had in-plain and cloſe 
Terms rebuked the Matter of the Lad, for his 
£00 great Severity.. He was a man of good Re- 
parr, and as good Corrage 3" but within as little 4 
while as the man whom he had reproved could 
return to inform his Wife, who was a perſon 
under Suſpicion for Witchcraft, he was taken 
with. many ails and pains that increaſed on him 
©, great Extremity. 

CT. II. He laoguiſhes, decays, and tes : 
but before it came to rhat, ſtrange pghrs were 
in the Houſe. 4 black Ce: appeared in the | 
night, with very aftrighting Circumſtances; and | 
thena Pidgeon ;, both of which they purſued in 
Vain, tho' both of chem were inthe. Houſe. 

SECT. IH. They . went to the Trediti- | 
onal Experiment ot Bonling Urine ; * but they 
could get no Urine from him, a ſtrange Hole 
through the Urinary patjage, ſhedding the water | 
| before 
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- 


(before they could receive it into the Veſſel. 


SECT. IV. The Corps was view'd by the 
Jarys an Hole was found quite thro' his Yard, 


which hindered their faving of any Urine, and 


gave a terrible Torwwre to him. About the 
{mal of his Back,there was a multitude of ſmall 


fps, the calow our-fide of which,being taken a- 
way, underneath were Holes, as:tho' made by 


ſmall Shots, Ulpon which all concluded with good 
Reaſon, the occaſion of his Death to be ſome- 
thing preternatural. 


EXAMPLE IV. 


O Horrid and Heliſh is the Crime of Witch- 
4kF craft, that were Gods thoughts as our thoughts, 
” of Gods ways a$ our ways, it could be no 
other but Unpardonable. Bur that the Grace of 
Ged may be admired, and that the wor/e of Sin- 
ners may be encouraged, behold, Witchcraft al- 
fo has found a Pardon. Let no man Deſpair of 
his own Forgiveneſs, but letno man alſo delay a- 
bout his own Repentance, how aggravated {oever 
his Tranſgrefſions are. From the Hellof Witch- 
craft our merciful Jeſus can ferch a guilty Crea- 
ture to the Glory of Heaven. * Our LORD hath 
ſometimes Recovered thoſe who have in the moſt 
horrid manner given themſelves away. tothe 
Deſeroyer of their Souls. 


SECT. 
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SECT. I. There -was one Mary Fobnſon | 
tryed at Hartford, in this Countrey, upon an 
Indictment of Familiarity with the Devil. She was 
found Guilty of the ſame, chiefly upon her own 
Confeſſion, and condemned. 

ECT. IL. Many years are paſt fince her 
Execution ; and the Records of the Court are but 

t ; yet there are ſeveral Memorables that are 

wy credibly Related and Atretted concerning 


SECT. III. She faid, That. a Devil was 
wont to do her many {eryices. Her Maſter once 
blam'd her for not carrying out the Athes, and 
a Devil did clear the Hearth for her afterwards. 
Her Maſter ſending her into the Field to drive: 
out the Hogs that us'd to break into it, a Devil 
would /corre them out, and make her laugh to 
ſee how he feaz'd*em' about. 

SECT. IV. Her fir(t Familiarity 'y-ith the 
Devils came by 'Di/content ; and withing the De- 
wil to take thar and rother thing ; and te Dev/ 
eo do this and that ; whereupon a Devil appear- 
ed unto her, tendring her the beſt ſervice he 
could do for her. le 1 

SECT. V- She confeſſed that ſhe was guil- 
ty of the Aurder ofa Child, and that ſhe had 
been guilty of Uncleanneſs with Men and Devils. . | 

SECT. VL In the time of her Impriſon- 
ment, the famous Mr./S4-mel Szone was at great | 


pains to promote her Converſion unto God, and | 
| repreſent | 
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repreſent unto her both her A/ery and Remedy 
the ſucceſs of which, was very defireable, and 


conſiderable. 


SECT. VII. She was by moſt Obſervers 
jadged very Penitent , both before and ar 
er Execution; and ſhe went out of the World 
with many Hopes of Mercy through the Merir 
of Jeſas Chriſt. Being asked , what ſhe Built 
her bopes upon ; She antwered in theſe Words , 
Come to me, all ye that Labour and are heavy 
Laden, and 1 will give you Reſt; and thele, There 
is 4 Fountain open for Sin and for Uncleanneſs. 
And the Died in 4 Frame extreamly to the 
ſatisfaftion of them that were Spectators of 


it 


Our GOD tu a great Forgiver. 
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EXAMPLE V.andVI 


—_ I have done Writing, I will inſert 
Example or two- more, communicated 
to me by a Gentleman of ſufficient Fidelity, to 
make a Story of his relating Credible. The hex 


were ſuch” as happened in the Town, 'w | 
himſelf is Miniſter ; and they are but ſome' ol 


more which he. favoured me with the Commw- } 


nication of: But, ic ſeems, I muſt be obliged, 
to conceal the Names of the Parties concerned; 
leſt ſome ſhould be offended. tho” none could 
be x by the mention of them. " 

4 Ins Town which is hone of the Youngeſt 1h 
this Countrey, there dwelr a very Godly and 
Honeſt Man, who upon ſome Provocation, re- 
ceived very Angry and Threatning E 10s, 
from two Women in the Neighbourhoodzſoon 
upon this, divers of his Cartel ina ſtrange man- 
ner Died 5 and-che Man himfelf ſometimes was 
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-met withal The man was one of ſuch Figure 
and Reſpe&t among.them,that the Paſtor ſingled 
cut him for to prayin the Aflembly before their 
breaking up. He pray'd with a more than uſu- 
al meaſure of both Devotion and Diſcretion, 
bat juſt 'as he was coming to that part of his 
Prayer;wherein he intended to Petition Heaver 
for the: Djſcovery of Witchcrafts which had been 
among them, he ſank down 5 T2 1 and Senſe- 
leſs ; and was by his Friends carried away to a 
Bed; where he lay for two or three hours in 
horrible Diſtreſs, fearfully ſtarting, and ſtaring, 
and crying out, Lord, 1 am ftabb'd ! and nowlook- 
mg wiltly to and fro,he ſaid,O here are wicked per- 


ſons among #« even among VS; and he complained,7 


came hither with a full purpoſe to tell phat 1knew,but 
now ( (aid he ) 7 lie like @ Fool ! Thus: he- cone 
tinued untill the Meeting was ove:,. and then 


his Firslefe him 3 only he remained very ſore. 
One-or/bwo more ſuch Firs he had after" that 5 
but afreriyards a more private ſort of fv "a 
was employ'd *upoti hifi. - He was adviſed by 
a worthy man to apply himſelf unto a Magi- 
ſtrate 3 and warned, That he would ſhortly 
murdered, if he did.:not. He took not the 
Counſel z but languiſhed for ſome 'Weeks; 
os able ro Walk and Work; but Ther, he 
ad his Breath and Life ſuddenly riken away 
from hid, in a manner-of which no: fall: Ac- 
count -coukd be given. - TEINS 
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The man had a Son inyaded with the like Fits, 
. but God gave deliverance to him in anſwer q 
the Prayers of his People forgyim. | 


T In the ſame Town, there yet lives a V 
pious Woarnan, that from another Woman 


Ill Foe, vn nm a {mall gift, ay" was eaten | 


by her. Eng 2 of it, ſhe . became 
ſtrangely Koa W=) Aﬀicted ;. and hindred 
Slooping a Night, by the Pulls of ſome in- 
wh rr ra long while together. A Shape 
or two, of I know not who, likewiſe = 
her, and gave her no little Trouble. Ar alt, a 
En Extraordinary L'tolent Came upon herzwherein 
pointed her Hazd, and fixed her Eye, m 
_ Chimney, and {pake at a rate that ao 
waſhed niſhed all abour her. Anon, ſhe brag forth in- 
to. Prgzer, and. yet could bring out ſcarce more 
than's Ljbl AX a In her ſhogt; Frazer 
my an High "— F attby, ad, 
jables rs with Stammerings J'Lord, 
bope, and m thee will I put my 
| he haſt been my Salvation bere, and wilt 
- and ever ! Ulpon which ber Fit left 
= bers a he 2 frerwards grew very well ; {till 


oh Feet , were divers 158 gb rod rene] 
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neſs, and recovered immediately, by a Terrour 
iven to the vile Authoreſs of the miſchief; but 
exact Print Lnage and Colour of an Orange 
made on the Chiles g,preſently upon the (en- 


! of the Child, who yet had no evil defign in 
making of the Preſent. And of other Chil- 
dren, which a palpable Witchcraft made its Im- 
reflions on; but Manum de Tabula. 


| | ding of an Orange to the Witch by the Mother 
' 


T Entreat every Reader, to make ſuch an Uſe 
of theſe things, 'as may promote his own 
well-fair, and advance the Glory of God; and 
{ anſwer the 1zrenc of the Writer, who, 


Hec ſeribens ſtuduit bene de Pietate mereri. 


PI _ 
__Y 


—— 


There now remain two Diſcourſes, for the 
Reader to be entertained with ; the Zatrer of 
which was delivered unto my own Congregati- 
on ; on the Occaſion of what befel Goodwir's 
* 'Children : but the Former of them was deliver'd 
unto the ſame Congregation on the Occaſion of 


| + 2 horrible Self-murder commitred by a poſſeſſed 


Woman in the Neighbourhood. The Dilſcopr- 
ſes were ſuited unto a popular Auditory z bur 
things that are not accarate may be proftable, if 
che Blefling of God accom chem. | 
F 3 THE 
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A Diſcourſe of. the Power and: 
Malice of the DEVILS, 


I Pet.'5. 8, Tour Aadverſary the Devil, As a Roar- 
ing Lycn, walke1b about, ſecking whom he may 
Devonr. | 


J! is a Relation made by David of an En- 
counter by him once met withal, in 1 Sam. 
17. 34. Thy Servant kept his Fathers Sheep, and 
there came a Lyon and tooka Lamb out of the Flock, 
There is an horrid Lyon by which your Souls 
are purſued and endangered: This Zyon ferch'd 
away, after a very diſmal manner, one, that 
was with us, when this. Flock was laſt before 
the Lord; and he ſeeks. he longs, he Roars, in 
that or ſome way to make a Prey.of all. Iam 
keeping my F athers $ keep, and would labour to re- 
icue from the helliſh Lyon every Lamb that may 
lie inhis way. Accept therefore the Text now 
1ead, as, The warning of the Lord. rouge: 

Multitudes of Jews, derted in divers Coun- 
fries, being Converred and Bapriſed by the Mini- 
ſiry of the Apoſtle Peter, at Jeruſalem; he writs 
fo them an Excellent Epiſtle, to Fortifie them 


2gainſt the Perſecutions which their Chriſtianity * 


+ might expoſe them to. , Headyiles them, firlt, 
unto the more geneta! and then, unto the more 


ſpecial Duties of the Chriſt;an Rejigion. The all 
pas pos 4% AC "0 


\ 


A Diſcourſe on the Power, &c. 71 


of his Divine Counſels is, To reſiſt the Tempta- 
tions of the Devil. And the Text before us con- 
tains the Argument whereby we are to be exct- 
ted thereunto ; 'tis drawn frow the Diſpoſition 
of the Devil ; who is here Exhibited. Firſt, as 
an Adverſary, Secondly, as a Potent Adverſary, 
a Lyon. Thirdly, as a Cruel Adverſary, a Roar- 
ing Lyon. Fourtkly, as a Reſtleſs Adverſary, a 
Lyon ſeeking whom he may Devoxur. This then 
is the Doctrine to be now attended unto, 

The Devil s a Potent, a Cruel, and a reſtleſs 
Adverſary to the Souls of Men. 

Prop, x. There is a Combination of Devils 
which our Air is filled withal. A Dewi is a #1- 
ritzal and a rational Subſtance, full of all Wick- 
edneſs, confined by God unto our Air as his Goal, 
for his Apoſtacy from the Company and Employ- 
ment of- the Holy Angels. His Title is that in 
Eph.6, 12. a ſpiritual wickedneſs ; that is, a wicked 
Spirit. A Devil was once an Angel, but Sin has 
| broaght him to be a Faker Angel ; an Angel 
full of Enmity to God and Man; an 4nge! made 
a Priſoner within the ArmoFhere of the Earth 
which we tread upon. 

The Scriptures of Truth, allow us theſe Con- 
, Cluſtons about the Devils of Hell, 

We may, firſt, _— That Ga: oa are 
not meer Motions, or Qualities, or Diltempers, 
as has been by ſome abſurdly enough pn 3. 
The fond Sadducee derides the Dodtrine of Devils, 

F 4 which 
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which we all Embrace. - But I pray, What 
things were thole that left their firſt Eſtate, being 
now reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs to the judgment 
f the great day ? What things be thoſe chat bes 

ought our Lord for liberty to enter inrothe ſwine? 
bart we have among our elves lately ſeen plain 
Demonſtrations, That there are Spirics, which 
underſtand, and argue, and will; and which are 
the Enemies of all chat is holyand jſt; and Good 

We may, Secondly,Conclude, That theſe De 
vils are an» Army in our Air. They are called 
in Eph. 2. 2, the Power (or the Army) of the Airs 
There are divers Miles of 4ir encompaſſing of 
this Terraqueous Globe z to that ſpace it 'St 
the Devils are limited, fince their High-Treaſon 
againſt the God that made them. Here it is thar 
they have a Play Houſe, as well as a Priſon ; here 
they play all their divel5ſh Pranks until the ever- 
laſting Fire (hall begin to lame. Indeed, fome 
Devils may keep more conſtantly to one Comnrrey, 
and ſome to another, Hence we read of ſome in 
Mat. 5.10. They beſonght our Lord much, that he 
would not ſend them away out of the Conntrey, But 
{till the High-places of our Air be the Recepta- 
cles of all the wicked Spirits. 

We may conclude, Thirdly, That theſe Devils 1 
2re an Army under a Leader roo. There is 2 
Goverament, a Monarchy in'the dark Regions; 
and hence in; Marrh. 12, 24. we Read about 
Beelzabub, the Prince of Devils, There you _ 

the 
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the Name of the G —_—— who is King over 
the Children of Pride. Probably, the Devils in 
their firſt Conſpiracy and Rebekion againſt God, 
had a notorious # ing-Leader ; there was one of 
greater dignity and influence than the reſt, by 
whom they were headed ; and they are all now 
under his Command. We have mention in the 
Sacred Oracles, of the Devil and his Angels.This 
chief Devil iscalled by way of eminency, che De- 
vil; burthe has innumerable Slaves, and Officers, 
and Emiſſaries, which are under an entire fubjec- 
tion to him. - His Orders they all obſerve; and 
therefore, when we ſpeak of the Devrl, it in- 
cludeth each private Souldjer as well as him 
that is principal Commander. We ſay, The De- 
vil, as we lay, The Turk, or The Spaniard ; it 
means any or every part of that Inferna! Xendez- 
vow. AS 1t is faicin P/al. 34. 6, The Angel of 
the Lord encamps, i.e. the whole Hoſt of Angels 
areas One inir. : 

Prop. IT. The Devils are the grear Adverſc- 
ries of humane Souls. *Tis here faid adour the 
Devil, hers your Advertary ; or as the Article 
iwtimates, he is char your Acverſary. 

If it be asked, How the Devils are our Ad- 
verfaries ? In genera! they labour to do us all 
the miſchief they can deviſe. They puriue our 
Hurc in all ways, and by all means. Yet in 
fome ſenſe they cammor come at us unleſs according 
to Law. Know, that the Greek word hete notes 


properly 
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properly an Adverſary at Law : *tis'a Law-term' 
the is uſed here. Thus firſt, the Devils are 
our Adverſaries as Accuſers. Tis the Character 
of the Devil in Kev. 12.10. The Accuſer of our 
Brethren, which acculeth thembefore God, day and. 
night, He is calleda Satan, and a Devil for this' 
very Cauſe. : The Devils are firſt our Temprers, 
and then our :4ecuſers. They complain to God | 
againſt us, that we do not fear him, that we do 
not love him, that. we do not ſeck. him, as we 
ought to do ;,. they repreſent our faults before 

the Lord, as things that make us unkc for any 
Mercy at his hands, There is a Court kept fomes/ 
where in the Izvi/ſible Wofld, at - which, Devils 

endeavour to. prefer as many complaints as they 

cen againſt us... They firſt ger- and' then bring 

matters of Accuſation which we might be In- 

difted and Condemned tor. 

Secondly, The Devils are our Adverſaries as 
Deſtroyers. They plead and pray as fo many At- 
tornieys, that a Fudgment may be ted againſt 
us all ; andthen they petition that hey too may 
be the Executioners of it. *Tis illuſtrated in Fob 
7.11, and 2.5. Saran urges upon God againſt 
ob, put forth thine hand now, and touch hu bone 
and bis fleſp. They would fain have all manner 
of Miſcries to be inflicted on us; and they try.all 
they can to gain Opporewnities for doing their part 
that we may be miſerable. A Dewilis called a 
&jſtrozing Angel, They are Devils uſually that 

arc 
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are the Inſtruments of Divine Vengeance on the 
World. If it be asked, Why the Devils are our 


'| Adverſaries ? There is a double Reaſon to be 


Aſſigned of it: One Reafon of it is, | 
"Their Hatred of God, The Devils have ſha- 
ken off the Law, and the Rule of God ; and they 


| cannot bear .chat,the Name of God ſhould be ac- 


knowledged in the World. GOD and the De- 
vils are {worn Enemies to each other ; and the 
Lord may ſay. of them as in Zech. 11. 8. My ſoul 
loathed them,and their - ſoul alſo abhorred me. Now 
the poor Children of Men,both do the Service of 
God,and have the Image of God. We do the 
Service of God.--- Man 1s the Prieft of the whole 
viſible Creation, Tis by our Thoxghts, "tis by our 
Words, that all thingselſe pay their Homage unto 
the Lord... The Devil, that would be in the 
Throne of God, would ruin us, that God may no 
ore bave the-Honour of a F ather, or the Fear 
a Maſter in the Worlci. We allo bave the /- 
mage of God. 1n our Narwre there is much, in 
our Yercze there is more of God's Likene(s. The 
Devil is a Tigre ; they report of that wild Beaſt, 
it will tear « & pitture of a Man, when it cannot 
reach the perſon of a Man: There is a lively 
ſhadow, as it were, of God, upon us; and . this 
the Tigres of Hell cannot endure. 
A Second Reaſon of it is, their Envy at Man. 
The Devils behold Man exalted and advanced a- 
bove them(elves;.,.* Tis ſaid of the Leviathan in 


Teb 


76 A Diſcourſe on the 

Fob 41. 34. He beholdeth all bigh things, *Tis 
filled in the Pope alſo,and laſtly in the Devil.'He 
cannot brook it, that any ſhould be bighe hag 
himſelf. The Apoſtle intimates, that Pride wa 
at firſt, the condemnation of rhe Devil. 'Tis con- 


jectured,that the Devil being informed of God's | 


decreeto have a Max {ubfiſt in the Second Pex. 
fonof the Trinizys this provoked him and his 
Accomplices to their Diſobedience. However, 
* the Devil now ſees Man Savedand himſelf Dan 
meds Man inthe Boſom of God, and himſelf in 
the bottom of Hel ; Wel, now thinks he, 1m 
as this Man all the ſpite I oan. ', 
Prop. III. The Devils are potent Adverſs 
ries of our Souls, 
The Devil is a Lion, and as it was faid in 7wdz: 
14-18,What is ſtronger than a Lion ? He has. 
Power, an Intereſt, chat may make us all rotrems 
ble at his Roaring. Hence we read in Luke 10 
T9. about the power of «he enemy : and he is cont 
paredincap. 11.21. unto 4 ſtrong armed man, © 
- There be three things that ſhew the power of 

our Adverſaries. To 
Firſt, The power of our Adverſaries the De- 
vils,- lies in the Marwre of them. *Tis ſaid in 
Eph. 6. 12. We fight not againſt fleſh and blood only, 
but againſt principalities, and powers, and ſpirituul 
wickedneſſes. They are ſpiritual, and therefore 
powerful, The /piricuality of the Devils ehdbles 
them to ſtrike us when we canni't ſee aps * it 
cs 
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makes'em ready to attack us and ſurpriſe ns at 
unſpeakable Diſadvantages. The Devils are Spi- 
rand hence they count ron but Srraw,and Braſs 
a rotten Wood ; are Spirits,and fo they excel 


in ſtrength ; when they ſeematfraid of lictle Spels 


nd Charms, it-is only a ſtratagem by which 
a0 to decoy us into their dreadful Power how 
than before. One of them ler looſe, perhaps 
fould, ſlaughter an Army of an hundred thouſand 
ina Night, 

Secondly, The Power of our Adverſaries the De- 
vils,lies 1n the Number of them. Even ſuch little 
things as Mice, yea, and Lice have prov'd horri- 
ble Plagues by - becoming numerous. What 
then may the Devils be, whole Troops amount 
unto many Legions! How many Devils can 
ſometimes be | _ for the Vexation of one 
Man ! In the Bowels of one afflicted Child, I 
bave heard that murmur made, There are two or 
three of wa! Yea, we read in Lukes. 30 ofa Le- 
gion that kept a Gari/on in one fingle perion : A 
Legion contain'd twelve Thonſand and five Hun- 
dred in it. Doubtleſs, there are far more Devils 
than there are 47er in the World. They ſwarm 
like the Frogs of Egypt in every Chamber of our 


Houſes. We can go, we can itir no where, bur 
thoſe wild Arabiens will be upon us. 


Thirdly, The Power of our Adverſaries the 
Devils lies in their Confederacies, The Devils 
are 4 as one among themſelves ; their hs 

| cir 
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their Agreement in their deſygns makes them for: | 


midable. Weare told in Mar.-1 2. 26. Satany 
not divided againſt himſelf. But more than 6, 
the Devils have of cheir party among owr ſelves, 

, within our (elves. Devils have Me» on their 
fide All wicked men promote the ends of the 
Devils. Tis (aid, The lufts of the Devil they will do; 
*ris aid, The Devi! works in the Children of diſobe- 
dience. And the Devils have Heart: on their (ide; 
Our wicked Hearts will favour and humour the 
Devils in their attempts,and betray us into their 
hands. When they made their aſſaule on our 
Saviour, *tis ſaid, They found nothing in him, But 


they fand ſomething in «, they find in us, an 1n- | 


mate by whoſe Treachery we becoine their prey. 
"This is the Power of the Enemy. 
Prop. IV. The Devils are alſo cruel Adverſas, 
ries Gor Souls. The Devil is not only a Lion, 
bat a 704ring, an hungry, an angry Lion. Mw 
according to that'in Kev. 20: 2. he is not only a+ 
Lion, but a Dragon too. He will have no more. 
mercy than a Lion he will have no more mercy 
than a Dragon upon all that comes in the way of 
kis crael Clutches. *Twas the deſcription of 

the Chaldeans in Hab. 1. 6. that bitter and haſty 
Nation, To the Devils does it much more belong; 
they are a bitter and a cruel Nation. Never Was. 
there ſach a mercile(s and a picile(s Tyrant as. 
che Devil is;nothing ſo much pleaſesthart bloody 
Monſter as the pain and the death of our unhap- 
pY 
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| py Souls; and he has no Mufick like che groans 
| - Ghrung wounded man. What a Prodigy of 
= Iry was that Roman Emperor, who wiſhed 
that all bis people had but one Neck, that he might 
Cut it off at ablow ! Why the cruel Devil not only 
bed, but in Paradiſe he had and he did ſuch an 
horrid thing. And it is he that inſpires vile 
Men with al the Cruelty that their Inguiſitions, 
and their Torrares give example of. 

Prop. V. The Devils are likewiſe Reſtleſs Ad- 
verſaries of our Souls. They go' abonr,- they are 
always in Aion, always in Mor:on, that they 
may undo the Souls of Men 

The Devil goes «bone. So could he ſay of 
| { himſelf, in Fob 1. 7. 1 come from going to and fro 
+ | mm the Earth, and from walking up and down in it. 
This Prince goes in Progreſs, rides the Circuit 
thro' his whole Dominions to ſee how his work 
is carried on. And all that are under the Infpe- 
Qion of this Prime Yiſier are continually travel- 
ling and labouring too for the dettruction of im- 
morcal Souls. 'They go about, but how ? We read 
in Jude 6. they are kept in Chaizs ;, "tis by ſome 
rendered,they are kept for Chains : but ſuppoſe 
them i» Chains;their Chains are ſo /engrherea,and 
yet ſo limited that they. go about, juſt where and 
when, and how far the Permiſſion of God ſhall 
give them leave. As they are not now in all 
the Torment, {> they are not now inall the Bor- 
dage intended for them. *Twas the —_— a 
| wicke 
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wicked cyrſed Cain, in Gen: 4. 14. A Fugitive 


«nd a Vagabond ſhalt thou be upon the Earth. 
'Tis the Caſe of every Devi/y he is a Fugiti 
and a Vagabond in ow Air. They go 
but why? For no good, you may be ſure. 'Tis 
ory them 2s Loo _y be woes —_— 
al. 59. 15- wander up and down for 
and grudge if they be not ſatisfied. They go aba 
the Catch; they go avout, that they may 
ſpy our objects to work upon z-they go abou 
with a raging 2pperite afrer Sin and the Wage 
of it on the World. You ſhall ſee what the 
ſtures and Methocs of the Devil are ; they av 
drawn with a Pencil of the Santtuary,in Pſal.1o, 
4. Helies in wait ſecretly, as a Lion #n bu 
he lies in wait to catch the poor ; he does catch the 
poor when he draws him into bis Net, Such a DF 
viliſh Adverſary have we to deal withal. th 


USE L INFORMATION. 15 


Thereare two Leſſons that we may learn front 
theſe things. We way ſay after the Apoſtle in 
1 Jobn. 3.15. Inths the Children of God are ma- 
nifeſt, and the Children of the Devil. 3 

irſt, We may ſee from hence, whothe Chili 
dren of the Devilare. Roaring Lions that go '# 
bout ſeekjng whom they may devour, what are they 
but che Creatureswhom the Devitis a Sire unto? 
; We read of one in Ezck. 19. 6. Who became 4 
young 
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young Lyon, and Learned to catch the Prey,and dg- 
voxred men. Such Lyons there often are in the 
world ſometimes there are men whoſe bulineſs, 
whoſe delight it is to devour their Neighbours; 
men who go about to impair the Eitate, who go 
about to Blemith che eſteem, who go avout to 
Debauch the Souls of other men. What ſhall 
be ſaid of ſuch Men? Alas, the Devil is the Fa- 
ther of them all. Ihave no Bleſſing for any of 
them, but yer I may lay to them, This is 4 Lyons 
ſb tothe prey, my Son, thouart gone up. This is 
juſt ike the great old Lyon; with him, even wich 
bin (hall they one day be punithed, and undergo 
the doom in Fer.5 1.38. T hey ſha# roar together like 
Lyons, they ſhall yell as Lyons whelps, The great 
and the terrible God will one day make the Sires 
ful the Whelps rogether, to Roar under the dire- 
and impreſhons of His everlaſting wrath. 
Secondly, From hence we may alſo ſee who 
are the Children of God. *'Tis {aid of our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt in At. 10. 38. He went abont doing 
good. There are ſome that go about ieeking 
whom they may in/#r «#, that- go about {ecking 
whom they may convert, that go abou: ſeeking 
whom they may re/ieve. The Lyon of the Tribe 
of Judah, is a Father to theſe holy men; Not 
tae Devil, but the Saviowr is their pattern. The 
Bleſſed, the Glorious Angels, and nor the ontrags- 
ous Devils do thus improve themſelves. Go on, 


Youls, go on thus to go «bow. I Remember 
G old 
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old Mr. Latymer in a Sermon, has that ſharp 
- © Reflection upon the lazy Biſhops of his Time, 


that ſeldom or never Preached in any one Pu 
of all their Dioceſs, For ſhame, ( ſaid he) yup 
negligent -Frelates, if you will not Learn of God, 
Chriſt and good Men, then Learn of the Dail 
Learn of the Devil, who « always at work. i bi 
Dioceſs, Truiy, we may Learn of the Devil, th 
go about ſeeking the welfare of thoſe whom he 
goes about ſeeking the Ruin of. 


USE. 11. EXHORTATION. 


We have two things now incumbent on us. 

f. Let us Avoid the Roaring Lyon, who git 
about ſeeking whom be may.Devour. Let us notbe 
wilkngely in the way of Devils, who are eve 
Aiming at -our Confuſion: Wc 
Firſt, Let us get from the Roaring Lyon, - by a 
fincereturning toGod in Chriſt.Hear and quake 
all yon-that are yet in your unregenerate 
are in the Mouth of the Roaring Lyon : Oh, 

ow can you be fatisfied: or contented there? 
In Converſion, we are told in Ad. 29, 18. Men 
are turned from-the power of Satan unto God, Man, 
thou art rwmder the power of Satan, untill thou 
art 'Bort: again, O fave thy ſelf before it. 
too late. One once being ready to bed 
by a Lyon, cry'd out,- Help, help, 1 am yet alive! 
Help, 1'#m yer atjve! O thou art yet ative, on 


- 3 3a) Jools: 


Sg TRI SORTC 


HS: 


> S OE SE Sw» 


——_ _ſ_ 


Power and Malice of the Devils. 33 


ifthon arenot quickly redeemed from the Zyor, 
it-will ere long be A roo late! All roo late ! 
Quickly'then Renonnce the ſervice of the DNev1!; 
Quickly loath , quickly leave all your Sins ; 
Quickly run to God in Chritt, and ſay unto him 
25 1n\/ſ4. 26: 13. O Lord our God, other Lords be+ 

s Thee bave bad Dominion over us, but now we 
ill make mention of thy Name alone. 


Secondly, let us keep from the Roaring Lyon, 
by: a {incere-Shanning of what will peculiarly 
bring: us withm his reach. Indeed every Luſt, 
as it were {arrenders us up unto the Devil : 

timea'man gratifes a Luft, a Devil is in- 

vited into the Sout of that Man ; and by every 
mw At of'it,. he takes a new Hold of the Soul, 
|" Vicesthere are which give che Devils 
liar Oppaxtunities' to: Devour us. Of cheſe 

take heed with a more than ordinary Caution. 

Particularly; w 

Firft, Beware of: D/contem. The Devils are 
wonderfully-difconrented Spirzes ;; and none more 
than diſcoxrenrced Perſons, lie open to their In- 
vaſion and Annoyance. The 4ſcontented Man is- 
at God; 1t is a rage at God, it is a Fret 
at God) which diſcompoles him.. We are told 
about the Man that is angry at his Neighbour, in 
Eph, 4. 27. - He gives place to the Devil. How 
much more may this be {aid about the man who 
IS Angry at bis Maker ? _ Dezil finds —_— 

2 rac 
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the Soul of ſuch a man. Be not Angry at any 
Foverty, be not Anpry at Calumny, be not 
Angry at any Afﬀtttion whatſoever. Diſcontem 
opens the doors of the Soul for all the Devils of 
Hell to enter 1n. | 

Secondly, Beware of 1dleneſs . If rhow art 1 
dle, know that the Dewi is not fo 3 the Idle Soul 
iS an empty Houſe, there happens to it that thing 
m Matrt.12.44. The unclean Spirit walks tO and 
iro, and comes and finds the houſe empty, then goeth 
he and taketh with himſelf ſeven other ffirits, more 
wicked than himſelf, and they enter in, When the 
Devil tinds an 1dle perſon, he as it were, calls 
to more of his crue, Come here ! Come bere ! A 
brave prize for wall! When was a David made 
2 prize for a Devil? It was when he roſe from 


his Coxch in the Afternoon, and walked in his: |: 


Balconey, as one that had nothing at all co do, 
Of Jdleneſs comes no goodneſs, 

Third y, Beware of Bad Company. That 5, 
(IT hadalmoſt ſaid ) the greateſt Engine the De- 
vil has, to Trapan the Children of Men withal, 
An Evil Companionis a Gin for a Soul. The De- 
vils will have thee faſt enough, if thou walkeft in 
the counſel of the ungodly, and ft andeft in the way of 
Sinners, and ſitteſt in the ſeat of the ſcornful. The 
Devils, nay, andthe Gallows too, at length often 
devour thoſe that bad Company ſhall ſeduce. 
'T was ſaid to them of Old, Depart from the Tent: 
of the wicked Men, leſt the Earth ſwallow you up- E- 
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Even ſo,Depart from the Xnoe-,depart from the 
Cups of wicked men, left the Devil /wallow you up, 
"Tis faid in Prov. 13. 20. A Companion of Fools 


ſhall be deſtroyed. 


2. Let us Reſiſt the Roaring Lyon who goes 
about ſeeking whom he may devour. 

Do you find the Devil ready to devour you ? 
Be you as ready to oppole him. Ir is mentioned 
2s a fore calamity in Pſal. 109. 6. Let Saran 
ftand at bis right Hand. Alas ! This is the con- 
dition of our Souls ; we have Satan at hand,(eek- 
ing gripe us in his hideous Claws. 

How many Temptations does the Devil ſeek to 
devour your Souls withal > Temptations to Un- 
cleameſs and World'ineſs are devouring of many. 
Temptations to 4theiſmand BlaFhemyare deyour- 


' ing of others. Perhaps, Temptations to Self- 


Murder have near devoured ſome unhappy Sonls. 
O Remember whence all theſe Temprations do 
ariſe. Theſe things are che Roarings of the Hel- 
liſh Lyo-3 and will you hearken to him ? Is there 
any thing in thefe Curſed Roarings to perſwade 
your Hearkning thereunto? What Benefit, what 
Advantage, do you think theſe horrid Roarings 
can propound ? 

me then,Refiſt the T empt ations of this Roar- 
ing Lyon, "Tis (aid in Fam. 4 7. Relift the Dewi, 
and he will flee from you. If you fly, he will be a 
Lyon, it you fight, he will be a Gnat before you. 


Eſt Leo, ſe tugias 3 {i ſtas, q»«ſi muſca recedir. 
G 3 Your 
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One is, your Warch. Hence 'tis here {aid, 8 


vigilant, becauſe your Adverſary the Devil, a4 
Roaring Lyon walketh abour. Whenit was 
out untothe Champion of 1/-ae! in Fudg. 16.20, 
The Philiftines be upon thee, Samſon ; Then the 
awoke out of his Sleep. Thus it may be.exclaimed 
The Lyons are upon thee, O Soul. O how wat 
how wakeful ſhould this caufe thee to be ? Be 
watchful againſt all the. devices of the Devil. Be 
watchful in every place,be watchful in every thing; 
be jealous always, Has not the Devil now ſome © 
Sign upon me ? | 

The Second is your Faith. *Tis recorded in 
Heb. 11. 33. {ome by Faith ſtopped the mouths of 
Lyons. Tho' thou ſhouldeſt be in a Der fall of 
them, yet Faith,true Faith would muzzle them 
all. By Faith, repair to Ghriſt, who is the true 
Samſon, which meets and Slays the Lyons chat 
Roar upon our Souls. By #aith repait to the 
Rock, even to the Rock that is higher than I ; 

you may fit and ſhout 


and laugh at all the 
Lyons that Roar in the Wilderneſs, and day, 
Where i am, there you cannot come. 


. 
» 


Thereare particularly rwo ſorts of devourin 
Temptations, which I would conclude this Dil: 
courſe with ſome {ucable Zefie4ions on. 

Temptations to a heiſmn: and Blaiþhemy, per- 
haps: do moleſt ſome among us; poſſibly, Terri- 


bilia 
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bilia de D E O, and Horribilia de Fide : Diabolj- 
cal Suggeſtions about our God and our Creed, may 


-| caſt fome of us into grievous Agonies : Thele 
{| things make many a good man to lay, 1 am as 


weary of my Life ! What ſhall in this caſe be done ? 
My Advice is, 

Donot ſo much diſpute,as deny the Injections 
of the wicked one. Don't give the Devil fo 
much:honour as to argue and parley about his 
leud propoſals. Refuſe them preſently, refuſe 
them peremptorily ; {o you ſilence them When 
once an Atheiſrickor BlaiShemous thought appears 
within your minds, immediately hiſs it away, 
as the Prieſts did Vzzi4h, when they firſt ſaw 
the Leproſie in his Forehead. Let ſuch thoughts, 
immediately occaſion in you the Savory and 
ious thoughts that ſhall be juſt contrary 
eunto. If the Devil would have you think, 
There is no God, then without any more ado, fpite 
the Devil with ſach a thought with an Ejacula- 
tion contradicting of it, Lord, 1 believe that thou 
art, and that thou art a Rewarder too. Don't ob- 
jet, What if there be no God ? But ſuppoſe for 
once, that God is. *Tis by far the ſafer Sup- 
poſal of the two. And then try whether to 
weuy the Devil, be not the beſt way to Con- 
quer him. Let every Fiery Dart of Satan fetch 
an Holy Dart of Prayer and Grace for thee, 
and the Devil will ſoon be weary of his Me- 


G 4 Tempta- 
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Temptations to Self- Murder, may likewiſe be 
fierce upon ſome unhappy people here. *Tisah 
moſt unaccountable, that at ſome times in ſome 
places here, melancholy diſtempered Raging 
roward Self- Murder, have been in a manner #þ- 
demical. And it would make ones hair ſtand;to 
ſee or hear what manifeſt Aſſiſtance the Devil, 


have _— to theſe unnatural ſelf-executions when 
once they have been begun. *T1sr00 evident; thi 


verſons are commonly bewitch'd or poſſeſs d into 
theſe unreaſonable Fhrenfies. But what (hall 
theſe hurried people do ? | 


My. Advice is, | 

Don't/Conceal, much leſs Obey the motions 
of your Adverſary. Falling in this, made a poor 
man, after a faichful Sermon in a Neighbouring 
Town, preſently to drown himſelf in a pit that 
had not two Foot of water init. If you will 
not Xeep, that is the way not to Take the Devil's 
Counſel. . Let not him Tie your Tongues, andir 
1s likely he will not gain your Souls, Complain 
to a good God of the Dangers in which you find 
yourſelves; cry to him, Lord 1 am oppreſſed un- 
dertake for me. Complain alſo to a wiſe 
Friend. Let ſome prudent and faithful Neigh- 
bour underſtand your Circumſtances : *Tis po 
ſible you may thereby eſcape the Snares with 
which the cruel Fowlers of Hell hope to trapan 


'? 


you into their diſmal Clutches: for evermore. ' 


Your 
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Your Neighbours may do much for you,and may 
your Keepers if God ſhall pleaſe. It may 
the wnkindneſs of ſome Frienc, may have 
thrown you into your preſent Madnets. Now 
the kindneſs of ſome Friend may prove the Anti- 
dorte. Many times a Natural Diſtemper, IS that 
by which the Devil takes advantage ro get the 
Souls of Self-deſtroyers into his bloody hands. 
In this caſe, for the tempted perſcns to diſcloſe 
their Griefwill be the way to obtain: their cures. 
Their Neighbours ought now to conſult a (&i/ful 
Phyſician for them ; and oblige, yea, conſtrain 
them to follow his Directions. When the Hu- 
mours On and by which the Devil works.arerak- 
en away,perhaps he may be {tarved out of doors, 
| times, again, the Sin of Slorkfulneſs gives 
the Devil opportunity to procure the Selt-de- 
ſtrucion of che ſluggird. In this caſe too, the 
Tempted perſon may be ſuccoured by the fard- 
ers-by becoming ſenſible of. ther Circumſiances. * 
Their Neighbours may now compe/ them to fol- 
low their buſineſs. A Calling, the Buſineſs of a 
Calling, is an Ordinance of God, ({anGified by 
him to deliver us from the evil Spirits that en- 
ter into the empry Houſe, 

Bur moſt rimies, there may be ſome old and 
great Sin unrepented of, where Temprations to 
Self-murder have a violence hardly to be with- 
ltood. There was oncea Man among us,. who 
in the horrors of Deſpair, uttered many dreao- 
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fal hes-againſt himſelf, and would often 
Forche lay, 1 am alt on 4 light Fire under 
the wrathof God! This man yer never confeſ- 
ſed any unuſual Sin, but this ; that having gotten 
about Forty pounds by his Labour, he had /pent 
it in wicked Company : But in his Anguiſh of Spi- 
rit he hanged himſelf. There was once a Wo- 
man among us, who under Sicknels had made 
Vows of a new Life ; but oqpetenang me de- 
fects in her converſation afterward, Ahe fell in- 
to the diſtraction wherein the alſo hanged her 
{elf. And the Sin of Adultery: and Drunkenneſs 
has more than once iſſued in ſuch a deſtructive 
. Deſperation. In caſe of rhs or any ſuch Guilt, 
Confeſſion with Repentance affords a preſent Re- 
medy. To fly from Soul- error by Self- Murder, 
15S tO leap out of the Frying-pan 1nto the Fire. 
Poor tempted people, I mult like Paulin priſon, 
cry with a loud voice unto you, Do your ſelves no 
harms, all may be well yet, if you will hearken 
to the Counſels of the Lord. 


Now, Do Thou, O God of peace, bruiſe Satan 
under our Feet World without end, Amen. | 
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DISCOURSE 
VVITCHCRAFT: 


ISAM. XV. 23. 
Rebellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft, 


S it is the Intereſt of all Chriſtians to. 
conſider the wondrous Works of God, fo 
it is the Duty of all A4iniſters to ſtudy 
thoſe of+ his Words, with a 

Application, at which his Works like Hands in 
the Margin thereof do point, with Endeavours 
to make their Hearers underſtand what Leſſons 
of the former the Yoices of the latter do more 
eſpecially direc unto. 
pious Family in this Town has lately had be- 
falling of it, a Providence full of many Circum- 
ſtances very aſtoniſhing 3 a Providence, wherein 
the Power of GOD, the Succeſs of Prayer, and 
theExiftence with theOperation of Devils, has been 


demonſtrated in a manner truly extraordinary ; a 
Providence 
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Providence, whereof you have heard much,bnt} 
have/ſcen more, and whereof neicher you nor 7 


can take a due notice,without a ſudden diſcourſe | 


a: thistime upon it. *Tis a Tribarte owing to God 
that I Diſpenſe, and "tis a Revenge due unto Sx. 
tan that you thould.4rrend the Truths proper 
to be delivered on an occaſion ſo remarkable 


When ſome poor people fell into the hands of |, 


a Pilate, our Saviour ſaw cauſe to preach a Ser- 
mon about Repentance thereupon : What leſs than 
2 Sermon can be call'd for when ſome poor Chil- 


dren have larely fall'n into the hands of a Devil? | 


tho' thanks be to our David, the Lambs are like 
to bedelivered from the Helliſh Monſters to 
which they were become a Prey. And this may 


ſeem the rather convenient, becauſe the godly Fa-: 
ther of the Children has defir'd ir. For which. 


cauſe the Text before us may be proper to be 
inſiſted on. 


The Great GOD had three ſeveral times decla- 


red that the Nation of the Amalckires was to be 


deſtroyed and extirpated for evermore. King 


Saul was now employed in an Expedition agai 
them, to accompliſh that Predition, and to exe- 
cute the Vengeance of Heaven upon the preſent 
Generation of them, not only for their own Cru- 


elty and Villany, bur alſo for the wickedneſs of " 


their Anceſtors four hundred years before. The 

Soveraign God had Anathematiz'd every living 

thing among them, and ordered that both _ 
| an 
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and Beeſ# ſhould fall in the day of Slaughter, The 
Army, on I know not what pretence; did not 


| obſerve this Commiſſion, for which reaſon Samet 


is now ſent unto their Leader with diſmal rebukes 
and heavy ridings for his Diſobedience. In the 
Text before us, the Prophet aggravates the Sin 
of Saul. | 

I. By Deſcribing of the Sin. The right name 


is here put uponit 3 and it is called Kebelion a- 
gain(t Cod. 


2, By Comparing of the Sin, It is' reſembled 
unto Witchcraft it ſelf : not an Egqualiry, but a S+ 


' militude between them is intended. Ir is not af- 


firmed to be as great anevil, but as :r«e 2n evil 
as Witchcraft is. That Witchcraft was a Sin far 
from venial, muſt be own'd by Sai, who had 
lacely ſcowred all the Hitches out of Iſrael: Ir is 
now ſaid, Such a fault is thine. The following 
Expreſſion carries on the ſame ſenſe-; and the 
meaning of that is, That they who adored an 
Idol, ( tor ſo 1 would rather tranſlate the word 
here rendred /nignity) or they who conſulted a 
T eraphim, which was a ſort of little Image from 
whence Demons gave Anſwers ro Enquirers; 
even theſe are not more «queſtionable Sinners, 


than thoſe that add Stubbornne/s to Rebellion a- 


gain(t the | Lor d; 

But the DOCTRINE which we have now 
fore us, is, . | 
That Witchcraft is a mor/tfous & an horrid _ h 

whic 


—_ 
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which yet et Rebellion againſf GOD may be toy 
much compar d unto, | 


By che enſuing Propoſitions yre may ſtate and 
ſhape'this Truth aright in our minds. | 


PROP. I. 


Such an Hellifh thing there is as Wircheraft in 
the World. There are Two things which will 
be defired: for the advantage of this Aſſertion. 
It ſhould fr be ſhew'd, | 

WHAT Witchcraft is. y 

My Hearers will not expect from me an acts 
rate definition of the vile Thmg ; ſince the Gracs 
of God has given me the Happineſs to ſpeak 
without Experience of it. But from: Accounts 
both by Reading and Hearing I' have learn'd to 
deſcribe ir ſo. 

WITCHCHRAFT is the doing of ftr 
Cand for the moſt- part i# ) things by the 
of evil Spirits, covenanting with ( and uſually 
Repreſeming of ) the woful Children of Men. 

- This is the Diabolical Art that Witches are no 
torions for. 

Firſt,W:zche: are the Doers of ftrange Things 
They cannot indeed periorm any Mira 
cles. thoſe are things to be done only by: the 
Favourites and Embaſſadors of the LORD. But 


Wonders age often produced by them, though 
| | chiefly 


ry 


| 
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95 
chiefly ſuch Wonders as the Apoſtle calls in 


2 Theſ. 2.9. Lying Wonders. There are wonder- 


ful Storms in the grear World, and wonderful 


Wands in the little World, often eftefted by 
theſe evil Cauſes. They do things which tran- 


 ſcend the ordinary cour/e of Nature, and which 


puzzle the ordinary __ of Mankind. Some 
ftrange things are done by them in a way Of Real 
Proauttion. They do really Torment, they do 
really Afii& thoſe that their Spite ſhall exrend 
unto: 'Other ſtrange things are done by them 
in a way of Crafty Illuſion. They do craftily 
make of the Air, the Figures and Colours of 
things that never can be truly created by them. 
All men might /ce, but, I believe, noman coule 


feel ſomeof the Things which the Magicians of 


Egypt, exhibired of old. 
\: Secondly, They are not only ſtrange thi 
it things, that Witches are the Doers of. In 
this regard alſo they are nor the Authors of M+- 
racles: thoſe are things commonly done for the good 
of Man, always done for the praiſe of GO D, 
Bur of theſe Hel-hounds it may 1n a ſpecial man- 
ner be faid, as in P/al. 52. 3. Thou loveſ evil 
more than good. For the moſt part they labour 
to rob Mar of his Eaſe or his Wealth ; they la- 
bour to wrong God of his Glory, There is men- 
tion of Creatures that they call Whire Witches, 
which do only Good-T urns tor their Neighbours. 
I fulpe that there are none of that _ 
| uT 
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' but rather think, There is none that doeth | 

no, not one, * If they do good, it is only that +. 
may do hurt. 

Thirdly, It is by virtue of evil Spirits that 
Witches do what they do. We read in Epheſ. 
2.2.about the Prince of the power of the Air.Thete 
is confined unto the Armoſpbere of our Air 1 
valt ower, or Army of Evil Spirits, under the 
Government of 2 Prince who employs them ina 
continual Oppolition to the Deiigns of G OD: 
The Name of that Leviathan who is the Grand 
Seignior o/ Hell, we find in the Scripture to be 
Beelzebub, Under the Command of that mi 
Tyranr,chere are vaſt Legions and Ayriads of De 
wvils,vyhole bu/meſſes and accompliſhments are notall 
the ſame. Every one has his Poſt, and his Work; 
and they are all glad of an opportunity to be 
- wy" in the World. Theſe are they by 
whom Witches do exert their diviliſh and ma- 
lignant rage upon their Neighbours - And eſpe- 
cially Two Acts concur hereunto. The Fir/+ is, 
Their Covenanting with the Witches; There isa 
moſt helliſh Leagxe made between them,with va- 

rious Rites and Ceremonies. The Hitches promile 
to ſerve the Devils, and the Devils promile ro 
help the Witches ; how ? It is not convenient to 
be related. The Second is, Their Repreſenting of 
the Witches. And hereby indeed theſe are drawn 
into Snares and Cords of Death. The Devils, 


when they go.upon the Errands of the Wheat 
ar 
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bezr their Names; and hence do Hrms.to0 
come to be carned from the Devils to the Wirch- 


es, We need not ſuppoſe ſuch a wild thing as 
the Tratrsformimng of thoſe Wretches into Bruirs 


'| of Bras, as we too ofcen do. 


& It thould next be proved T # A IT Witch- 
craft 3s. - | 

- 'The Being of ſuch a thing is denied by many 

that place a great par: of their ſmall wit in deri- 
' ding the Stories that are told of it. - Their chief 
Argument is, that they never ſaw any Witches, 
therefore there are none. Juſt as if you or I thould 
lay, we never met with any Robbers on the Road, 
therefore there was never any Padding there. 

«Indeed the Devils are loath to have true No- 
tions of Witches entertained with us. I have be- 
held them to put out theEyes of an Enchanted 
Child, when a Book that proves, There is Witch- 
craft,” was laid before her. But there are eſpe- 
cially ewo Demonſtrations that Evince the Be- 
ing of that Infernal myſterious thing. 

Firſt, We have the Teſtimony of Scripture 
for it. We find Watchcrafts often mentioned, 
ſomerimes by way of Aſſerrion, ſometimes by 
way of All«/ion, in the Oracles of God. Belides 
that, We have there the Hiſtory of divers 
Witches im theſe infallible and inſpired Writings. 


Particularly, the Inſtance of the Wirch at Endor, 


in 1 Sam. 28. 7, is {o plain and full thac 
H Witch- 
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Witchcraft it ſelf is not a more amazing thing 
than any Diſpute about the Being of it, ans cg 
The Advocates of Wirches muſt uſe more Tricky 
to make Nontenſe of the Bible, than ever the 
Witch of Endor uled in her Magical Incantationg, 


if they wooJd Evace tlie Force of that Famous} he 


Hiſtory. They that will believe no Wieches, do 
imagine that 7ngglers only are meant by them: 
whom the Sacred Writ calleth ſo. But whatdo 
they think of that Law in Exod. 22. 18. Tha 
ſhalt not ſuffer aWuch to live? Methinks tis 'Y 


{0 great ſeverity. 

Secondly, We have the Teſtimony of Experience 
for it- What will thoſe 1zcredwlons, who [ 
be the only Ingenious Men ſay to this ? Many 
Witches have like thoſe in 4&s 19. 18. Con- 
feſſed and ſhewed their Leeds. We fee thoſe things 
done, that it is impoflible any Diſeaſe, or any 
Decert ſhould procure. ' We ſee ſome hideous 
WHretches in hideous Horrowrs confeſh That 
they did the Miſcbiefs. This Confeſſion 1s often 
made by them that are owners of as much Rea- 
{or 3s thepeople that laugh at all Conceir of 
Witchcrefr:The Exacteſt Scrutiny of Skiltul Phy- 
ficians cannot find any diſtraction in their minds. 
This Confeſſion is often made by them that are 

art one trom another, and yet they agree in 
all the Circumſtances of it. This Confeſſion 1s 
often mace by them that at the 1ame time will 
produce 


lictle too Þard to punilh every filly F»ggler with: ; 
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grades the Engines and Enſigns of their Heliſh 
rade, and give the ſtanders-by an Ocular Con- 
vittion of whar they do, and how. There can 
be no Judgment -left of any Humane Afﬀairs, if 
ſuch Confeſſions muſt be Ridiculed : all tne Mur- 
ders, Yea, and all the Bargain:in the World muſt 
meer Imaginations it fuch Confeſſions are of no 


Account. 
P R BP, 11 


WITCHCRAFT is a moſt Monſtrous 
and Horrid Evil. Indeed there is a vait Heap 
' of Bloody Roaring Impieties contained in the 
Bowels of it. Witchcraft, is a Renouncing of 
God, and Advancing of a fhlthy Devil into the 
|- Throne of the Moſt High ; 'tis the moſt ne- 

fandous High-T reaſon againſt the MAJESTY 
on High. Witchcraft, isa Renouncing of Chriſt, 
and preferring the Communion of a loathſome 
Ying Devil before all the Salvation of the Lord 
Redeemer 3 'tis a Trampling under foot that 
Blood which is more precious than Hills of Sil- 
ver, Or whole Mountains of Gold. There is in 
Witchcraft, a moſt explicit Renouncing of all that 
is Holy, and Juſt and Good. The Law given by 
God, the Prayer taught by Chriſt , the Creed 
left by the Apoſeles.is become Abominable where 
Witchcraft is Embraced : The very Reciting of 
thoſe bleſſed rhings is commonly burdenſome 
where Witchcraft is. All the ſure Mercies of the 

H 2 New 
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100 - A Djſcomſeon Witchcraft: 
New Covenant, and all the juſe Duties of it, are 


utterly abdicared by that curſed Covenant which} 
Witchcraft 1 IS Conltituted with.. Weckerfs is iS 2 


Siding with Hel againſt. Heaven and Earth; and 
therctore a #itch 15 not to be endured in either 
of them. * Iis a Capiral Crimes and it is to be 
prolecuted 45 a piece of Deviliſm chat would not 
nor only deprive God and my of all His Ho- 
nour, bur alſo plunder Man -_ his Combat, 
Witchcraft, 1t's an impotent, but ani 


Eſſay to make an Hell of the Univerſe, and ws 


allow Nothing but a Topher in the World. 
7; itchcraft,— What ſhall I fay of it! It is the 
furcheit Effort of our Original Sin ;, and all that 
can make any PraCtice or Perſons odious,is here 
in the Exalton of it. 

It wasthe ſpeech of Feh«to Foram, in 2 King, 

$22, What peace, ſo long as the Wit 
F thy Mother are ſo many ? Truly, as Witchcraft 
a break the Peace of all Mankind, lo * Wo 
thing that ſhould enjoy no Peace 
dren of 4 dam. Nothing t00 vile can the G Ou 
nothing too hard can be done to ſuch anhorrible 
Iniquity as Wirchcrafe 1s. 

PROP. IIL 

REBELLION againſt God has very much 
like to Wirchcraft in it.Somethi like tg to Witch- 
craft there is 10 an A# of Rebellion; But a 
Corſe of Rebellion has much more like roWirck- 
eraft in it. Some perſons there are whoſe way 


is | 
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"7 is that of wickedneſs, whoſe work is that of Iniquity. 
7 Thoſe perſons do what is /ike Witchcraft every day. 

For, Firſt, In Rebeltion, men caſt off the 4- 
thority of God : The Witch declares a Will to be 
no more diſpoſed and ordered by the will of Go; 
ſhe ſays, God ſhall not be my Governour, Such is 
the Lan 2 E of Rebellion. When Men Kebel 
| againſt God they ſay like him in Exod. 5: 2. 
«1 JT hknow not the Lord, and I will not obey his Voice, 
They fay like them in Jer. 44- 16. As for the 
 word—foken—in the Name of the Lord, we will 
4 mot hearken thereunto, "There is indeed a fort 
of Acheiſm in Rebellion. The Sinner is a Foo! that 
wiſhes, O that there were no God! that relolves, 
God ſhall not be Lord over me. 

Seconaly, In Rebellion men Refuſe the Satvari- 
on of Chriſt. The Witch concemns all the offers 
of the Goſpel, and prize the dirty proffters that 
Satan es before them all. This is the plain . 
Engliſh of Rebetion ;, it ſays, What is tendred by 
the Devil, # better than what is tendred by the 
Saviour. The LOR D faid about 7{-ae! of 
old in Pſal. $1. It. Iſrael would none of me. 
Thus 'tis when Men Rebel againſt God. A Jeſus 
may ſay, Thoſe poor Creatures will have none of 
Me, nor of My Blood. A Pardon may lay, Thoſe 
guilty Creatures will have none of Me. A Kingdom 
may ſay, Thoſe undone Creatures will have none of 
me, \ Where Sin is committed, there Chrit is 
deſpiſed. This doleful Phrenfie is in all Rebelt- 
on againſt the Lord. H3 Third- 
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Thirdly, In Rebellion men chooſe and ſerve 
the Devil as their Lord. The Witch makes an 
horrible Agreement with Devils, to be rheirs 
alone, This is the intent of all Rebellion too, Ith 4s 
in ſhort ſays, Ler rhe Levil Rule ;, it ſays, Ze} At 
the Devil be humoured and gratified. As that Co] «l 
warcly King faid unto the Syrian, 1 King. 2g] wl 


A. My Lord, O King, 1 am thine and all thal th 
have. '1us the ungodly man ſays unto the 

Devil ; Thou art my Lord, and my King. 1 V 
Rebellicn againſt God,is in Obedience to the Devil} th 
When Men Rebel, they lay their #ir, their Love, | Ol 
their Strength, and all the Inſtruments of at 


Rebellion before the Devi], and they ſay, Thi | $, 
4 thine, O Satan, «nd all that they have. They 
CO Even ſel! then; ſelves ro the Devil ! As weread] © 
cf one, He ſold himſelf to work, ep oy b 
Fourtkly, In Rebellicn, Men caſt the Bond and | h 
the Good of their #apri/m behind their Back. | - $ 
Among the Cuſtoms of Wirches, this is one.they | | 
Renounce their Baptiſm ina manner very Diabo- | 1 
lical. TLe ſame thing is done in the Rebelicn | : 
of a wicked Man. We are told in 1 Per. 3. 21. | | 
that the thing which renders Bapciſm availableis, 
The anſwer of a good Conſcience. But in Rebelli- 
on againſt God, men give the anſwer of an 
Evil Conſcience, and ſo make a Nuallity of their 
Sacred Baptiſm. The Demand of God is, Wilt 
thou believe as Baptiſed perſons do proſeſs to do? | 
The Kebel anſwers, No, 1 nill continue ſhut up 
in my Unbelief. The Demand of Gcd is, = 
| thou 


A Diſcourſe on Witchcraft. Io3 


k thou put on Chriſt, as the Baptiſed profeſs to do ? 
a | The Rehel! anſwers, No, 1 will put 03 the Old man. 


The Almighty God puts that Queſtion, #4: rhou 
forſakg the World, the Fleih. and the Devil, 
# 4s thy Baptiſm does oblige tv do? In Rebellion the 
Anſwer of (inful man, is, No, 1 will ſerve ther 
| all; they ſhall all be the Idols of my Soul, With 
Q1 what Conſcience can they anſwer ſo ! But thus 
| their Bapriſmis nothing with them. 
1  Fifthly, All that Rebel againſt God are ver 
4 Miſchievous in doing ſo. They are Miſchiets 
5 that #4ches are delighted in. "Thus 'tis the end 
4 of Rebellion to bring deftraRtion upon all that 
are near unto it. *Tis ſaid in Eccle/. 9. 18. One 
vr} Simmer deſtroyeth much good. It is the Ill-Hap of 
't Simers like Witches to do hurt where-ever they 
[{ come; they hurt che Souls of their Neighbours 
by the Venom of their Evil Communication ; they 
hurt the Names of their Neighbours by their 
 Slanderous Defamation ;they hurt their Eſtates by 
bringing down the Fiery Jadgmentsof Heaven 
upon all the Neighbourhood. Unto Rebellion 
againſt God, are owing all the Diitreſles and 
Miſeries of a Calamiroug, World. This is che 
Achan, this is the Traphler of us all. 


4 : 


The Improvement of theſe things now calls 
for our Earneſt Head; and unto each of our 
Three Propolttions,we may annex Applications 
agreeable thereunto. I begin with: . 

The AL SE of the Fir/t Propoligion. 

H 4 1. By 
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1. By way of INFORMATION} bu 

There are eſpecially Two Inferences to. bef of + 

drawn from this Poſition , That, Such a thing} 
there is' as Witchcraft in the World. 

{ Firſt, ] Since there are Witches, we are to 
ſuppoſe that there are Devils too. Thoſe are 
the Objects that Witches converſe withal. It} w 
was the Herelie of the Ancient Sadducees in A} al 
23. 8. The Sadducees do [ay, That there is neither | t 
Angel pr Spirit. And there are multitudes of Sad } 7 
ducees yet in our days 3 Fools, that ſay, Seeing & | 4 

k 
bo) 
| 
k 


Beljevingzand will believe nothing but what they. 
ſee, A Devil, is in the Apprehenſion of thole 
\Mighty Acute Philoſophers, no more thane 
Quality, or a Piſteniper. But, as Paul (aid un» 
to Him of old, Xing Agrippa, believeft thou 
the Prophets? Thus I would ſay, Friend, believ- 
eff thou the Scriptures ? I pray, What ſort of 
things were they, of whom we read in Fade 6. 
Angels that kept not their firſt Eſtate, but left their 
own Habitation, and be reſerved in Chains unto the 
Judgment of the great-day. What fort of things 
were they, who in Marth. 18. 16, beſoughr our 
Lord, If thou caſt us '06;Juffer us to go into the 
Herd of Swine * What'thitig was that, which in 
Lwkb. 4. 33. Cryed ont unto the Lord Jefus with 
2 load Voice, Ler 4 alone? Surely, Thele things 
could be none but Spiritual and rational Subſt an- 
ces, fall of all Wickednels againſe God,and Enwity 
againſt Man. We (halE-come to have way | 
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; but a Light within, and no Heaven but a Frame 
f of Mind, if the Scriptures mutt be expounded af- 
- terthe Rules of the modern Sadducees. Per. 


haps tho' the Scriprares are Fables to that fort 
of Men. Come then, thou Saddxcee, What 
kind of thing is that which will ſo handle to- 
wardly,ingenuous, well-diſpoſed perſons, That if - 
any Devotions be performed, they ſhall roar and 
tear unreaſonably, and have ſuch Noj/es and ſuch 
Tortwres in them, as not only to hinder them- 
ſelves wholly,but others r00 ch from joining in 
the Service;and ſtrive to kick or /trike the Ainiſter 
in his Prayers, but have their has or feer ſtrang- 
ly ſftopt when they are juſt come at him, and 


yet be quiet before and after the Worſhip ? 


That if any de cr Uſeleſs Diicourle be going, 
they ſhall be wel], but at any /eriows Dilcourle 
they ſhall be tormented-in all their Limbs?Thar 
if aportion of the Bible be read, tho' they /ee 
and hear nothing of it, and tho, it may be, in 
Greek or Hebrew too, they ſhall fail into terri- 
ble Agonies, which will be over when the £ible 
is laid alide ? That they ſhall be able to per- 
uſe whole Pages of Evil Books, but ſcarce a Line 
of a good one ? That they thall Move and Fly, 
and Tell ſecrer things, as no ordinary Mortals 
can > Let me ask, 1s nor the hand of Joab in all 
this > Or, is there not a Devil whoſe Agency muſt 
account for things that axe foextravagant ? I am 
now to tell you, That theſe eyes of mine have be- 
beld 


706 A Diſcourſe on Witchcraft. - 


held al! theſe things, and many other more, no lef 
amazing. Chriſtian, there are Devils : and {6 
many of them too, that ſometimes a Legion of: 
them are ſpar'd for the vexation of one an. 
The 4+tr in which we breath is full of them, 
Be ſenſible of this, you that obey God : there are 
Troops of Temprers on every f1de of thee. Awake, 
G Soul, Awake, thoſe Philiſtines of Hell are upon 
thee, Upon the leait affrightment in the dark, 
meny {imple people cry out, The Devil! the De. 
vil! Alas, there are Devils thronging about thee 
every day. . O let the thought of it make thee 
2 careful and a wat:hful Man. And be ſenſible 
of this, you that commit Sin : the Lord Jeſus hath | 
{aid of you, Te will do the luſts of your father the De- 
vil. How often do many of you make a Mock, 
and 2 Feer of the Devil, while you aredrudging 
for him? Burt know, that there are dreadful 
Devils to ſeize upon thy forlorn, forſaken Soul, 
at its departure hence. O become a new Man | 
at the chouzhr of this. 

2. Since there are Witches and Devils, we 
may conclude that there are alſo /mmortal Souls. 
Devils would never contra with Wizthes for 
their Sduls if chere were no ſuch things to be- 
come aprey unto them. One of the Popes when 
he lay dying, laid, ſhell now quickly know whe- 
ther 1 have an [Immortal Soul or no. Within leſs | 
than an hundred Je#ef ou and I (hall be convin- | 
ced of it if ye argnot lo before. We may rely 
ay 


v \ 
g 


Se To io Yo Au NS 


A Diſcourſe on Witchcraft. 107 # | 


Devils and Witches beara witneſs againſt them 
that have any ſcruple of it. There are ore 
dreaming Hereticks,chat hold Man wholly -17 at 
I am fore the Apoſtle Paul was not or their &c.//r- 
ly Opinion, when he faid in Phil. 1. 21- ! we 


ſire to be diſſolved and tobe with Chriſt. Nor 30 


the Martyr Srephen of their Opinion, when he 
expired, ſaying, in As 7. 59. Lord Jeſus, re- 
ceive my Spirit. Nor was our L ord Jeſus himiclf 
of that Opinion, when he ſaid unto the Thief 
cn the Crols in Luke 23. 43. This day thou ſb.ait 
be with me in Paradiſe, "Tis an Opinion unwor- 
thy of a Man that is owner of a Sou. The miſ- 
taken Indians, when firſt they ſaw 2a Man on 
Horſeback, did conceit the Min ard the Herſe 
10 be one Creature : It is as foul zn Error to 
Ccnceit that it is but ore thing which man conſiſt- 
eth of. No, 'tis a right Anatomy of man, in 
Cen, 2. 7. The Lord God formed man ont of the 
duſt of the ground, andtreathed into his noſtr:ls the 
breath of life, and man became a living SOUL. 
Remember, thou haſt in thee a /iving Sul 4, or 
a Spirit, able to know, and nil, ard argze fo ws + 
nothing elſe in the vi/ible Creation can. This liv- 
ing Soul is the Candle of the Lord within thee; 
and no Wind, no Dezth can ever extins vith ir. 
O make much of this /ivivg SOUL. Sare it,ard 
Con't ſell it: Ir is a Jewel roo preciors to be 
thrown away. Do not fel thy Scul tor a Song. 
Take heed that the Devils wake it not theirs by 
any tcllies of thine, 

IL By 
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IT. By way of Exhortation. ful 
There is onething to be now preſſed upon ns all} po 
Let us wiſely endeavour to be preſerved fron 
the Moleſtationsof all 7jrtchcrafe whatſoever; 
Since there is a thing ſo dangerous, defend your 
ſelves, and ſbelrer your ſelves by all right means 
againſt the annoyance of it. 4 
Confider:the 4ulrirudes of them, whom Wirch- 
craft hath ſometimes given Trouble to. - Perſons 
of all ſorts have been racked and ruin'd by itz. 
and not*a few of them neither. Ir is : 
ewenty years ago; that a whole Kingdom in £x-1 
rope Was alarum'd by ſuch porent Wirchcrafts.. 
that ſome hundreds of poor Children were inv+ 
ded with them. Perſons of -reat Honour have | 
ſometimes been cruelly bewirched. What lately |} 
befel a worthy Knight in Scorland, is well known 
unto the World. Perſons of great Yertue t00z 
have been bewitchea, even into their Graves. 
Bur four years are paſled (ance a holy Man was 
killed in this doleful way, after the Foy as well 
as the Grace of God had been wondertully fil- 
ling of him. This _ onlideration (ſhould keep us 
from cenſuring of chole char itchcraft may give 
diſturbance to: But it ſhould put us on ſeudy- 
ing of our own {ecurity. Suppoſe ye that the In- 
chanted Family inthe Town, were ſinners above all 
the Town, becauſe chey have ſuſſered ſuch things ? 
Tell ye nay, but except ye repent, ye may all be ſo 
dealt withal, The Father of Lies uttered an a; 
U 
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i ful Truth when he faid chrough the Month of a 


ed Man, If God would give me leave, I would 
find enough in the beſt of you all, to make you all 


mine. 

Conſider alſo, the 24/&y of them whom 
Witchcraft may be ler looſe upon. If David 
thought it a ſad thing to fall into the hands of men, 
what is it to fall into the hands of Devils ? 
The Hands of Twrks, of Spaniards, of Indians, 
arenot ſo dreadful as thoſe hands that Witches 
do their works of Darkneſs by. O what a direful 
thing is it, to be pricke with Pins, and ftabb'd 
with Xnivesall over,and to be fi1V'd all over with 
broken Bones ? 'Tis impoſſible to reckon up the 
varieties of miſeries which thoſe Monſters infli& 


| where can have a blow.No leſs than Dearth 


and thara languiſhing and 2 terrible Death will 
ſatisfie the Rage of thoſe formidable Dragons. 
Indeed Witchcraft fometimes grows up into Poſ- 
ſeſſion it ſelf : the Devils that are permitted to 
torment, at laſt do poſſeſs the Bodies of the be- 
witched ſufferers. But who can bear the thoughts 


| of chat! who can forbear crying out, O Lord, 


my fleſh trembles for fear of Thee, and 1 am afraid 
Pof Thy Fudgments. 
What (hall then be done for our Preſervari- 


; on? Away with all ſ»perſtirions Preſervatives ; 


about thoſe contidences the Word of God is that 
In Fer. 2. 37. Thou ſhalt not proſper in them, 

But there are chree admirable Amulets that 
I 
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I can heartily recommend unto you all. 

The Firſt Preſervarive is, 4 fervent Prayer, 
Pour out that Prayer before the Lord, in Pſaly 
59.2, 3. Deliver me from the workers of Iniquity, 
in wait for my Soul, 
every day. The Devils are 4fraid of our Pray. 
ersz they tremble and complain, and are ina 
ſort of Anguiſh while our Prayers are going. 
There was a Houle of 2a Renowned Miniſter ig 


had been very troubleſom, yet when the good. 


{ay, Now you are- going to Prayer, It be gone, 
Let us pray much, and we need fear nou: 
Particularly, Let Ejaculatory Prayers be | 
continually in our minds, and ſo we ſhall never 


| 
| 


lye open to the fiery darts of the wickgd one. 
The Second Preſervative 1s, A lively 
The Pſalmiſt well ſaid, in Pſa. 56. 2, 3- 


Faith, 
Mine 


enemies would daily ſwallow me up ; at what time 
] am ajraid I will truſt in thee. Be not afraid of 
any Devils; if you are, turn the Fear into 
. Faith. By Faith reſign your (elves to the Cuf- 
rody of him that 15 che keeper of Iſrael. By Faith 
periwade your ſelves that he s able ro keep what 
you bave committed unto him, Thus, run to the 
Rock. , and there triumph over all the powers of 
darkneſs. Triumph and fay, The Lord is on my 
fide y 1 will not fear whas Hell can do unto _w_ 
C 


and ſave me from the bloody ones; for lo, they ly} 
And be much in Prayer 


France infeſted with evil Spirits 3 who tho' they 4. 


Man was betaking himſelf to prayer,they would | 
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4 The Third Preſervative is, A Holy Life. 
+ There wasa very Holy Man of old, a man, that 
+ feared God and eſchewed evil ; and the Devils mur- 
$ mur'd, in Job 1.10, God has made an bedge a* 
bout him, The ſame have the Devils confeſt, 
* when they have plorred againſt other holy men. 
Do not thou break the Hedge of God's Com- 
mandment,and perhaps he will not Jet any break 
the Hedge of his Providence, by which thou art 
ſecured. The holy Angels are the Friends, the 
F* Guardians, the Companions, of all holy men; 
+ they may open their Eyes, and ſee wore with 
i themthan againſt them. A Camp, an Hoſt of An- 
{ gels will fight againſt all the Harpies of Hell 
| which may offer to devour a Saint of GOD. 
'4 _ Ute theſe thingsas the Shields of the Lord; 
oLarn ſhall be preſervedin Chriſt Feſus trom the 

aults of the Deſtroyer. Suppoſe now that any 
Witches may let fly their Curſes at you, you are 
now like a Bird on the Wing, in tuch Heaven- 
ward Motions that they cannot hit you. Now 
the Devils and their Creatures cannot ſay of 
you, as the Demon {aid of the Chriſtian Woman 
whom,. at a Stage-play he took Poſſeſſion of, and 
being asked, gave this reaſon of his taking her, 
I found her on my own ground, 
; Wepalſs cnto the USE of the Secoud Propo- 
tion. 

And that muſt be a Counſe! from God unto us. 
all, Particularly, | 
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Since Wircbcraft is an Evi fo horrible.” 
I. To them thatrmay be Enr5ced unto the Sit 


ih 
2 
of Witcheraft : To them we fay, =} ar 
' I, Take heed that you be nor 'by any i - 
W 

lo 


2arion drawn into this . monſtrous and borrid | 


The beſt man-that ever breathed was MY: [ 
hereunto ; that man who was morethan a meer 
Man, was afſaulted by the Chief Devil of the 
loweſe Hell with this Temptation in Mar. 4. 9, 
Fall down and worſbip me. But by the Sword of rhe | 
row Lord key him off. If any of yon are 4 

li 


by any Devil ſoſollicited, thus reſiſt chus repel” 'V 
the Motions of the wicked one. T give: M 
your ſelves away to thoſe ivers that will | - 
Tormemors of your Souls in another | bb 

World. N 
'Tt may be the propoſal of this Connſel may | * 


mak#Gne to foy ach In 4 Xi. 8. 13. Whar?' | Y 
Is thy Servant a Do % that be ſhould do this great * 


thing? I anſwer, Alas, we thonld ie 
of us be a Dog and a Wirch too, if God TY 'L 


leave us to our felves. It is the meer Grace of 3 
+ God,the Chains of which reſtrain us from eu 
ing the Chairs of darkneſs upon our Souls. ho 


Humble and (therefore) Holy Martyr Bradford; br 4 þ 
when he heard of any wickednels committed in © | 
the Neighbourhood, would lay his Hand on his | * 
Breaft and (ay, In this beart of mine; i that which ' I 
would render me as wicked as the worſt in the World, | © 


f | 
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| ii God ſhould leave me to my ſelf. When we [ee 
| zforlorn wretch Executed for Witchcraft, you 
and I may ſay the lame. Theythar are Witch- 
4 es now, once little dreamt of ever becoming (o. 
F Let him that ſtands, take heed left be fall. If we 
' F would not fall into that Horrible Pit, Let us fol- 
| low theſe Directions. 


; DIRECTION. L 

Avoid thoſe 1t- Frames which are a Step to 
4: Witckcrafe. There areeſpecially Two ill Frames 
4 which do lead people on to the worſt Wirch- 
T creft inthe World. Shun a Frame of diſcontear. 
» When perſons are diſcontented with thei own 

' { ftace 3 When perſons through diſcontent at thei 
1 Poverty, orat their Miſery, ſhall bealways mur- 
| muriag and-repining at. the Providence of God, ' 
| the Devils do then invite them to aa Agreement 
with, and a Reliance on them for help. Down- 

| right Witchcraft is the up-ſhot of . itys We find 
| in Luk-4: 2. our Lord Hungred, 1nd then -tze 
Devil came in an audible or a vifible manner to 
| Him,  cho' he had been more ſpiritually long be- 
fore Aſſanlting of him. They are needy perſons 
| whom Devils make the moſt likely attempts 
upon. And ſome perſons are not only Hungry, 
; | but Angry too; but then every Frer,every Fure 
35 :aS.it were. a Call-ro' rhe Devils; it calls to 
| them, core. and belp me. Shun alſo a Frame of 
UW iſhing.. Fhere is 2 \ Ka begun a the 
i: MPpre- 


j 
; 
i 
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Imprecations of wicked people Many'prophany 
perſons will wiſh the Devil to this and tha, 
- or, the Devil to do this Z md" 

they ca}l, at laſt he comes, or ar leaſt 
| does what they wiſh. Obſerve this, earely 
our Sins worthy to have Miſchiefs 'befalli 
every day; and the Devils are always rea wi 
to inflict what we deſerve. I am allo apt te 
think that the Devils are ſeldome able to hurt 
us in'any of our exteriowr Concerns: without af 
Commiſſion from ſome of cur fellow-Torms. It} 
is intimared in Ger. 4. 9. That every man 1 
his Brother's Keeper : We are by our good wiſhes 
t0 keep our Frethren from the inroads of 111 who | | 
But when Foud-Moutb'd men hall wiſh barmff : 

eerhuary, er Foy ye a ann if "7 
| perform what fire; | : 

A Grd enldoere mercifully prevent ic,chey | \ 
would o thoroagh with it. hy yer ou'rhar'| +: 
in wildpaſſions will give every ching-to the De | -- 
wil: Fine, FOR that will beſpeak a Rer, a Po, | . 
anda upon all that thall voke you. | 
I here @youn wy o; He Wacberaft | 
in the rm 0 isthe litche Wappiog of | 
ſmall 6 rnk irs up che Cxuel Maſchves ro fall! 
UPON WC in 
me - DIRECTION: H.. TIE 1 
Avoid all choſe UL Charms whichare a aac | 
Wuchcyaft, ' Thei wine wen ak) 7 Rattles; 
| wellas Giery Arrows They: chat e the Rare 


L. 
r 


A Diſcourſe.on Witcheraft, 115 


}# : will. come at to uſe the Arrows to. Do 
£4 not-play on the Brizk of the P3r, leſt you rumble 
*$. 10-/ It was in 2 King. 17.9. The 
$. Chile of Iſrael did ſecretly thoſe thin s that were 
"* ainſe the Lord their God. Even © it 
ol Jug Gd, that people among us do SY 
and regent thoſe chings that have a lort of 
«ft in them. 
.... There are manifold OE praiſed among 


a profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
af hem char. ke pr ity 


* Gre ould this day bear a witneſs'm 
of the moſt holy Lord. 


-..if##, There are ſome that make uſe of wick- 
\&d, C 'barms for the or pert Miſcbiefs. Ir is too 

| OE for perions to oppole MWirchcraft 
ſelf with hg When they ſuppoſe 
SU y do with Burning, and 

, I know not what, 

ahead, his Relief. Mark 


| I. yewedy. rs force of 
* hs, nd, of the Devils 
F. rigs Is bo involve ones {elf in the 


2 It IS, as It were, to ſay, 0 De- 


" 


{4 


jc T how with. ſuch, a. perſon that they 
| Hank unto Torments by the uſe of ſuch 
+ or /a Y Jaxh. otyre”; pe do nom; ufe 74, CIs 


l erage med ou out eby tick fooliſh ih Megs : Doe 


Conſcience 
Impiery;? This may be to to heal a 4B i * 
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is to deſtroy a Soul. T a ſons pive cthem- 
felyes to the Devils ro be 

Witches. And'the people that 
ed by ſuch means, they ſay, do uſually come N. 


cheered i om - the | 
ea&dandhelp; | 


unhappy Ends. Let me y as in 2 King.1 *7 | 
I NE no; a Godin Iirael,that you goto Beelzebd! 

What? will nec Prayer and Faith do, but mult | 
the Flack Art be uſt againſt our Enemies? ,, - 


It is likewiſe too common a thing in altnoſt | 


Diſeaſe to ſeek an wlawful Medicine. Thus 
for the Agee, tor the Toorb-4ch, and for what . 
pod ? aMur mbling of ſome words muſt be mad 


or a Paper of ſome words muſt be worn. From 1 


what can the Efhicacy of theſe words p' 


bur from the conſent and the Action of the De- | 


vils ? The Witches have- their Warch word) , 
which ..I'L(t riot to recire : upon thoſe Warch- 


werds' the'Devils do therr Commands. © Theſe' 


kind of Spels are Warch-words to the Devilt 
nd wheti 4 Man has any Benefic by them, he, 
catinot fay as in Pal. 103. 3. Bleſs rhe Lord, O 

my. Soul, tho heaterh all: hy Difeaſes- Man, Firſt 
leave off the name of a Chriſtian, before thou! 
coſt thus, make thy ſelf a'Conjurer. TI hope the. 
Churches of the” "Jeſus will not” bear 10, 
that ary in their. Communion, ſhould "have this 
Fellowſbip tp with the unfruitful works of "Da#kgieſs, 
Bur this Ts or all; Turn we yer again, @1d we 
ſhalt fee greater abominati TA | 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, There are ſome that make uſe of 
harmgfor the. finding of Secrets, The 


Ticks. 
Lotd hath told us in Dext. 29. 29. Secret things 
belong ro God, But theſe impious people mutt 


1 needs have a Taſt of them. They will ask the 


Devils to inform their Minds, and reſolve their 
Doxbrs. This is the Witchcraft of them, that 
with a Sieve or a Key, will go to diſcover how 
their /of# Goods are diſpoſed of. This is the 
Witchcraft of them that with Glaſſes and Baſons 


4 . will goto diſcover how they ſhall be Related be- 


y Die. They are a ſort of Wireches that 


raft of the 7udicial Aſcrologer. That Aſtro- 
loger is a Couſin-German to a Conjurer. I think 


+ Tknow . his Rules, and I am ſatisfied that his 
Fudgmient mult at laſt be determined by his /- 
* pmſe,,or it is not worth an hundredth. part of 


what the ally Enquirer pays him for it: and 
fram whom, trom what ſhall chat Impulſe come ? 
Behold the Energy of Devils in it. It, is like- 
wiſe a {ort of Sorcery, for perſons to let their 
Bibles fall open, on. purpole to determine what 


- the State of their Souls is, from the” firſt word 
| they light npon. And ſome among us, they ſay, 


are ſo.extreamly ſinful, as to conſult one whom 
they count a Conjurer, when they would under- 
ſtand what they kaow ngtotherwiſe, Tis hor- 
rible, that in this Land of Uprightneſsthere ſhould 
be-any ſach Prank,of + Tl I do —_ 

3 ceſtt- 
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ceſtific unto you that theſe things are abominahle!/ 


the Voice of our God is, O dothem nor, 

hates them: 1 do warn and charge 

theſe execrable things, leſt you be 

_ Witchcrafe committed by the «b 
Lord. 


2. Take heed that you do not Nt «: 


_—_— other perſon, hoes pe 
vil. fr is the Character of a god 


in in Þjid I5. 3, He taketh not up @ KEE] | 
again ainſt bis Neighbour, What more dirty: Repros 


that of Witchcraft Can n+ bed IN 
moſt readily caſt upon 
15 Oy cor upont 
nounnhen'= moe php 
many people on more ground 
| ted ſo themſelves. ;. There has been aſe) 


4 


bow ſhould have. On 
that is preſently the Frabark of ag Fo 
might 


— | 


_ iech: with ' 
TÞ. 


= 
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' might ſpeak more wearily than ©. Aias, thou 


*1- migheſt with as much Honeſty break open the 


| — or take away the Purſe of thy Neigh- 

| hn I Good Name is of more Account: 

+ They that indulge chemſelves in this Coarſe 

4 of Evil Fndging, are uſually paid home for it 

before ez the juſt God ſue's them in 

amation , and makes their Names 
re they leave the world. 


| an Adin 
24 to be up 
E* We! ſuppoſe the moſt probable Prefumpri- 


ons 
* 2 Suppoſe 


I 


| Innocents: the moſt praiſe-worthy. Why” may 
4 hot Priricxal Devils, well as Devils, ntar- 
| nate get leave to do it > There was at Groton, 
1 2 white fince , a very memorable Inftance 
| of ſach-a thing; and what ſhould hinder them 
than can Imitcate the Angels of Lighe but that 
| _ may likewiſe perſonate the Children of 
t Light; ia-their Deluſtons ? 

. 2, To them that have been ſedaced into the 
Sin of Witchcraft - nn this Rank, there 
| are two forts of to be ad ur 


. 
I 4 Firſt 
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Firſt, Let them that have been guilry of. 1n- 
plicie Vi tcheraft, now repent of their Movies 
and Heorrid evil-in it. I fear that If 
ſome Scores that may lay their hands 
-prorys and Cry, ny 


any more to do with Idols > Thus let? 


Demt. 32.21. They have provoked me to Anger 


with their Vanities. Let the things that did pro- 


voke Him to Anger, now proveke you to ſorrow. 


on this Evening, and humble your ſelves ve- 


deeply, in that = have heep ſo fooliſh and 


TO Lament all your Acquaintance with 


Hel ;. and let your Acquaintance with .God-be 
more.” 'Lec your Lamentations be more than 
ever your Divinations were. 


Ler:theng that have been {guilty of Explicit | 


Witchcraft, now alſo repent of their monſrroms 

and horrid evilin it. If any of you have (I hope 

none of you have) made an Zxpreſs Contraft with 

ron know that your promiſe is better broke 

t; it concerns:you that you. turn. 1m- 
y from the Power of Satan unto God. 


Albeic 


me iate 


their 
Guilty ! before: the 
; in this particular Let theſe now Con * 
ors 2nd bewai their own finint ht of God; : 
and.as it. was (aid. in Hof. 14 8. heveif 
M iay, 2 
Vrhat have 1 any more to do with Devils > The * 
things that you have done, have been Payments | 
of ReSpetts unto Devils , and it becomes you to |] 


abbor your ſelves j in Duſt ana Aſhes for your folly. -Y 
The ' great and terrible God ſays of you,-as in - 


| 
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_ of our 
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Albeir your ſin be beyond all expreſſion or con- 
veins heinous, yet it is not unpardonable. 

eread of Manaſſehin 2 Chron, 33.6. He uſed 
Enchantments, and aſed Witchcraft, and : dealt 


7 with a Familiar Spirit, and wrought much Evil #1 


the fight of the 'Lord, But that grear Wizzard 
| Mergy with God, upon his deep Humi- 
: Sacha boundleſs thing is the Grace 
! The Prey of Devils, may become 
the 7oy of Angels: The Confederates of Hel, 
may become the Inhabirants of Heaven, upon 


liation 


{ their {incere turning unto God. A Witch ma 


be penivent in thig and glorions in another World. 


4 | There was one Hartford here, who did with 


much brokenneſs of Heart own her Aa -s. 
and leave her Maſter,and expire,depending on the 
Free Grace of God in Chriit, and on that word 
of his; Come to me, ye that labour and are heavy 


' laden, and 1 will give you reſt ; and on that, There 
' is « fountain open for ſin and for uncleanneſs, Come 


, renounce the Slavery and the Intereſt of 
the Devils,renounce your mad Leagae with 'em. 
Comeand give up your ſelves unto the Lord Fe- 
fu Chriſt, loathing your ſelves excdedingly for 
your ſo ſiding with the black Fnemies of. bis 
Throne. O come away from the dv/efai eſtate 
youre in,” Come away- from ſerving of the 
Devils that have-eninared your Souls. What 


\ Wagethave you from thoſe Hellith Tazk-maſters? 


Alas you-are bere among the poor and vile, and 
ragged 
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Beggars Earth. When did Witch- 
ers perſon Rich? And Pack 


pens 


muſt-be Ob for the intolerable | 
= enmoae on conn and 1 
n /oremm the place of Dr or ever more, Þ 
Betake your ſelves then to Inſtanc and Conti | 
Prayer, and unto your old filrhy Rulers now 
hy. Dopere from me, ye Evil Lo | 


« 


will keep the Comma 
But we muſt now conclude with the 


USE of the 7Th:rd Propoſition. 
And that may be a Caution tg 


craft. 


the Almighty G O D. Particularly, 
Fieſt, Let not a cour/e of Rebellion be fol- 
lowed by us. It is the courſe of unregenerate 
Men to be daily doing thoſe things, for which 
the wrath of God comes xpon the Children of as 
obediewvce-. When God requires, Kepent of Six, 
they dorebeland reply, No, 1 have loved Idols, 
and! after them I will go. When God . requires, 
Selieve on Chrift,, they do rebel and _ Noz 
# wilt =at bave this Man to reign "over me, They 
vebe! againſt all the divine Commands of Love to 
Ged, -or Loveto Man. "They rebel againſt all the 


Precepes of the Lord, which are to be efron , 


concerning aff things to be right. And they love 
every 


% 


us. The in ſhort, Since Rebellion is like = 
'O let ms not makg tight of any Rebellion ageinſ 


» "P 
2% £ Re > TY TT; I—_ YT W id eas Sal. OC. ©. 
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y falſe way.” O Conſider of this, 'ye ſtrangers 
to fe Birth; Conſider whar you are 


Þ cotifider where you are going every day. ho 
7 now ſay, alluding to that in Da#n.4. 27. 0-Sowl, 
C | ſor You hve beendo unto thee, and break off thy 
| fins | 


hy 7 wit oo n0 more, 
- Conſider, Firſt, There is a fort of Witchcraft 


You have-deen doing of Imiygairy; Onow 


charg'd on you. You ſhall as undonbredly periſh 
23S atry Wrch in the World, except you reform. 
'Can you imagine that an 0b/inate Wieeb will have 
Admiffion into the Kingdom of God? Behold, and 
be aſtoniſke, y#enrenewed ones ; as impoſſible 


it is for you roſer the Lore. Itis faid'in Job. 3. 3, 


Ferily, verily, 1 ſay unto thee;except a man be born a- 
gain, be cannot ſee rhe kingdom of God. That verily, 
verily, which like a flaming Sword,ftands to keep 
the viſeſt Witches our of Paradife, the ſame there 
15 to keep every nbetiever out. The Lord ſaid 
urfro ſome confident prerenders of old, Ye arc'a 
Ethiopians »7ro me. This dorh God ſay unto all 
them 'thar ubey him not 3 rþ#« doth he ſay to 
every one of you that do not fear bimand keep his 


* Commandments; he faith, Te ave as Witches ano 


»e;tho? thy Birchbe of godly or gentiel Parents, 

tho' thy Parts and Gifts may be exrr4ordinary, 

tho' thy Prayers maybe twice a Week and thy Alnrs 

enongh to fil 2 Trumpet Jet become a netp- creature; 

otherwiſe ye are as Witches unto mefalth rhe Lord, 

Conſider, Secondly,Thereis #* a” * 
Cra 


| 


| 


. 
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200. All or pe ths way E: 
verlaſtin take a way of wickedneſs, they-are | © 
bewiched a grievous Witchcraft has FAoy-$old " 
them. The Apoſtle faid ro ſome in Gal. 3. 1.0 4 
Fooliſh Galatians, who bath bewitched you, that you 
ſhould not obey the Trat2 ? This may be an Ex) 
ſtulation us'd with all ungodly men ; 'O fo, 
Ti raxſereſſors who has bewitched you ? T'l] tel! 


who : Not an Hag, but a Luſt bas bewitched 'em. } ,.' 
hey thatare bewitched, havea marvellous va- A 
of calamity upon them.. One while they | 
cann't ſee z/ that is thy cale ; thou art wretched, fo 
bur thou canſt not ee it 3 Chriſt is lovely, but' 4 ®! 


thou canſt nor ſee him. One while they cannot - 
' bear; that is thy caſe 3, God calls, Look wntome | 
and be ſaved; but thou bcareſt nothing of it. A- 
nother while they cann't ſtir ; that is #y caſe; h 
The Lord: Jeſus calls, Come unro me, bur 'thau, } ; 
awveſ# nor. - Sometimes they are as it were, cat, = 
and pricke;and diſtorted in their Limbs ; the vet} 17 
ſfameart in all the Faculties of thy Soul. <Mf N 
otherrimes they are pulled into the Fire,or into the | |; 
Maor.on —doons mich violence u che gomnds | 
ro ny UnNappy 3 1T 1S NYr- , 

ried thither where the fre i» x geenched) it |_| © 
hurried hither where they groan under the Wa- 
ters; it isalſo made to part after the duſt o the 
Earch. The drznten man is bewieched with ſtrong _ | .; 
Drink; the wxc/cen man is bewicche with ſtrange || ,. 
Fleſh; the Tongue of a Swearer is ated a: a 

- can 


= 
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| than the Tongue of a bewirchr man3-the coverons 
'F man is hideoufly bewirched with Bags and Lands. 
| * O pity thine own Soulz and give no ſleep to 
Þ thine Eyes nor ſlumber tothine Eye-lids, until thine 
FimmortalSoul be deliver'd from thy narxral tare. 
F Let not Witchcraft it ſelf be a more frigheful 
I thing to thee, than thy own preſent Unregene- 
"racy, Tirn ye, turn ye, why will ye die ? 
Vecoadly, Let not an AF of Rebellion be allowed 
\ byws. When Joſeph was incited untoan /# 4&, 
" he faid, in Ger. 39. 9. How ſtall 1 do this wicked- 
' feſs and_ ſin againſt God > Thus, when we are 
4 wged unto any 17 AF, ler us refuſe it fo, No, 
Þ this is likg. Witchcraft ; ſhall I by ſuch wickedneſs 
T make.my ſelf us a Witch before the Lord ? 
43 [Three Things are to be Recommended here. 
4 Firſt, 47» your ſelves againſt all the Cevices, 
"24 with which the Devi/s would hook you into 
Rebellion againſt the Lord. For Rebellion agai 
- | Gyd,there will be that clauſe in our: Indif#mezc, 
"| They were moved by the Inſtigation of the Devil. 
' 1 Now furniſh your ſelves with Armozr to keep off 
| the Dint of the Devils Inſtigarions 3 in ſhort 


pat 

4} onthe whole Armour of God, There 1s ſpecially 2 
0 double Care that will-be of great ule in your En- 
| counters. | 
Firſt, Uſe your Watch well. We read in Eph. 6. 

: | TT. abour the Wiles of the Devil. When the' De- 
' | vi} Would engage us in a Rebeltor,, thereare cer- 
tain Wity Methods by which he doth” accomplith 
| It+ 

| 


| » 


— — ——__— ow 
- —_ a 
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it. ke. Ye meens cone bn. Foe Free which he 
pankay ay Cobh Tan 

a.threefold Method with w vails opon. | 
his Audicors ; EA Foe 
of the Devil... The Devil will (hew us the 
without the Curſe, the Bait withour the Hoo ; | 
Thos hat die if thou do it. The Devi 

unto. us.the Difficulry of a Duty, but 


GPRnN to hunſelf. A er So ic be 
is. ON Firſt, againſt the Deficient 
he ſays. Eat the pleaſant Fruit ; but he 
Tiles | 
recompence of it:So he fays,1t's a hard 


ceal | 
ta pray in ſecret every day; but he lays not,7! ay | 


ther will Reward thee. And he will repreſeat/un- 

to us the Excuſe of a Sin, but cance. the 18 ſhaw , 
of it: Sq he lays, Many, others have done this. 91d 
that; but he ſaysnor, God was provaked at i 
Theſe are Txicksto be warched againſt. 4 


Watch Secondly againſt the Redundant Method | 
ofthe Devil.Somecunes the Devil will ule a Dh 
greſſon. He mille leem tg 2000 gien over his Jacene.in 

his Intent in wen by 

Such a. Stracagem mays —__ as what. Zoſhua took 
ichal 3 he.retires, and 1{o he: conquers, TR 
mx Haughtineſs and Security undo the 
he.coulg noc make of his prep far far. grofſer wickgd- 
_ gy gs Devi afe a Commor ation 

W a walzjon-upan 

prinaicn pg an ing peo mga z: and 


> 
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[4 kikea ang Fencer,he repeats blow after blow, .. 
{ dill he (mite home. Thete are Dangers co be | 
. warched againſt. | x 
4 Watch, Thirdly, againſt thedsverring Method 
ofthe Devil. One while the Devil-will endea- 
vour w carry ys on from Jeſſer Sins to greater 
Sirs.' He will go ro make our miſcarriages like 
Eljjab's'Cloud ; ar firſt as an Havds-breadrb, but 
anon {o as to hide che whole Heaven from us.$0 
Salomon mulriphlies firſt Horſes, & afterward worſe 
things againſt che command of God. Another 
rhile,the Devil will decoy us from lawfal rhings 
to wlawful things. Thus from a Good Hucband 
2 Man ſhall grow a meer Muck-worm. Now and 
then alſo, the Devil will try to ſpoil good works 


T withil ends: Thus the Pride of Febs thall be 


1 fwelld bythe Zea! of Febu.He will try to make 
- our Duties Jnterfere 3 the general Gllling (hall be 
in the {eaſon of the partic»/ar, and the 
partientar Calling (hall be attended in the ſeafenof 
the general. He will try to'lead us from one Ex- 
ryeam to another ; we ſhall be exceſſively merry, 
and ere long'exceſ:wely melancholy, if we 
to him. 'O:keepup your Wnrcb! Well did the 
Apoſtle /ay,' ih 1 #er. 5.182 Be vigilant, for the 
Dewvdl xs a roaring Lion. ſeeketh- whom he may devour. 
Secondly; Ule your Sword well. . Tis laid in 
EMb-6.77. "The the Sword of the Spiric which te 
the Ward of God; .: The Devil-cannoc ſtand be- 
fore: rhe things of -this Two-cdged _ 
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Our Saviour overcame the Devil by making that 


his lewd attempts: Would heger you into any! 
Rebellion ?One Text well managed will make him 


fly before you. Would he have you be unjuſt | 


Thenantwer, it 1swritten, T he righteous ſbill / 
not-inherit the Kingdom of God: Would he have' 
you be unclean ? Then anſwer, it is written;God” 
_—_ to be puniſhed them that walk jn uncleanneſy." 


—_ It « written, caſt thy burden on the y fo 
This Warfare is directly contrary to 'that/ 
Witchcraft which the Devils are daily driving df" 
drawing us unto. 1) ROPE 3G 
ly,Beware of that Rebellion againſt Gog © 
particularly, which the Lewis are moſt gratified | 
withal. It is ſaid in Eph. 4 40. Grieve not the"! 
holy Spirit of God. The unclean Devils are pleaſed 
molt with fach things as that a 1s moſt” 
grieved with. Sometimes the Devils have been! 
= ——_— ——_— vn re 
ons + thro' the Mour eſſe , they” 
have declar'd what was very par to- hes 
The Children that have lately under a dj4- 
+ bolicat Faſcination in this Town, have given: us 
divers Intimations,- which we might.make '\uſe© * 


Obſervations on... .Lobſerved; thar'tho' chey” | 


had much debgbr i» prayer when they. were wel; 
yet when they: were:/;they.could:not eriduft'it;* 
The-Pemons would makethem —_y 


return, It is written, and ir 5s wrierer, againſt all] + 


id he have you be immoderately careful ? | 
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#1] op their Ears, and plague them, and at laſt 
| -lay them for Dead , if any Prayer were in 
pp the Room. Whence it may be inferred , 
| That you who can go without Prayer from 


1 Day to Day, do juſt as the Devils would have 
4 you- The Devils have an horrible Rendezvorrs 
1 in-that Family, in that Cleſet where Prayer is 
1] not maintained. ] obſerved, that tho' the 
*] Word of God were their Companion and Coun- 
1 ſelor at other times, yet now they would fall 
{7 into Convalſions, if one did but look into a Bible. 
/1] Whence it may be {uppos'd that you who read 
n| not. the Scriprare, for the moſt part every day, 
-| do humour the Devils in it, "The Devils are 
Fad to ſee the Bibles that have duſt upon them. 
| I obſerved,that Hererical, or Smperſtitious or Pro- 
| phane Books, might be peruſed by ſame of them, 
| when ſerious and Orthodox Books would pur out 
+} their Eyes. Whence it may be ſuggeſted, that 
{ | you whoconverſe much with 1/- Books, do as the 
! | Devils would : The Devils would willingly be 
” | where TJeſt-Books, and Play-Books, and Romances, 
and Hereſies or Superſtitions are made a Library.l 
obſerved, that tho' they were exemplary for Ho- 
neſty and Sobriety, yet now their Withes to Steal 
;| and be Drunk, were frequently expreſled 3 and 
| | ſometimes they were made very Drunk,tho' no 
intoxicating Drink had been in the leaſt an occaſt- 
| on of it. - Whence it may be gathered; har the 
Drunkard has a devil in him, the Stealer has a devil 
in him. The Devils have _ enough,when yy 
ee 
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ſee a Man Reeling in the ſtreets; the Devils are 
the Comrades of them that go to take what i none 
of their own. I obſerved, that tho' few in the place 
were {o diligent as they,nevertheleſs in their Fits 
they might not do any work at all. Whence it 
may be concluded, that of ldleneſs COMes 10 good- 
neſs. The Devils are the Flay-maies of themthat 
are Gaming when they ſhould be working. An Idle 

ſon is a Prentice of a Devil. Theſe things haye 
—_ obſerved ; and now let theſe ices be avoid- 
ed. There is V//Vitchcraft in them. 

O that the Devils might be oxt-ſbot in their own | 
Bow, and that theſe Yices might be made adious 
by their Aﬀection for them. | 

Thirdly, Inſtead of Rebellion againſt God, let 
Obedience to God fall your lives.. Make unto. God 
that Yow in P/. 116. 16. O Lord, truly I am thy ſer- 
vant, &c. And accordingly ſerve God with.all obt- 
dience. Y ea, often ask your ſelves, / hat ſervice 
may 1 do for God ? And let a reſpe& of Obedience 
to God make even the meaneſt of your Actions 
honourable:even when you eat and drink and trade, 
and viſit & recreate your (elves, let there be ſome 
Obedience to God in it all. The Employments of a 
poor Carpenter Or Shoemaker will hereby be ren- 
dred more noble things than the Yittories of an 
Alexander or a Ceſar. Not the Devils, bur the 
Angels will have a moſt intimate Fellowſhip with 
a:man thus Obedient. Not VYVitchcraft, but rather 
Inifiration will be in the man who does this, and 

* the Son of man who layeth hold on it, N 0 


* 
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NOTANDUM. 


prin the Finiſhing of the Hiſtory which con- 
cerns Goodwin's Children, has been a very 
wonderful Attempt made ( probably by Witch- 
craft) on another Family in the Town. There 
is a poor Boy at this time under yery terrible 
and amazing Circumſtances which are a Repeti- 
tron of, with not much Yariation from thoſe of 
the Children formerly moleſted. The perſon 
under Venement Suſpicion to be the Authoreſs 
of this Boy's Calamities, is one that was Com- 
plained of by thoſe Children in their Ails. And 
accordingly one or two of thoſe Children has at 
this time ſome Renewal of their Aflictions allo; 
which perhaps may be permitted by the Great 
God, not to diſappoint our expectations of their 
Deliverance, but for the DPere&ion and the De- 
fHiraftion of more belonging to that Helliſh Knor, 
that has not yer periſhed as others of the Crue 
has done, before the poor Prayers of them that 
Flope in God. 

The Book-Sellers not being willing to ſlay 
the Event of theſe New Accidents, cauſe the 
Bridle here to be taken off. 


emurrm————_— __—__—_— ————— 
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APPENDIX 


— are one or two paſlages in the firſt of 

our foregoing Hiſtories, which I fore-ſee, 
( thoſe uſually no leſs 4b/ard than' Angry Peos 
ple } the Quakers, will come upon me with great 
wrath, for my writing of : and the Incivilities 
lately ſhewn to my Father, for a piece of one 
Chapter in his Book of Kemarkable Providences, 
by one Keith, in a fort of a thing newly pub- 
Iihed at Penſilvania, have made it neceſlary for 
me, not only to explain my ſelf, but to defend 
him, upon the occation that is now before me. 


As for what I have related concerning the 
ſtrange liberty which the Devils gave unto Fohn 
Goodwin's Children, to enjoy both the Writings 
and *the Meerings of the Quakers, when offers 
thereof were (it may be tooneedleſly) made un- 
to them, I need only acquaint the world, thatl 
ſhall produce good, Legal,and ſufficient Evidence 
to Confirm what I do Afirm, whenever any man 
ſhall demand ic of me.; And that the Books:with 
whichthe Tryal happen'd to be made, were more 
than ore, and ſuch, as the Quakers give as general 
an Allowance to, as to their own Primers 
their Catechiſms. But undoubtedly, the match- 
leſs Candour and {weerne(s of the Quakers will 
inſpire them, with Inclhinations togive me ſome 
oftheirpublick thanks for the notice I have _ 
| 0 
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of them ; and in the mean time I muſt let my 
Neighbours underſtand, what ridiculous as well 
as odbous Calumnies the Quakers have beſtowed 
upon my abſent Father, for his being an Hiſtort- 
an ( they think ) unto their Prejudice. _ 

One would think, that if an Hiſtorian, did but 
ſecure his / eracity from being Im ached , moſt 
of his other Faults were Pardonable ; and fo tru- 
ly they would be accounted, by any, beſides Qua- 
kers, who are a le by themſelves. But my 
Father had publil af 2 Book Entituled, 1uſtri- 
ous Providences; in one part of which, he has a 
Narrative of ſeveral very marvellous Occurren- 
ces, that certain deluded and poſleſſed Quakers, 
in this Countrey were concerned in. The mat- 
ter of Fat never could be diſputed ; yet one 
Keith a Quaker, who had been compaſſing Sea and 
Land to make Proſelytes, vilits New-England in his 
Progreſs where.meeting with (mall A4pplanſe, and 
leſs Succeſs, inſtead of Converts, he picks up what 
Luarrels our Countrey could afford him, and 
among the reſt, this Book of Providences. At his 
Return to Perſilvania, he blefſes the world with 
a little Volume of Hereſies and Blaſþhemies againſt 
the Proreftant Religion , the Principal Articles 
whereof, he endeavours to undermine with ſome. 
. further Improvements of Nonſenſe, than the Abi- 

lities of the Quakers had heretofore helped 

them to; bur, tho 'ris almoſt pity that any Eagle 

( Pardon the Compariſon, he himſelf calls us; * 
Night- Birds) ſhould _ his time, by recount- 
3 ing 
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ing the.motions of ſuch a Fly , yet I ſuppoſe'he 
will not be long, without the Caſtigations of a 
fall, tho' ſhort Anſwer to the Impertinences with 

- Which he has been crafcily eſſaying to oil our 
Vines. Heentitles his Har es, The Churches 
in New-England browght to the Teſt ;and it might | 
be expected, that one fo willing to be a Servant 
of thoſe Churches as yy Mather, would not: 
eſcape the Vengeance of thoſe whom thefe 
Churches are an Eye-ſore unto. Fccordingys 
the Title-Page of his Diſcourſes ( for tru 

. Reader, he will not now give us a Silent Meets | 
ing) promiſes to us, - An Anſwer to the grofi 
Abuſes, Lies and Slanders of Increaſe Mather 
which he afterwards detects, juſt as one of his 
Predeceflors after a Converſation with Hoys- 
Heads, Trampled upon Plato's Pride ; while he 
cannot inſtance in any one 4bſe, Lie, or Slat 
der, of Increaſe Mather , without committi 
more than a few himſelf. However, he is pleat - 
ed to (ay, when he comes to talk, Let any of bis 
Kindred anſwer for bim in bis abſence 3 and becaule . 


I am ſomewhat « Kinto the ſaid Increaſe Mather, 
whom the Animadverſions of this Keirh have 
made ſuch an Aflaule- upon, that were I more 
Dumb than the Son of Creſw himielf, yer I muſt 
have (poken of the provocation, I am willing to 
fatishe our lictle Aachor ſo far as to Anſwer 
theſe three things upon him : Yet I would fo 

- far oblerve one of Solomon's Rules in my An- 
. wer, asnot to uſe upon him fome Terms _ 
l 
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Art which as a Specimen of his Breeding he be- 
ſtows upon Increaſe Mather, but offer a few 
juſt Refletions on this new 4poſele ( no doubt 
a —_— to one of the Old ones ) unto the 
world.. 

Firſt, He charges my abſent Father, with 
Groſs: Abuſes , Lies and Slanders;, and yet he 
denies not the Truth of the Stories, the Re- 


- lation of which flings him into this Foaming 


Rage- He charges him juſt as laſt year he did the 
reſt of the Miniſters 0 Boſton. He ſent us a wric- 
ten Challenge, which begins, 7 being well aſſured 
by the Spirit of God, that the Dottrine ye Preach 
to the People is falſe and he then rec- 
kons up Twelve Articles ( he ſays ) of our Do- 
rine, the Twelfth of which is directly contrary 
to what we aſlert, and maintain and Preach eve- 
ry day. - This was his Inſpiration then ! and 
ſuch -1 his Narration NOW, Increaſe Mather 
Pens Truths, and yet it ſeems writes Lies. 
But where is Increaſe Mather's Crime > Why, 
our Animadvertor tells us, 7. 4. relates theſe 
Stories 0n purpoſe to Abuſe the honeFt and ſober people 
called Quakers, without making any Diitin&tion— 
But what Metal is this Man's Fore-head made 
of > Reader, you ſhall find my Fathers intro- 
duction to his Hiſtories to be, All wiſe Men that 
are acquainted therewith, obſerve the Blaiting re- 
bukes of Heaven upon the lte SINGING 
and Dancing Quakers. And his Inference from 
them is, That zhe Quakers are SOME & 
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them undoubtedly poſſeſſed with evil Spirits and his 
Concluſion is, We may, by this, judge whoſe Ser- 
wants the Singing Quakers are. Behold how 
carefully he has repeated the very Diſtin&#zon 
which this Waſpiſh Man complains at the Onul- 
fion of! Beſides, he had no need of making 
any Diſtinction at all. That the 2»akersfallout 
' among themſelves, is but a natural Conſequence 
of their 7, CIMPEY'S and Errors ; which cannot be 
otherwiſe than Incoberent ; and ſometimes , 
their Credit forces them to Explode in one 
another, what they (wiſh they could, but) can't 
Excuſe. Tho' it ſeems if a Woman dreſs her 
ſelf like a Devil, and fright ſome of her. Sex 
almoſt out of their Lives, on a Lords Day, in 
one of our biggeſt Aſſemblies, G, K, canhere 
Canonize her for a Saint. Caſe's Crew: are. 
ſubſtantially of the ſame Drove with Keith's 
Crue ; both Mad, tho' with ſome variety of Ap- 
plication in their Phrenſies. What if thoſe Rane 
ters, and theſe Quakers be ſhaken together- in 
a Bag? 'Tisa more Allowable method of Sort- 
ing, that of this G. K's, who would make 
us a Crew of Ranters, becauſe we hold; That 
God hath fore-ordained Infallibly and unchange- 
«bly, whatever comes to paſs. And whereas our 
Aiſwerer tells #s, that when thoſe horrid Aon- 
fters were whipt at Plimouth, for their wonderful, 
hideous Deviliſm, Some of the honeſt People called 
Quakers, openly declared before the People, that the 
Quakers id not ar all own them to be of their 
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Society; I am to ask him, who of this hone/# 
people then ir was, that then declared them to 
be, The . dear Children of God ? Put Reader, 

zy obſerve, tho he will not leave urging, 
thatfor a Lxaker to be Poſleſſed,is no more than 
for a Presbyterian or an. Independant 1o to be; 
There is Difference enough, where our notable 
Diſpurant-would contrive a Parallel. Becauſe 
2 Poſſeſſion by evil Spirits, may befal one of our 
Communion, Whar then ? The Poſleffion does 
not move any to be of :har Communion : we ſee 
the c - But the Stories Recorded by my 
Facher, ( plainly enough) demonſtrate, Thar 
Diaboli t; Poſſeſſion was the Thing which did 
diſpoſe and encline Men unto Quakeriſm ; their 
Quakeriſm was the proper Effect of their Poſ- 
ſeſſion; and not an unconcern'd conſequent. 
*'Tis our Logicians fault here, that he cavils 
without making any Diſtinction; if he would 
have pleaſed to dillinguiſth a little, he might 
have ſpared the pains of his tedious Excurſions, 
about charging the innocent with the crimes of 
the guilty, But from ſuch a G. X. what better 
Dealing might have been look'd for ? 

Secondly, I think, I may rather charge tis 
G.'K, with Groſs Abuſes, Lies and Slaxders, by 
him offer'd unto that Increaſe Mather whom he 
ſhews himſelf fo much { beyond the cure of Xecl- 
lebore ) inflamed at. He ſays, Increaſe Mather 
hath ſhew'd his raſhneſs and folly in ſore other paſ- 
ſages of hus life, if not malice, that hath occaſion-d 
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him for ſome time paſt to abſcond, and depart from 1 


the place where he preached at Boſton, I am forty 
that this manobliges me to trouble the World 
with Stories about ſuch Domeltick and 
perſonal marters as theſe are. For meg 
commend my yet living Father would per- 
haps be counted an Indecency. But if ſhould 
not now defend him from ſuch unhandſome 
Imputations, I were worſe than the worſt 
of the Sons of Noah, and it muſt be a great- 
er Malice than what G. X. ever pretended: t9 
diſcover in Increaſe Mather, that ſhall criminate | 
. my Vindication of an abſent and a wronged 
Parent, My Reader's Patience muſt then per- 
mit me to tell him, that all New-England well 
knows, That Increaſe Mather never departed 
from hence, through any Raſbneſs or Folly of his 
own, but through the Malice of unreaſonable men. 


Our Charter being unjuſtly Vacated (which e- 
venG. K, reckons among the Judgments of God 
upon us ) the Government of this Territory 
was fallen into the hands of men that immediate- 
ly took all ſorts of meaſures to make us miſera- 
ble. A knot of people, that had no deſign but 
to enrich themſelves on the r»ins of this flouriſh- 
ing Plantation,were placed over us,and our Land 
ſtrangers devoured in our preſence. The {1ght of our. 
Calamities made mv Father willing to undertake 
2 Voyage unto England, for no other cauſe 
but meerly -to endeavour the Service of his 
afflicted Countrey 3 and not-a few among the 
| principal 
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| principal Gentlemen of the place, did both 44- 
ron Alf his Undertaking. His intent ir 

} | Going he did nor publiſh, bur his Intent of Go- 
ing:he did; and he had no ſooner done ir, bur 
one Randolph, the late Secretary, whom ( like 2 
Seauenger ) our late Oppreflors- chiefly uſed ' in 
1 their more dirty Buſineſſes, gave Trouble unto 
him to obfiruct and prevent his Voyage. . The 
Circumſtances of it were theſe : This Randolph 
ſome time ſince,carried unto Sir Lione! Fenkins, a 
Letter which he afſur'd him was Mr. Marher's, 
Tho' the Letter was a moſt Villanous Forgery, 
filled with Treaſon and Madneſs in the Exalca- 
tion Of it, and never was one line of it written 
by my Father. The Letter-Forger had fo fool- 
iſhly drawn it up, that Randolph could not get 
the Blood of the Gentleman, whom he ( after 
his manner, that is) fa/ſly Charged with being 
the Author of it, yet care was taken thereby ro 
blaſt his Name : The Obſervator, ( whom one 
calls The Father of Lies) here became Nurſe, and 
printed it,with not a few ſcurrilous Obſervations 
on it. So that in all the Taverns and Cof- 
fee-houſes throughout Three Kingdoms, this 
innoceygt Perſon was made a Ridiculez and Bar- 
badoes too, with other of the Lee-ward Iflands, 
took this rtunity to ſpit their Venom on 
one who had never done any thing to deſerve it, 
but by being ( in the account of ſome thatare 
Both) ſomewhat of a Learned and Honeſt 
Man. My Father to Vindicate himſelf, while 
our 
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our old Government yet laſted, wrotea Letter 


to Mr. Dudley, who had from Whitehall, re-! 


ceived a Copy of that bloody Forgery; and in 


this Vindication, he intimates that ſeveral. 
ſhrowd things would make him ſuſpect Randolph 
himſelf co be the Director of it. It was Evi- 
dent unto him, That the whole Forgery was con- 
trived for Randolph's advantage ; tis almoſt all 
of him and for him ;. but coul uy rational man 
imagine, that he was then wholly a f 
to it ? Beſides, there were in it ſeveral other 
10ns, Which (twas then thought) noman 
in his Wits can dream that any without him 
ſhould, have. But Randolph upon his Arrival 
here with our New Goverament getting a Co- 
py of my Fathers Vindication, does after ſo ma» 


ny Months now ſue him in an 4&ion of Defama-! | 


tion, to Embaral(s the Afﬀairs he had before 


him. The Jury which conſiſted partly of Church | 


of E. Gentlemen, Found for my Father againſt 
the Plaintiff. And yet juſt within a Week or 
two before his Voyage, Randolph renewed his 
Action 3 his Abetters reſolving (as I am credi- 
bly informed ) That having laid the Arreſt 
on him, they would have ſecur'd his Pexſon 4n 
the Goal, as the worſt of Traitors z for what 
Ilkegaluy would they ſtick at ? He happily under- 
ſtanding what they would be ar,; by the coun- 
ſel of tus Friends withdrew, for about a Week 
and then, tho* both by Day and Night, both by 
Land and Sea, the late Spirirs among us Mo 
| Um, 
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him, God carried him ſafely thro* them all; and. 
when he came - to Whitehall, what Favours the 
Greateſt Men in the Kingdom bave heap'd upon 
him, 'tis not proper for me to tell. Whereas 
our Caviller now ſays, 1: wants to be inſerted in his 
Book., that what hath befallen him of late, is a Re- 
markable Judgment of God upon him, for his Injuſ= 
rice to the Quakers, T join iſlue with him, and 
beg the Reader to inſert it, if he be Owner of 
that harmleſs Book. Reader, inaſmuch aS none of 
Increaſe Mather s enemies were ableto attain their 
ends upon him 3 and inaſmuch as this Increaſe 
Mather has in his whole Negotiation for New- 
England, been favoured by the merciful God, 
beyond the imagination of our fondeſt hopes ; 
pray count it, 4 Remarkable Fudgment of God 
wpon him, for his Injuſtice to the Quakers. This 
G, K, has this Book of his'bound up in Canvas ; . 
| becauſe ſuppoſe, like one of the Mirneſes, he 
would Propheſie in Sackcloth. I confels, Fire pro- 
ceeds out of his Mouth ; but it is another ſort of 
Fire than that which our Lords Wirneſſes are us'd 
unto; and there is one {mall Qualification of a 
Witneſs which you fee be wants, that is, Truth ; 
the Contents of his Books require ſome other 
Covers for them, ne perpluat. 

Thirdly, Not [ncreaſe Mather alone, but all 
New-England, eipecially the Shepherds of the 
Churches here, muſt thro'.the Lycazthropy of 
this Man, be Barked at. One while his Fal/e 
Hiſtories miſrepreſent us to the World ; and ae 
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raiſes diſmal Tragedies upon the Perſecution | 


which his Friends here have met withal. For 
my own part, I have long wiſhed, That the Cj- 


vil Magiftrate would never inflift a Civil Penal- | 


, ON an Heretick, until Humane Society receive - 


a Diſturbance from him,as in one of mine, 


there is more, far more to be ſaid for the Juſti- 


fication of our ancient Severities on two or three | 


' Nuakers here, than the World has yet been ac- 
quainted wich. Oliver Cremwel himſelf, whoſe 
Toleration of Seftaries was notorious enough, yet 
would ſpeak in the juſtification of what was 
here done to them. Since our Feruſalem was | 
come to ſuch a confiſtence, that the going up of 
every Fox would not break down our Stone Wap, | 
whoever meddled with *em? And fince That, 
Thovgh a Quaker-woman came ( as ſometimes 

they have) ſtark naked,into ſome of our Solemn | 
Aſemblies,declaring her ſelf to be a S:gn yer the 

Brit bas not been thought fit to be Hang'd up: | 


Bur the Generality of the people are ER | 
cular 


always were, averſe to the infliting of 
Paniſhments on theſe doting Herericks. Indeed 
2 Grave Magiſtrate once (*tis ſaid) propounded 
unto the General Court at Fiymouth, a Law char 
every Quaker might have his Head ſhaved; E 
they were diſtracted,and this Oe 7 
care them, I believe this is all the Law that ever 
will be offered for the $ ing of them here; 
by long experience, we find, They periſh by being 
| f 


or any other per{waſjon were Intolerable. Yer | 
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| Os But whereas, he twits the Miniſters 


here, for their Accepting of Maintenance, with 
Goods unjuſtly taken from the true Owners, T may 


- informthe- World,the Miniſters here are of ano- 


ther Spirit than ſo ; their voluntary Poverty and 
tranſcendent Self denial, has ſcarce its parallel in 
the Chriſtian World. If any maintenance extort- 
ed from Luakers hath ever paid unto them, 
I am confident it was without their knorledge or 
conſent. The chief complaints of this kind are 
in Pl;mouth Colony; but let the Reader conſider, 
that the Grants of Lands there made by the Court, 
have ſtill been wich an Expreſs Condition & Provi- 
ſo, that the allowed Miniſtry be therewith ſap- 
ported. Luakers come, and Accept and Improve 
theſe Grants, and then refuſe the Duty annexed 
thereunto. Let all Mankind judge whether they 
might not juſtly be compe##d unto the payment of 
it? Yet how rarely was it ever done? G. X's 
Barnſtable Story is(I hear) a Romance of the ſame 
jiece with the ref.But we muſt be terrified with 
us Falſe Prophecies too. He pretends ro 1»ſpirati- 
on,and foretells the utter Removing, Undoing,& De- 
ſtroying of all our Babyloniſh Buildings ; that is, our 
Churches ; and he adds, The time haſtens, and bleſ- 


| ſed ſhall be be who receiveth the Warning ;, and ſome 


pages after he predicts, that in due time out Mect- 
ing- Houſes ſhall no more receive us into them, Ay, 
no doubt of it, i due time { Bur, I pray, Friend 
George, when is this duetime tobe? Our late Per- 
fecutors, who did laſt year admit thee to ſo much 

familiarity 
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they were driving at, for it ſeemy thou art a Blab of thy 
Tongue. When thy private Converſation with 'em, as we 

as their publick Admimiſtracion here, gave thee cauſe to gueſs, 
Thar, our Churches were quickly to be over-rurned, and our 
Mecting-houſes made too hot for us, 'twas eafie to prognofti- 
cate much more than this z, I'll aſſure thee, 'ewas nor for this 
that T pur thee inco m of Wirchcrafts, there was no 


Wairchcratr in it : But ſome late things have a little altered our / 


Omens. | hambly beg of God, that he would requite us good for 
this Gurfing this day; and that the malicious Vaticinations of 
Men thar hate his Truths and Ways, may rather help to pro» 
cure for us thoſe happy Revolutions, which may cauſe our 
Enemies to be found Liars untous. I do alſo entreat the Rea- 
der, that he would not mif-incerprer+my approaches ( if I 
have made any ) towards Levity in my treating of the Adver- 
ſary ſtanding at my Farhers right Hand torefift him ; 'Tis al- 
moſt impoſſible to look upon the Generality of Quakers, with- 
our applying to them the Humour which a Gentleman long 
ſince rhoughc proper for the Creatures contrived on purpoſe, 
to be made merry with, TI ſhall only add, That George Keith 
has given ſufficient cauſe why his own Se ſhould be aſhamed 


of him, if ſhame were compatible to ſuch a perfe& People.: 


Buras he thinks my Father wants the true Eye opentd in kim, fo 
I fppoſe he will rell me, That I amin the dark ; and therefore 


it 6 1me for me to bid hum now, Good-night. Iam nor willing 
tocontend any further with him, For, 


Hec ſcio pro certo, quando cum ſtercore certo 
V; amco, ſeu Vincor, {emper ego maculor. 


FINTIS. 


.- 
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familiarity with them, did nor ſo wiſely to let thee chow what 
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